
SUBMISSION FROM EDINBURGH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
 
 
By way of general remarks we welcome the creation of the framework and its comprehensive 
but accessible style overall, and are glad to see the wide range of issues being considered in 
formulating policy going forward.  It may also be appropriate that in considering NPF2 we 
need to accept that rapid change to our economic circumstances means reappraisal is vital. 
  
Beyond that I will limit my remarks to what seem to us as an organisation to be significant 
omissions (or at least omissions of scale).  Namely two key aspects of the Capital's economic 
future are understated, and we are concerned that these do not feature in the priority list of 
twelve key concerns.  Our concern stems from a belief that neglecting to prioritise these 
schemes will have severe negative consequences, not just for the City but for Scotland's 
economy as a whole. 
  
The two schemes are: 
  
The West Edinburgh plan 
  
and 
  
Edinburgh Waterfront 
  
Both are mentioned, and in some detail in the Spatial Planning section, but do not receive the 
priority which their economic importance to the whole nation would suggest is relevant.   
  
The Edinburgh Waterfront investment is scheduled to deliver some forty thousand new 
homes, which becomes over sixty thousand assuming the Leith docks development, 
'Edinburgh Harbour' goes ahead. These developments are critical to dealing with the 
country's highest incidence of lack of affordable housing.  Indeed they constitute the largest 
domestic construction project currently in progress in the UK.  Without adequate prioritisation 
of these schemes we will struggle to attract and keep the skilled labour needed to continue 
the City's development.  As Edinburgh' economic success is crucial to the nations' we would 
ask the Committee to consider adding Edinburgh Waterfront to the list of national priorities 
without delay. 
  
Secondly the West Edinburgh plan, which focuses more on transport, access and commercial 
potential is crucial in different ways.  If as NPF2 states to land to the south of the airport is 
crucial to housing international standard offices in future then we would ask the Committee to 
give credence to the traffic forecasting figures that show without an M8 spur we are heading 
for gridlock in the area, despite the existing proposals for tram construction and a new station 
link at Gogar.  Remember that in serving the airports connectivity we are linking in to the 
nation's busiest and fastest growing airport, and the M8 spur provides crucial linkage to 
travellers from South West and North of Edinburgh.  As Scotland's leading tourism gateway 
we will be providing for the one sector which is maintaining its strength in the Year of 
Homecoming, when many areas of the economy are weakened.  With nine of Scotland's 
twenty fastest growing companies currently based in West Edinburgh and given the 
challenges of economic recovery we currently face, we believe the M8 spur should be 
included in the plan and the status of the whole West Edinburgh development should also be 
raised to national importance. 
  
Thank you for considering these views, which I should be happy to amplify for the Committee 
if so requested. 
  
In response to your focus on the following questions: 

• Whether the policies set out in the NPF2 support the Government's key aims for the 
development of Scotland to 2030.  



• Whether the correct balance has been struck between economic development and 
environmental protection.  

• Whether the proposals listed as potential national developments meet the criteria set 
out by Ministers in a statement to Parliament on 13 September 2007.  

• The key priorities for regional development set out in the spatial perspectives section.  
• The potential impact on local authority development planning and development 

management.  
• Any financial implications for local authority planning departments.  

I believe my points above impact on all those points. 
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