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Economy Energy Tourism Committee 
 

16th Meeting, 2010 (Session 3), Wednesday, 19 May 2010 
 

European Commission Work Programme 
 
Background 

1. At its meeting on Tuesday 20 April, the European and External Relations 
Committee began its consideration of the European Commission’s Work 
Programme (CWP) for 2010-14.  As has been its approach in previous years, 
the European and External Relations Committee agreed to consult subject 
committees on the CWP, with a view to identifying the EU policy and 
legislative proposals within devolved areas that will potentially have a 
significant impact on Scotland.   

2. The CWP details the work programme for the Commission for the 
remainder of 2010 and includes an indicative list of proposals through to the 
end of the Commission’s mandate in 2014. The Parliament’s European Officer 
has prepared an analysis of the CWP. The parts of this analysis which are of 
relevance to the EET Committee are reproduced at annexe A and B for 
members’ reference. 

Engagement with the Commission Work Programme 

3. Committees are invited to indicate the EU issues which are of most 
interest to them and with which the Committee may wish to engage during 
2010/11. The European Officer can then be asked to track the issues that 
have been highlighted and will continue to provide regular updates to subject 
committees in the fortnightly Brussels Bulletin. 

4. Members have the option of engaging in greater depth, should particular 
areas of the work programme merit this. Engagement could take the form of 
oral briefing or in-depth written reports from the European Officer, an EET 
Committee inquiry supported by the European Officer or referral to the 
European and External Relations Committee. At this stage, however, 
members may be content to ask the European Officer to keep them informed 
of substantive developments and then assess what else may be necessary. 

5. Depending on the Committee’s decision, the Clerks will prepare a 
response for the European and External Relations Committee, which will 
consider subject committees’ responses at its meeting on 1 June. 

6. Annexe A lists the issues under the EET Committee’s portfolio which will 
progress in the coming years. In order to assist members in identifying 
priorities, Annexe B provides more detail on the headings within Annexe A. 

Recommendation 

7. Members are invited to consider the attached extracts from the CWP 
and: 
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• indicate the areas on which they would like the European Officer to 
track, update the Committee in light of substantive developments 
and provide, if further requested, briefings to the Committee. 

• agree to consider any further engagement in light of these briefings.  

Joanna Hardy 
Senior Assistant Clerk 

May 2010 
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ANNEXE A 
 
Table 1: EU Issues of importance to Scotland, within EET’s portfolio that 

will progress in 2010 
 

Nature  Title Likely date of 
publication 

 
Economy, Energy & Tourism 
   

Economy   
Directive (s) European Digital Agenda April 2010 
Communication Re-launch of the single market May 2010 
Communication Agenda for New skills and jobs 3rd Quarter 2010 
Communication Research and Innovation Plan 7 September 2010 
Communication Industrial Policy Communication / Industrial 

Competitiveness Package
September 2010 

Communication The Platform Against Poverty 4th Quarter 2010 
Midterm review Small Business Act (SBA) for Europe October 2010 
Directive Revision of the Working Time Directive December 2010 
Communication Erasmus for Entrepreneurs December 2010 
   

Energy   
Communication(s) European Energy Infrastructure Package November 2010 
   

Tourism   
Communication Renewed EU Tourism Policy Framework October 2010 
 
Table 2: EU Issues of importance to Scotland, within EET’s portfolio that 
will progress 2011–14 
 

Nature  Title 
 

 
Economy, Energy & Tourism 
  

Economy  
Communication Towards a Resource Efficient Europe and a Smart, Sustainable Bio-

Economy 
Directive 8th Framework Programme (FP8) 
  

Energy  
Regulation Regulatory framework on Smart Grids
Communication Revised Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
Communication Energy Action Plan 2011-2020 
Communication(s) Roadmap(s)  for low carbon energy system by 2020 (and 2050) 
Communication Implementing the biofuel sustainability scheme 
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http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/9_infso_digital_agenda_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/16_markt_relaunch_single_market_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/11_entr_research_innovation_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/10_entr_industrial_policy_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/10_entr_industrial_policy_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/57_entr_review_small_business_act_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/21_empl_revision_working_time_directive_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/106_entr_erasmus_entrepreneurs_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/19_ener_energy_infrastructure_package_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/60_entr_tourism_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/56_ener_smartgrids_legal_proposal_en.pdf
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ANNEXE B 

Economy  - proposals which will progress in 2010 
 

Communication on European Digital Agenda 
The agenda is a flagship initiative of the Europe 2020 strategy (March 2010), 
which will in effect become the Commission strategy for Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT).  Its aim is to provide a stable legal 
framework that will stimulate investment in internet services and help create a 
single market for online content/services.  The package will include: (i) 
measures to promote broadband roll out and take-up; (ii) legal reforms to 
stimulate the digital single market and to enhance ICT standardisation; (iii) 
measures to enforce on-line consumer protection; and (iv) funding support 
instruments, including guidance on structural funds. 
 
