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Justice Committee 
 

Response from the Scottish Government to the Committee’s Report on 
the  

Scottish Government’s Draft Budget 2010-11 
 
I am writing in response to the Committee’s report on the Scottish 
Government’s Draft Budget 2010-11. 
 
I can assure the Committee that the points raised in their report will be given 
careful consideration as we move into a time of significant budgetary 
pressures. 
 
Providing our police service with the resources it needs is a high priority for 
the Scottish Government, and Local Government has an important role to play 
in providing their share of the overall funding.  Scottish Government officials 
will continue to work closely with COSLA within the terms of the Concordat, to 
ensure that the commitment to providing 1,000 additional officers in our 
communities is met. 
 
The Scottish Government continues to work with ACPOS, forces and the 
Scottish Police Services Authority to identify and deliver efficiencies in 
policing. Efficiency has already featured in discussions at the newly formed 
Scottish Policing Board and the Scottish Government also sits on ACPOS’ 
own Efficiency and Productivity Steering Group. We will not know the level of 
resources for 2011-12 and beyond until the outcome of the next Spending 
Review which is expected to take place later this year.  While forces have 
responded well in meeting and exceeding Efficient Government targets in 
recent years, it is now more important than ever that all opportunities for 
efficiency are taken and that any waste or duplication is removed. 
 
In relation to fire and rescue funding, the vast majority of related revenue 
funding is not ring-fenced and decisions on allocations are for local 
government to take.  The Scottish Government and COSLA, with support from 
CFOA(S) are in the process of reviewing the key principles which will inform 
the longer-term capital needs of the fire and rescue service and these 
discussions are underpinned by a shared commitment to the wider shared 
services agenda. 
 
In relation to community justice services, I can confirm that the expected 
budget transfer to this baseline from a centrally held budget targeted at 
reducing reoffending has now taken effect.  For 2010/11 the amount available 
for support to offenders (excluding the budget for victims and witnesses) 
stands at £111.394 million.  That includes the £0.8m which I announced on 
15 January 2010 specifically for women offenders’ initiatives. 
..  
In my evidence I stated that “In the current year an additional £3.5 million is 
being provided to Community Justice Authorities (CJAs) to improve the 
immediacy and visibility of community service.  I can confirm it is my intention 
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to increase these additional monies to £6m in 2010-11”.  These additional 
monies have been included in the 2010-11 allocations to CJAs.  
 
Finally, I have taken note of the Committee’s entirely reasonable point on 
prison running costs and can assure members that we will keep this important 
area under review. 
 
 
Kenny MacAskill MSP 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
16 March 2010 


