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Dear Mr David 
 
Petition PE1050 
 
I refer to your letter of 11th February 2010 noting that the Public Petitions Committee was to await 
the findings of Audit Scotland on the progress of local authorities in compiling common good asset 
registers as part of the 2008/09 Audit process. 
 
Audit Scotland’s findings were published in February 2010 in their report “An overview of local 
government in Scotland 2009”.  It notes that “Councils have generally taken reasonable steps to 
comply with the guidance”.  And whilst it does note some concerns about whether some of the 
registers represent a complete record of assets it recognises that carrying out searches of potential 
common good assets can be time-consuming and expensive.  Audit Scotland will continue to 
monitor progress as part of the annual audit process. 
 
Closer examination by the Scottish Goverment of all 32 individual local authority audits has found 
that only 2 local authorities did not have a common good asset register in place by the end of March 
2009.  The following summarises our findings: 
 
• 2 Councils(Dundee and Highland) do not have Asset Registers in place.  Dundee does check titles 

of any land prior to disposal and Highland are putting process in place to review common good 
assets. 

• 19 Councils have Common Good Asset Registers in place 
• 3 Councils are making good progress towards having an asset register in place (Inverclyde, Perth 

and Kinross, Orkney). 
• 6 Audits did not comment on Common Good Assets (Argyll and Bute, Clackmannan, E. 

Renfrewshire, N. Lanarkshire, Shetlands and W. Isles)  Most of these claim not to have common 
good assets with the exception of Argyll and Bute and Clackmannan.  

• 1 Council has no fixed common good assets hence does not have a register (Midlothian) 
• 1 Council (West Lothian) has very few common good assets so includes them within the Council’s 

Asset Register. 
 
Given this petition relates to Kirkcaldy the Committee may wish to note that Fife Council have an 
asset register in place and have established a common good and trust fund working group which is 
undertaking a review to identify the full extent of common good assets within the authority.  
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The Committee is aware that it is the responsibility of local authorities to manage their common 
good assets in accordance with their statutory and non statutory duties as set out in the Local 
Government (Scotland) Acts of 1973 and 1994.   In previous correspondence we have also drawn 
the Committes attention to a range of recent publications which have reinforced to local authorities 
that they must manage common good assets in accordance with sound asset management 
principles and accounting practice.    
 
In the light of the above Ministers do not see the need for new legislation in respect of common 
good assets.  I trust this clarifies our position. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
CRAIG RUSSELL 
Deputy Director, Efficiency and Transformational Government 


