
SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN EVIDENCE FROM MINISTER FOR 
EUROPE, EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND CULTURE – 29 OCTOBER 2008 

 
Budget process 2009-10 (Stage 2) 

 
Thank you for your letter of 15 October [please see Annexe] following my 
appearance before the Committee on 8 October 2008. 
 
The additional information I undertook to provide is as follows: 
 
Creative Scotland Budget breakdown
 
Creative Scotland 2009-10 2010-11 
 Draft 

Budget 
£m 

Plans 
 

£m 
Scottish Arts Council 
Core Grant 32.296 32.296
Youth Music Initiative 10.000 10.000
Cultural Co-ordinators 2.150 0.000
Arts and Business 0.400 0.400
Depreciation 0.073 0.073
Total Scottish Arts Council 44.919 42.769
 
Scottish Screen 
Core Grant 3.240 3.240
Cost of Capital 0.008 0.008
Depreciation 0.225 0.225
Total Scottish Screen 3.473 3.473
 
Edinburgh Festivals Expo 2.692 2.000
New Government Priorities 
(including Creative Innovation 
Fund) 

4.016 9.258

 
TOTAL 55.1 57.5
 
As I mentioned at Committee, later in the year we will be proposing a number 
of changes to these budgets under the revisions procedure, including the 
transfer from Scottish Enterprise of the £0.1 million annual budget for the 
Cultural Enterprise Office; funds from the Proceeds of Crime Act to develop 
arts and cultural activities for young and vulnerable people; and potentially 
funding from the Health portfolio for the Artful programme. We may also seek 
to adjust the profile of the Expo budget between 2009-10 and 2010-11 in the 
light of the funding applications received. 
 
 
 
 



Creative Innovation Fund 
 
As I explained in my letter to you of 5 December 2007 on the budget process 
for 2008-09, the Comprehensive Spending Review provided new resources 
for both the Expo fund and for other new Government priorities, and 
announcements on the latter would be made in due course. In Annex A of that 
letter, both the Expo and new Government priorities budgets were included 
under the heading “Creative Scotland” but were separate from the operational 
budgets of the Scottish Arts Council and Scottish Screen. 
 
The effect of my announcement to Parliament in June this year about the 
Creative Innovation Fund is that, in both 2009-10 and 20010-11, £2.5m will be 
reallocated from the New Government Priorities budget to Creative Scotland’s 
operational budgets.  The Creative Innovation Fund is thus the first detailed 
element we have announced of how our new funding for new Government 
priorities will be used. Further decisions on using and allocating the balance of 
this new funding (£1.516m in 2009-10 and £6.758m in 2010-11) will be made 
and announced at a later date. 
 
Reconciliation with draft 2007-08 budgets 
 
I mentioned at Committee that comparisons with the draft 2007-08 budgets 
need to take account of the transfer, announced by the previous 
administration, of the National Performing Companies from the Scottish Arts 
Council to direct funding from the Scottish Government. The table below 
provides a headline reconciliation with the spending review figures in my letter 
of 5 December 2007: 
 

 2007-08 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 
 Draft  

budget 
£m 

Budget 
 

£m 

Budget 
 

£m 

Draft 
budget 

£m 

Plans 
 

£m 
   
National Performing 
Companies1

20.000   

Other Scottish Arts Council 36.069   
TOTAL Scottish Arts 
Council 

56.069 45.419 45.419 44.919 42.769

Scottish Screen 3.308 3.403 3.473 3.473 3.473
Edinburgh Festivals Expo 1.308 2.692 2.000
New Government Priorities 
(including Creative 
Innovation Fund) 

 4.016 9.258

National Performing 
Companies (directly 
funded) 

23.900 25.400 24.900 27.400

TOTAL 59.4 72.7 75.6 80.0 84.9
                                                 
1 Estimated in the Draft Budget 2007-08 document see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/09/05131713/6



In the final budget for 2007-08, we were able to meet the previous 
administration’s undertaking to increase the resources for both the Scottish 
Arts Council and the National Performing Companies, and to raise that 
increase from £10 million to £13.3 million. In addition, over the spending 
review period, taking Creative Scotland, new Government priorities and the 
National Performing Companies together, we are increasing resources in 
cash terms by 16.8%. 
 
Linda Fabiani MSP 
 

Annexe 
 

LETTER FROM CONVENER TO MINISTER FOR EUROPE, EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS AND CULTURE – 15 OCTOBER 2008 

 
Following your appearance before the Education, Lifelong Learning and 
Culture Committee at its meeting on 8 October 2008, you undertook to 
provide the Committee with the breakdown of the Creative Scotland budget 
for 2009-10 and 2010-11, and details of the reconciliation between the draft 
2007-08 budget for the Scottish Arts Council and Scottish Screen and 
subsequent Creative Scotland budgets. The Committee is grateful for this 
undertaking and looks forward to receiving that information. 
 
Having reviewed the Official Report2 of the meeting of 8 October 2008, I 
would be grateful if you could provide clarification on one additional point. In 
column 1538 of the Official Report, the issue of the £5 million allocation to the 
innovation fund was discussed, during which you indicated that the £5 million 
was included in the overall budget for Creative Scotland for 2009-10 of £55.1 
million. You also indicated that the £5 million was not part of the spending 
review in 2007. Later, in column 1547, Wendy Wilkinson clarified that £2.5 
million of the £5 million allocation to the innovation fund was included in the 
2009-10 budget, under the “new Government priorities” line.  
 
In the Spending Review 2007 document, the budget for Creative Scotland for 
2009-10 was also given as £55.1 million. Given that the budget for 2009-2010 
remains at £55.1 million, could you clarify what has been cut from the budget 
as outlined in the Spending Review 2007 document to accommodate the £2.5 
million allocation to the innovation fund in 2009-10. I would be grateful if you 
could you also provide the same clarification for the remaining £2.5 million in 
the overall Creative Scotland budget for 2010-11. 
 
Karen Whitefield MSP 
 

                                                 
2 Scottish Parliament Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture Committee. Official Report, 8 
October 2008. Col 1538.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ellc/or-08/ed08-2402.htm#Col1538
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ellc/or-08/ed08-2402.htm#Col1538

