
SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN EVIDENCE FROM CABINET SECRETARY 
FOR EDUCATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING – 6 NOVEMBER 2008 

 
Budget process 2009-10 (Stage 2) 

 
During my evidence to the Committee on Wednesday 29 October regarding 
the budget process, Claire Baker MSP asked a question about why the 'Fees, 
grants and bursaries' line in the SAAS budget was reducing in 2009-10.  
 
The provision for this year's Budget Bill remains as it was in the three year 
spending plans established at the spending review. The reason for the 
planned expenditure being less in 2009-10 than in 2008-09 is due to our 
forecasts of demand for bursaries. Demand is expected to drop slightly as a 
trend had been identified where family income was increasing at a greater 
rate than than the inflation index used to uprate loans and grants annually. As 
the Young Student's Bursary is income assessed this led us to predict a slight 
drop in demand in each year of the spending review. The efficiencies 
generated from this have contributed to the additional investment in student 
support for part-time students.  
 
My officials continue to work closely with SAAS each year to produce forward 
estimates of potential bursary demand, primarily based on projected student 
numbers but also considering recent trends in uptake and likely eligibility for 
awards, to ensure that budgets are as close as possible to demand each 
year.  
 
I would also like to clarify the estimates I gave the Committee in my evidence 
for the roll out of Free Schools Meals for P1 - P3 pupils. The costs from 
August 2010 - March 2011 will be approximately £25 million and for a full year 
approximately £30m.  
 
For the Committee's information I also enclose a copy of the letter the Cabinet 
Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning sent to the Finance Committee 
on Efficient Government Outturn Report for 2007-08 [please see Annexe].  
 
Fiona Hyslop MSP  
 

Annexe 
 

LETTER FROM CABINET SECRETARY FOR FINANCE AND 
SUSTAINABLE GROWTH TO CONVENER OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE  

 
I am writing to let you know that I intend to announce the publication of the 
Efficient Government Efficiency Outturn Report for 2007-08 by way of an 
inspired Parliamentary Question.  
 
The Outturn Report shows that the Efficient Government initiative is 
continuing to deliver efficiency gains. The previous administration's 
aspirational target of £1.5 billion has been exceeded and some £1.74 billion of 
efficiency gains has actually been delivered. We are publishing the report on 



the Efficient Government pages of the Scottish Government website today at: 
www.scotland.Qov.ukl/Publications/2008/10/Outturn2008. I have asked my 
officials to send a paper copy to each member of the Finance Committee (via 
the Clerk to the Committee) to assist them in studying this report in detail.  
 
The Efficient Government Delivery Division have worked closely with 
Directorates and Director-Generals to ensure that the efficiency gains 
reported are robust. We remain firmly committed to the delivery of more 
efficient and effective government and to the 2% target we have set for the 
2008-11 efficiency programme. I will of course ensure that the Finance 
Committee is kept fully informed of future developments. 
 
John Swinney MSP  
31 October 2008 
 


