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I am writing to follow up on points that were raised at the Justice Committee’s 
formal session on Stage 2 of the Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill 
on 16 March 2010, in particular in relation to Robert Brown’s amendment 99. 
You will recall that the amendment concerned annual reports on the operation 
of the community payback order. I undertook to write to the Committee to set 
out in detail the work that we are doing to improve information collection 
 
In 2008, recognising the need for data, the Scottish Government 
commissioned a sample audit of individual local authority performance in 
relation to the immediacy and speed with which offenders commence and 
complete community orders. This snapshot audit, at November 2008, 
provided baseline information of activity across Scotland which allows 
progress to be tracked. The November 2008 data was published and placed 
in SPICe in April 2009 (Bib number 47783). A second audit was carried out for 
November 2009 and the findings were published and placed in SPICe (Bib 
number 49886) on 20 May 2010. The information is also available on the 
Scottish Government website*. We plan to commission a further audit, based 
on a snapshot at November 2010. The results of this will be available in spring 
2011. We will apply the findings of the audit to inform and reinforce our work 
with partner agencies to improve the delivery of community service orders 
and, if the Parliament passes the Bill at Stage 3, community payback orders.  
 
Additionally, to ensure consistent collation of data, we are working with 
partners who deal with front-line services to review the scope and collection of 
criminal justice social work statistics to ensure that they will provide robust 
information on the delivery, uptake and impact of the community payback 
order. A stakeholder group has been established to review criminal justice 
social work statistics. Its membership includes front-line delivery partners 
such as local authorities and other partners such as SWIA and Community 
Justice Authorities, together with Scottish Government officials. The first 
meeting took place in March and stakeholders will continue to meet regularly 
over the summer. 
 
You will also recall that, in discussion of Robert Brown's proposed 
amendment 276 I offered to discuss in more detail with members of the 
Justice Committee the timescales for induction and commencement of 
community payback orders.  If such a meeting would be helpful, I would be 
grateful if the appropriate member's office, or the Committee Clerk, could 
contact my Diary Secretary, Kevin Farquharson, on 0131 244 2553 to arrange 
a mutually convenient time.  
 

                                            
*
 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/offender-
management/offender/community/16906/6822 
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