Communication on the Re-launch of the Single Market 
President Barroso recently announced a major analysis of the ‘missing links’ 
in the internal market and a plan to bring forward a major package of 
measures to re-launch the single market in time for the 20th anniversary of 
the 1992 project (Political guidelines, September 2009).  The communication 
will draw upon the report currently being prepared by Mario Monti (expected 
end of April 2010), which will contain options and recommendations on how 
the remaining obstacles to the single market can be removed and how the 
single market process can be ‘reinvigorated’.  Specific legislative actions will 
follow in a subsequent major package of measures to re-launch the single 
market (2011 – 2012). 
 
Communication on Agenda for New skills and jobs 
The Europe 2020 strategy places great emphasis on ensuring that EU citizens 
are suitably prepared and ‘tooled’ for the job market.  As part of the realisation 
of the strategy the Commission intends to develop a common language and 
operational tool for education/training and work, to be termed the European 
Skills, Competences and Occupations framework (ESCO).  The purpose of 
the Communication is to (i) identify better ways to manage the economic 
transitions and raise activity rates; (ii) to facilitate intra-EU labour mobility and 
better match skills and labour supply with demand, to be supported with 
appropriate structural funds; (iii) to strengthen the capacity of social partners; 
(iv) to strengthen co-operation in education and training which raises skill 
levels, and ensures that competences are acquired and recognised 
throughout general, vocational, higher and adult education. 
 
Communication on the Research and Innovation Plan 
Despite the advent of the European Research Area (ERA) (2000), the EU’s 
global position in research has not improved; indeed in R&D it has declined. 
The reasons for this include research policy fragmentation, obstacles to the 
researcher mobility (academia => market) and confused funding protocols/ 
priorities.  The (non legislative) Research & Innovation Plan will facilitate the 
implementation of the Europe 2020’s ‘Innovation Union’ flagship initiative by 
re-focusing R&D and innovation policy around new challenges (i.e. climate 
change, energy & resource efficiency, health and demographic change) and 
strengthening each link in the innovation chain from 'blue sky' research to 
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http://ec.europa.eu/growthandjobs/pdf/complet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/president/pdf/press_20090903_EN.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/469&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/growthandjobs/pdf/complet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=4654&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=4654&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/index_en.html
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commercialisation.    It will seek to complete the ERA, improve framework 
conditions (with legislation covering patents, copyright and intellectual 
property protection), launch European Innovation Partnerships between 
member states and the Commission, and refocus EU funding.  
 
Communication on Industrial Policy / Industrial Competitiveness Package 
This initiative appeared first in President Barroso’s Political guidelines 
(September 2010) and underpins the ‘Industrial policy for the globalisation 
era’ flagship initiatives of the Europe 2020 Strategy.  The aim of the 
Communication/action plan is to foster a strong, competitive and diversified 
industrial base in Europe, while improving its energy and resource efficiency. 
Both sectoral and horizontal policy initiatives (such as competition, single 
market, energy or innovation policies) are expected.  Legislation may follow at 
a later stage.  The Communication will be accompanied by three staff working 
papers: (i) the results of the ‘industrial stocktaking exercise’); (ii) the revised 
format annual European Competitiveness Report); and (iii) an overview of 
Member State industrial competitiveness policies. Conferences will shortly 
take place on competitiveness Brussels (26 April 2010) and innovation Balbao 
(27 April 2010). 
 
Communication on the Platform Against Poverty 
In 2000, EU leaders established the Social Inclusion Process to make a 
decisive impact on eradicating poverty by 2010.  However, the process has 
made little impact on poverty across the EU.  To address this issue, one of the 
Europe 2020 strategy’s flagship initiatives is the establishment of a European 
platform against poverty, the purpose of which is to ‘ensure economic, social 
and territorial cohesion by helping the poor and socially excluded and 
enabling them to play an active part in society’.  The Communication, 
expected by the end of 2010, is will put forward proposals to: (i) establish the 
platform; and (ii) detail the necessary changes to the Social Open Method of 
Co-ordination (OMC). The Communication will also look at progress in the 
social domain and outline an agenda to generate greater political commitment 
and visibility, and a stronger positive interaction with other policies. A 
particular focus will be on active inclusion and child poverty. 
 
