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I have had an opportunity to consult with the Scottish Prison Service and the review of the
letters submitted to the Committee by Professor Andrew Coyle and Professor Gill Mcivor.
As has been confirmed previously neither Scottish Ministers or the Scottish Prison Service
are aware of any specific reasons to indicate why there are disproportionately high numbers
of Roman Catholics or Muslims in our prisons..

However I am persuaded by the arguments put forward by both Professor Coyle and
Professor Mciver that the apparent disparity may be related to the proportionately high
number of prisoners in our jails coming from areas of urban depravation and that these
minority populations are disproportionately higher within these urban areas.

As Professor Coyle remarks in his letter, prison statistics show that 21% of prisoners come
from within the Glasgow Community Justice Authority area. Professor Coyle then indicates
the disproportionately high number of prisoners coming from other urban areas.

I have also had an opportunity to look at the research produced by Roger Houchin at
Glasgow Caledonian University and am minded to accept Professor Mciver's conclusion that
it is likely that ~oman Catholics are over represented in prison because they are also over
represented within the most deprived communities, which in turn contribute
disproportionately to the prison population.
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I would also like this opportunity to restate the Scottish Government's commitment to
address all the issues of sectarianism and discrimination in Scotland and we continue to be
committed to developing an equal and fair society - a Scotland we can all be proud of.
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