
Dear Mr Cochrane, Clerk; Members/Substitute Members, of the Public Petitions Committee of the Scottish Parliament

PE1073/B
From: Tom Minogue 
Sent: 07 December 2007 21:59 
To: Cochrane FD (Fergus); Wilson J (John), MSP; Scott J (John), MSP; Livingstone M 
(Marilyn), MSP; Hume J (Jim) MSP; Milne N (Nanette), MSP; Marwick T (Tricia), MSP; Harper 
R (Robin), MSP; Grant R (Rhoda), MSP; Constance A (Angela), MSP; Baker C (Claire), MSP; 
Ahmad B (Bashir), MSP; Munro J (John), MSP; McAveety F (Frank), MSP 
Subject: PE 1073 Submission by Tom Minogue petitioner 7 Dec.
For the attention of: The Clerk, Convener, Members, and Substitute Members, of the Public 
Petitions Committee of the Scottish Parliament.
 
Dear Sir or Madam:
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE1073 
 
I refer to your letter of 13th November further to the Public Petitions Committee meeting of 2 
October 2007. At that meeting the PPC considered the above petition and agreed in the words of 
the convener that:  We will initially ask the justice department for its views”. I understood that 
this would mean that we might expect a response from a Minister with responsibility for Justice 
in the Scottish Government. 
 
In addition to this, the PPC agreed to a suggestion by John Wilson MSP who drew the 
committees attention to the fact that Muslims, like RCs are represented in the prison population 
in twice the number that they feature in the Scottish population to widen the terms of the petition 
to include Muslims.  
 
Given the above I am surprised to receive with your letter, a response from Tom Fox, the “Head 
of Communications of the Scottish Prison Service. What on earth can a member of the body 
charged with the welfare of criminals once they enter prison tell us about the reasons why two 
particular religious groups, Muslims and RCs are disproportionately represented in Scotlands 
prisons?
 
I am reluctant to even consider Mr Foxs letter as I have made my views on his appropriateness to 
comment on my petition known to you previously (see letter text below sent to the R Hough on 7 
Aug 2007 and accepted as a supporting submission). However I would say that I find some of his 
comments unintelligible. 
 
For instance his remarks that Scottish Ministers know the SPS are aware of any specific reasons 
to indicate whether or why there might be a higher proportion of Roman Catholic prisoners in 
our jails than that of any other Denomination simply do not make sense. In addition to this Mr 
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Dear Mr Cochrane, Clerk; Members/Substitute Members, of the Public Petitions Committee of the Scottish Parliament

Fox does not address the question of the disproportionate number of Muslims in prison a 
breakdown in communications perhaps? 
 
Turning now to the decision of the PPC to ask the Scottish Government for their views on the 
disproportionate number of RCs and Muslims present in Scottish Prisons. It seems to me that you 
have air-brushed the Muslim element of the committees agreed position out, and you have 
directed questions regarding the cause as to why certain groups are overly represented in Scottish 
prisons to the wrong body. The SPS is not the Scottish Government and in my petition I asked 
that you start by asking the Minister with responsibility for justice to comment. The transcript of 
2 Oct meeting of the PPC makes it clear that you agreed with this request. 
 
I would also suggest that you are wrong to assume that religion is of itself the main reason or 
factor why RCs and Muslims find themselves twice as likely to be imprisoned than their fellow 
Scots of no, or other religions. 
 
The extensive feedback I have had from various sources indicates that there is evidence to 
suggest that RCs are more likely to have Irish surnames and Muslims are likely to be Pakistani 
and black in Scotland, and these factors should be considered in determining the reasons for their 
disproportionate number in Scottish prisons. I would respectfully ask that the PPC consider 
ethnicity, which is often allied to religion as a possible explanation to the question of 
disproportionate representation of groups in the prison population. The Equality and Human Rights 
Commission are interested in this possible ethnic/racial link.
 
Can I also ask that you rename the petition to reflect John Wilson MSPs concerns re Muslims? 
Immediately after the verbatim transcript of the PPC meeting of 2 October was published I 
circulated it to various Muslim groups and other anti-racist bodies and there has been a 
considerable interest in the terms of my petition as amended by Wilson MSP.
 
The EHRC and other groups have asked to be kept apprised of developments, and some have 
expressed their amazement that the determination of the PPC on 2 October has produced a letter, 
not from the Scottish Government but from a member of the SPS. I was unable and unwilling to 
decipher the meaning of this letter or explain why the question of Muslim prisoners has been 
omitted.
 