Communication on the Review of the Small Business Act (SBA) for 
Europe 
The Small Business Act (SBA) was launched in December 2008.  It set out 
priority measures in three areas: access to finance, better regulation/’Think 
Small First’ principle and access to markets.  The Commission reported on 
progress to date in December 2009.  SMEs feature prominently in the Europe 
2020 strategy (under Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive Growth, page 8).  The 
mid term review of the SBA will provide an opportunity to assess progress to 
date against the new criteria launched in the Europe 2020 strategy (improving 
the business environment of SMEs, reducing transaction costs of doing 
business in Europe and promoting more competitive and internationalised 
SMEs).  Various consultation mechanisms (panels, on-line survey, etc.) are 
envisaged ahead of the SBA communication, which will be accessible here. 
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http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/president/pdf/press_20090903_EN.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/growthandjobs/pdf/complet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/industrial-policy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/Ind_Comp_2010
http://www.challenges4innovation.es/Publico/Home/index.aspx?idioma=en
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/spsi/poverty_social_exclusion_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/growthandjobs/pdf/complet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/spsi/the_process_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/spsi/the_process_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0394:FIN:en:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2009:0680:FIN:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/growthandjobs/pdf/complet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/growthandjobs/pdf/complet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/growthandjobs/pdf/complet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/small-business
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Communication on Erasmus for Entrepreneurs 
A pilot project Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs (EYE) was launched in 2007 
at the instigation of the European Parliament, which allows new entrepreneurs 
to stay with experienced host entrepreneurs in another Member State for 1 - 6 
months.  This project will continue until 2011, when it is likely to be subsumed 
within a new project open to all entrepreneurs regardless of experience or 
age, ‘Erasmus for Entrepreneurs’.  The specific objectives of the new 
programme will be to: (i) promote entrepreneurial attitudes, ambitions and 
skills through interaction with successful entrepreneurs; (ii) facilitate 
successful development of nascent business ideas; (iii) encourage networking 
and exchange of experience and information; and (iv) enhance market access 
and identification of potential partners in other EU countries.  EYE will 
undergo evaluation throughout 2010, the result of which is likely to inform the 
development of the new project.  
 
Review of the Working Time Directive (WTD) 
Following the failure of the institutions to agree revision of the Working Time 
Directive (April 2009), President Barroso announced that the Commission 
would try again in 2010 (September 2009).  The Commission has recently 
launched a first stage consultation (24 March 2010) to secure the views of 
workers and employers (‘the social partners’) on whether action is required 
and what scope it should take.  In parallel with the consultation, the 
Commission will carry out an extensive impact assessment, including an 
examination of the legal application of the Directive and its social and 
economic implications. The study will explore protecting workers' health and 
safety, improving the balance between work and private life, giving 
businesses and workers flexibility without increasing the administrative 
burdens of enterprises.  It is generally accepted that the status quo in 
untenable in the medium term.  Options being considered are amendment of 
the existing directive, or amendment together with ‘soft law’ options, which 
could include negotiated settlements involving the social partners (depending 
on their content. 
 

Proposals to emerge 2011 – 2014 
 

Nature Title/ Description 
Communication Towards a Resource Efficient Europe and a Smart, Sustainable 

Bio-Economy 
The Communication will aim to mobilise research, innovation and 
education to identify and facilitate the path ‘Towards a Resource 
Efficient Europe’ as envisaged in the Europe 2020 strategy. The 
paper will provide a vision and action plan for a sustainable and 
innovative EU Bio-economy. The Communication will also address 
the policy framework and concrete actions which will contribute to 
the ‘Innovation Union’. 
 

Directive 8th Framework Programme (FP8) 
Following the 7th Framework Programme (FP7), the Commission will 
put forward a new funding programme for the period 2014 – 2020.  
The proposal will contain the main orientations and rules for 
participation. Further detail will appear in a set of proposals for 
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http://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32003L0088:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32003L0088:EN:NOT
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=4753&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/growthandjobs/pdf/complet_en.pdf
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm
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specific programmes.  The nature of FP8 is likely to be heavily 
influenced by the mid term review of FP7 (2010). 

