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Thank you for your letter of 7 November 2008, sent by e-mail, in which you discussed 
the EET Committee’s request for further information relating to the draft budget 2009-
10. 
 
I understand that responses to all the specific questions raised by Wendy Alexander 
MSP at the evidence session on 5 November were provided by the Minister for 
Enterprise, Energy and Tourism in full on 6 November, as requested, in order that the 
Committee could produce a final report on the draft budget by 12 November.   
   
Clearly, there has been some confusion between the Committee Clerk and Scottish 
Government officials about the additional question, as outlined in your letter, which is 
regrettable.  Correspondence on Friday 7 November from my officials undertook to 
provide this information sought as soon as possible and I am happy to do so – see 
attached.    
 
I attach great importance to maintaining good relations and good communications 
between my portfolio and the Committees of the Parliament. I know that this view is 
shared by the Committee and I hope that this will continue in the future. 
 
 
 JOHN SWINNEY 



 

EET COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT BUDGET 2009-10, 
5 NOVEMBER 2008 

RESPONSE TO FINAL QUESTION SUBMITTED TO SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
AFTER THE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Q. Details which outline the budgets for each of the 6-point plan bullets: what 
cash is associated with these, what is new (either since Nov 07 or mid-Sept 08 time 
periods) etc. If not new cash, which budget lines have been reduced to cover these 
sums.  
 
A. The six action areas within the recovery plan cross Portfolio 
boundaries.  Some of the measures also involve in-year reprioritisation within 
existing budgets while others involve bringing forward planned spending.  
Consequently, it is not possible to identify specific budget lines in each case.  
 
As already noted in a previous answer to the Committee, the key change 
proposed in the Draft 2009-10 Budget is the bringing forward of £100 million 
spend in the Affordable Housing Investment Programme from 2010-11 to 2008-
09 (£30 million) and 2009-10 (£70 million).  As explained at page 52 of the Draft 
Budget document, some £60 million of this will be committed from national 
government programmes and, in line with the Concordat, a further £40 million 
from Local Government.  The £60 million from national government 
programmes will be made up of £16 million from Health, £10 million from 
Housing and Regeneration, £20 million from Education and Lifelong Learning, 
£10 million from Justice, and £4 million from Rural Affairs and the 
Environment. 
 
Any further changes to budgets will be reflected in the Budget Bill and as part 
of the normal cycle of budgetary revision. 
 



 Q. Details of how the 6-point plan bullet on energy efficiency is consistent with 
real terms reductions proposed in coming FYs  

A. Within the plan, action on intensifying work on energy efficiency within 
the EET budget currently includes the following activities: 

o Working with the energy companies to increase spend in Scotland 
under the Carbon Emissions Reduction Target (CERT). Evidence 
suggests that Scotland is not receiving its fair share of CERT spend. 
Consequently, the Scottish Government is working in partnership 
with the energy companies to ensure that households in Scotland 
receive the fair share of benefits.  

o The Energy Saving Scotland Advice Network. This provides a more 
strategic and streamlined one-stop shop approach to advice for 
householders on energy efficiency, renewables and personal 
transport. The Energy Saving Scotland Home Help will also provide 
tailored and dedicated support to help householders find the 
appropriate energy solutions. 

o Revising and re-launching small business loan scheme with a more 
proactive and targeted marketing campaign to ensure that 
businesses are making best use of current schemes.  

It is important to note that the EET budget does not reflect the total spend 
on energy efficiency – efforts to intensify action on energy efficiency will be 
undertaken across Scottish Government portfolios.   

Q. Details of what the Minister was describing in terms of the acceleration/re-
profiling of EU funding (ERDF?)  

A.  This year almost £100 million has been allocated to projects under the 
European Social Fund programmes (45% of the total allocation) and a 
further £100 million from European Regional Development Fund 
programmes. Overall, this represents approximately a third of the total 
Structural Funds allocation to Scotland. 
 
Future award recommendations will be made by the Programme Monitoring 
Committees for the Highlands & Islands and Lowlands and Uplands 
Scotland programmes when they meet in February and March 2009, 
respectively.  They will make recommendations to Ministers on the next 
annual round of funding.  
 
 

  
 
 


