
SUBMISSION FROM DAVID WOODROW 
 

1. I thank you for the opportunity to convey some of the concerns I have for 
the Scottish newspaper industry and a large part of my livelihood. 

 
2. When I read the brief on the issues that your committee would be 

considering I was, to say the least, dismayed when there was no reference 
to the economic knock on effect such action would have on local 
independent newsagents. 

 
3. For the past ten years the Scottish news trade has suffered the 

consequences of a circulation battle between News International (the Sun) 
and Trinity Mirror (the Record) over the lucrative advertising revenue 
generated in central Scotland. 

 
4. Unfortunately while the Sun has increased its circulation by reducing price 

the advertising revenue has reduced dramatically which has made the 
whole exercise somewhat pointless but very damaging to other publishers, 
wholesalers and retailers. 

 
5. To help fund this exercise, over the ten plus years, the Sun have been 

operating at a reduced margin to news retailers in Scotland compared to the 
rest of the UK. (6.956 pence per copy compared to 8.12 pence per copy) 
and using funds generated outside the printed news industry, e.g. Sky 
Television etc, which was underwritten by the printed media when it was 
being set up. 

 
6. Other publishers have not been slow to follow and the likes of the Northern 

and Shell titles (Daily Star and Express) Associated Press (Daily Mail) and 
indeed Trinity Mirror (Record and Mirror) have all followed suit either by 
having reduced margin or price or both here in Scotland  

 
7. This activity has restricted the ability of the Scottish based publishers to 

generate funds from cover price to invest in their business whether it be 
journalists, plant or promotion. 

 
8. The same has happened in the retail trade where, I, as a Scottish news 

retailer, have been just short of £3000 per year worse off than a retailer 
selling the same number of newspapers in Carlisle or indeed the rest of the 
UK. for the past ten years. That is £30,000 which has not been available to 
invest in my business. 

 
9. By trade law we as retailers are unable to take co-coordinated action 

against any individual publisher who reduces terms and while it is not illegal 
to increase the printed price of a title the practicalities of such action would 
be counter productive so we are an easy target for publishers to increase 



their revenue if another source such as the public information notices dries 
up. 

 
10. Where in the past pay rates in the trade as in other trades were set by 

‘wages councils’ we now have national pay rates, which are probably no 
bad thing. They are however set by the UK Government, not the Scottish 
Government so we have to pay the same wages as in the rest of the UK. 
with less revenue to do so. 

 
11. Good journalists encourage people to read both the printed and digital word 

and that is recognised by the publishers not least News International who 
with their ability to access external funding have plundered many of the best 
writers from the indigenous Scottish titles. This fact is not lost on the 
readership and one of the most common complaints I have from customers 
is that there is too much news content taken from press agencies due to the 
reduction in journalists due to cost cutting and head hunting. 

 
12. It is a bit ironic that while costs reductions are being proposed by removing 

advertising from local and weekly papers many Councils are spending 
considerable funds on in house printed publications to ‘advertise’ how they 
have achieved or not achieved their targets. 

 
13. And finally it is again ironic that the publishing house I suspect least likely to 

be affected by the two proposals is News International who owns few if any 
of Scotland’s local or weekly titles and is the recipient of very little 
advertising from local authorities or the Scottish Government and its 
agencies. 

 
14. Please ‘Committee’ do not act hastily on this ‘cost cutting exercise’ without 

considering all the implications of your actions.  