 
Energy - proposals which will progress in 2010 
 

Communication on a European Energy Infrastructure Package (EIP) 
The Energy Infrastructure Package (EIP), which was announced as part of the 
Second Strategic Energy Review (November 2008) and agreed by Council in 
March 2009, will be ‘a cornerstone of the wider European energy policy’.  The 
EIP will seek to: (i) complete the Internal Energy Market, (ii) guarantee 
security of energy supply, through assistance for key infrastructure projects; 
and (iii) ensure development of energy networks.  The package will include:  

• Communication on Energy Infrastructure Development for the 2020/30 
horizon 

• Review of guidelines for trans-European networks in energy (TEN-E) 
• Commission staff working paper on energy infrastructure 
• Communication on the preparation of a blue print for offshore grids in 

the Northern Seas of Europe 
• Report on the state of play of smart grids 
 

Proposals to emerge 2011 – 2014 
 

Nature Title/ Description 
Regulation/ 

Communication 
Regulatory framework on Smart Grids 
Smart Grids are considered an important contribution to energy 
efficiency and security. The EU does not yet have in force any 
legislation that directly obliges Member States to invest and 
deploy Smart Grid technologies. Three options are currently being 
considered to address this situation: (i) a Communication that 
outlines the roles and recommendations to those involved in 
Smart Grids deployment: (ii) a set of guidelines/ 
recommendations to Member States for the implementation of 
Smart Grids under the framework of the 3rd Energy Package; or 
(iii) a new Annex under the 3rd Energy Package's Directives for a 
European legislative framework and time horizon obligations for 
the deployment of Smart Grids, e.g. as a new Annex 2.  A final 
proposal will emerge in December 2011. 

Communication Revised Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
The current EU energy efficiency action plan was adopted in 
2006, and as such is in need of revision.  The Communication will 
identify the measures to achieve 20% efficiency savings by 2020, 
notably in the building, utility and transport sectors. It may be 
accompanied where appropriate by legislative proposals, e.g. a 
recast of the energy services directive. A separate analysis of the 
first Energy Efficiency Action Plan will also be published. 

Communication Energy Action Plan 2011-2020 
The EU has made a number of unilateral and internationally 
agreed commitments in the field of climate change, many of 
which have a direct impact on EU energy policy.   The purpose of 
the action plan is to provide a holistic strategy document that lays 
out the priority action points for 2011-2020. 

Communication(s) Roadmap(s)  for low carbon energy system by 2020 (and 
2050) 
One of the declared ambitions of Commission President Barroso 
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http://ec.europa.eu/energy/strategies/2008/2008_11_ser2_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/infrastructure/tent_e/ten_e_en.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smart_grid
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/gas_electricity/third_legislative_package_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/action_plan_energy_efficiency/doc/com_2006_0545_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:114:0064:0064:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/home_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/index_en.htm
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is to ensure that the EU becomes a low carbon economy by 2050.  
The initial 2020 roadmap will set out a framework for action in a 
variety of policy areas necessary for the shift to a resource 
efficient and low-carbon economy. The aim is to increase 
resource productivity and decouple economic growth from 
resource and energy use, enhance competitiveness and promote 
greater energy security and resource independence of the EU by 
2020. 
 

The second communication will identify the further required steps 
to attain the more ambitious 2050 target. 

Communication Implementing the biofuel sustainability scheme 
The Biofuels Directive (2003) stipulated that member states must 
ensure that 5.75 % of all fuel used in transport is biofuels by 
2010.  However, a number of environmental and social concerns 
have been raised regarding the unintended consequences of this 
target. The Communication will guide Member States and 
economic operators on how to implement the new sustainability 
criteria. It will also endorse 'voluntary schemes' and update/add 
'default values' related to the sustainability scheme. 

 
Tourism - proposals which will progress in 2010 
 

Communication on the renewed EU Tourism Policy Framework 
The Commission sees a role for itself in ensuring a better visibility and image 
for Europe and in improving the reliability/accessibility of information on tourist 
activities, particularly when of a trans-national nature (see Council 
Conclusions for summary of problems facing tourism sector (November 
2007)). The Commission initiative will aim to support, co-ordinate and 
supplement Member States measures by: (i) raising industry awareness of the 
importance of innovation and potential EU funds; (ii) strengthening the use of 
new technologies, in particular of ICT; (iii) enhancing the knowledge base of 
the tourism sector; (iv) reinforcing the perception of Europe as a desirable 
holiday destination; and (v) promoting sustainable management practices by 
destinations and enterprises. 
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2003:123:0042:0046:EN:PDF
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/intm/97225.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/intm/97225.pdf
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