
SUPPLEMENTARY SUBMISSION FROM DAVID HUTCHISON 
 
1. If the Scottish Parliament feels that there are strong public interest 

arguments for public information notices, and possibly local authority job 
advertising, to continue to be placed in local papers, despite the local 
authorities’ view that removing such material would be financially 
advantageous to them, then there is a case for seeking some kind of 
reciprocal understanding with the newspaper companies concerned. An 
understanding is probably easier to obtain than a binding agreement, but 
such an understanding should be subject to performance review by the 
Scottish Parliament. 

 
2. What might be looked for are: 
 

• undertakings on the number of journalists employed in relation to 
the population of the geographic area in which each title operates; 

 
• undertakings on the range of journalists employed, from trainees to 

senior journalists; 
 
• commitments to sustained investment in training and development; 

this could include such things as the employment of young 
journalists, support for staff to embark on professional exams and 
short courses, and support for related activities; it might even be 
possible to set a benchmark figure for the relevant expenditure, 
such as 1% or 2% of turnover. 

 
3. In Sweden press subsidies are very specifically tied to performance. For 

example there is a requirement of titles that: 
 

At least 51 per cent of editorial content must be unique to the 
newspaper. In the case of low-periodicity newspapers, editorial content 
must amount to at least 1 000 column meters per annum, and in the 
case of metropolitan newspapers to at least 30 000 column meters. 
 
(The Market Consequences of Swedish Press Subsidies, Swedish 
Ministry of Culture 2007, 
www.sweden.gov.se/content/1/c6/01/90/32/c6a0f7aa.pdf). 

 
4. We are not talking about subsidies here in Scotland, so that kind of 

content requirement is not really appropriate, but since we are talking 
about the continuation of a form of revenue support, then broader and 
reasonably flexible understandings should be possible. 
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