
SUBMISSION FROM ALLIANCE BOOTS 
 
1. As you will be aware, the Scottish Government has announced their proposals for 

the new levels of business rates, including a new levy on larger retailers. As a major 
employer in Scotland I wanted to write to you regarding our concerns on this issue. 
 

2. Although John Swinney has given reassurances that this levy is expected to affect 
supermarkets and out-of-town centres, along with many other retailers, we are 
worried about the impact on the broader retail community. Our store in Princes 
Street would be targeted with the Levy, a unit that could not be viewed as 'out-of-
town' or 'supermarket' in character? 
 

3. I would be grateful if you would consider, as an early priority in your work 
programme, devoting some dedicated time to examining this issue, as the formal 
process for subordinate legislation allows relatively little scrutiny of the impact on 
retail business, and resulting issues for city centres and the economy 
 

4. I entirely appreciate the important role that the Local Government and Communities 
Committee will have as the designated lead committee; however I hope that given 
your Committee's remit you may see it appropriate to consider the issue in parallel. 
 

5. The Scottish Government has not brought forward any impact assessment, and in 
the context of the current economic circumstances, we are concerned that the 
impact has not been given due consideration. 
 

6. I'm sure you will have seen the recent announcements at Westminster on a Localism 
and Decentralisation Bill, which will put similar proposals through a primary 
legislation process, and we are concerned that changes in Scotland are being 
pursued in a way that allows for a lesser level of Parliamentary scrutiny and 
business consultation. 
 

7. I hope you can find an opportunity to consider this important issue for high street 
retailers, and if it would be beneficial to that consideration, we would be very happy 
to meet with you, or discuss with your Committee, our concerns in more detail, if you 
would find it helpful.  

 
 
Alex Gourlay 
Chief Executive of the Health & Beauty Division. Alliance Boots 
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