I trust the PPC will have a proper discussion on the terms of this letter and consider my requests 
and the terms of my petition in light of John Wilsons concerns, as well as my previous 
correspondence with the Scottish Executive. 
 
My hope is that the PPC can start a meaningful examination of the causes of the disproportionate 
number of RCs and Muslims in Scottish prisons, with no preconceptions, but if they are not 
capable of this I will pursue the matter (and the PPCs actions or lack of them in this regard) 

file:////edn-app-001/users/PUBLIC/!Work%20Pending/Petition%20Subs%20[PE999,1073]/B%20Petitioner%207.12.07.htm (2 of 5)10/12/2007 12:34:38



Dear Mr Cochrane, Clerk; Members/Substitute Members, of the Public Petitions Committee of the Scottish Parliament

further in other jurisdictions.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
 
 
 
Tom Minogue.
Attachments: 1 letter (below) to First Minister copied to Tom Fox of the SPS dated 22 Feb 2007:  
 
----- Original Message ----- 
From: Tom Minogue
To: Jack McConnell, First Minister 
Cc: Tom Fox SPS 
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 1:45 PM
Subject: Private & Confidential for the attention of Jack McConnell, First Minister.
 
                                                                                                Tom Minogue
                                                                                                
F.A.O. Jack McConnell MSP
First Minister
The Scottish Executive
St Andrews House                   
Regent Road 
Edinburgh EH1 3DG
 
                                    
                                                By E-Mail and First Class post.

Thursday 22nd February 2007. 
 

Dear Sir,
 
Statistics show a disproportionate number of Catholics in prison in Scotland.
 
I wrote to you on 9th May 2006 re the above. In particular I asked you three questions arising 
from statistics from the Scottish Prison Service, which showed that while Roman Catholics 
accounted for 13% of the population of Scotland they made up 26% of the population in Scottish 
prisons.  The three questions I posed to you were: Did you know of this imbalance? Did it 
concern you? And could you account for it?  
 
The reason I asked these questions was because when this issue was highlighted by Pauline 
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McNeill MSP in 2002 the then Justice Minister, Jim Wallace, MSP had voiced his concerns at the 
disproportionate number of RCs in prison and had promised to investigate the cause of this. 
Given that the disproportionality has increased with the passing years and given your campaign 
calling for “one Scotland many cultures” I sought your views on this very troubling matter.     
 
In May 2006 I was advised by Cameron Pammenter of the Scottish Executive, Correspondence 
Unit that you would be responding to my letter. 
 
Having received no reply by June/July 2006  I sent several reminders to you and in September 
2006 I was again advised (this time by Margaret McGoldrick of the Ministerial Correspondence 
Unit, Scottish Executive) that I would receive a response to my letter to you.
 
In October 2006 I received a reply from someone purporting to be writing on your behalf (a 
Korin Lebov), which simply stated that the number of RCs in Scottish Prisons was down to the 
fact that RCs live in the most deprived areas and there was some evidence to suggest that 
deprivation and criminality were linked. The letter also stated that the disproportionate number of 
RCs in Scottish Prisons had nothing to do with bias in the judicial system, though that statement 
appeared to answer a question that I had not asked or implied.
 
I sought clarification from Korin Lebov that she was acting on your behalf and after some weeks 
in late November 2006 she replied stating that she had not in fact replied on your behalf but also 
stating that she had “been in contact with her colleagues in the First Minister’s Private Office and 
a Ministerial response will be sent to me shortly”.
 
I have now received a letter from an official in the Scottish Prison Service (SPS) stating that he 
has been asked to reply to my letter to you as it refers to operational matters. Mr Fox states that 
he can speak for SPS and the Scottish Executive in stating that they know of nothing which could 
account for the disproportionate number of RCs in Scottish Prisons if any such disproportionality 
exists. 
 
I cannot understand why you are not willing to respond to my letter. I cannot see how three 
questions (on a very serious matter) posed to you as First Minister can be answered by an official 
in the SPS. The Scottish Prison Service can answer questions on the prison statistics that I 
quoted, but since they were given to me by the Statistics Unit of the Scottish Prison Service in the 
first instance there would be little point in this. 
 
The questions I asked of you remain to be answered by you or by one of your Ministers were: 
Are you aware of the disproportionately high number of RCs in Scottish Prisons?
Does the disproportionately high number of RCs in Scottish Prisons concern you?
Can you offer a reason for the disproportionately high number of RCs in Scottish Prisons?
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I await your response with interest and mounting frustration.
 
 
Yours sincerely,
 
 
 
Tom Minogue.
C.c. Tom Fox, SPS
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