
SUPPLEMENTARY EVIDENCE FROM THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TABLED BY WENDY ALEXANDER DURING 
EVIDENCE SESSION WITH THE MINISTER FOR ENTERPRISE, ENERGY 
AND TOURISM 5 NOVEMBER 2008 

Q. Information (qualitative and quantitative) of the budgetary changes that have 
been made in the following two time periods as a result of a desire to tackle some 
of the challenges in the economy: (i) the period between the publication of the 
proposed draft budget for 09/10 as part of the 3-yr spending review (November 
2007) and when the actual Draft Budget proposals for 09/10 were published in 
mid-September 2008, and (ii) the period since mid-September 2008 and now.  

A. Between the publication of the Spending Review Document in 
November 2007 and presenting Draft Budget to the Finance Committee on 
16 September 2008, the First Minister announced on 19 August that the 
Scottish Government had decided to bring forward up to £100 million of 
spending in the Affordable Housing Investment Programme into 2008-09 
and 2009-10.  The resources are being found from other Programmes, as 
announced at the time, and will be returned in 2010-11.  These changes are 
reflected in the Draft Budget document.  The Government’s final budgetary 
proposals for 2009-10, in the light of consultations with Committees, will be 
set out in the Budget Bill in January 2009. 

Q. Details of the capital spending that has been accelerated to support growth 
which justifies the statements by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and 
Sustainable Growth in the Draft Budget proposals. 

A. The Draft Budget shows accelerated capital spending of £100 million on 
the Affordable Housing Investment Programme.  Of this, £30 million has 
been brought forward from 2010-11 to 2008-09 and £70 million to 2009-10. 
The Scottish Government is currently further reviewing its capital spending 
budgets and working with key partners to identify any additional scope for 
accelerating capital spending. 

Q. Details of the requests to HM Treasury to draw down all EYF and also to 
change the split between revenue and capital and how this changed. Also, did 
this represent a shift in balance?  Furthermore, the level of EYF available in FY 
07/08 and how it was used and estimates of current level of EYF expected for FY 
08/09.  

A. The subject of EYF drawdown was raised in the context of the 2007 
Spending Review.  The amounts negotiated with Treasury for draw down as 
EYF over the SR period are £300m/£400m/£174m.  The split between 
revenue and capital is: 

- Revenue – £184m/£163m/£153m 
- Capital – £116m/£237m/£21m 

In addition, we negotiated drawdown in 2007-08 of £655 million (£225 
million in resource and £430 million in capital).  It is not possible to attribute 
the drawdown to particular programmes.  We have asked Treasury to 
release EYF sums of £42 million unspent in 2007-08 to enable us to 
increase spending in support of the Scottish economy this year.  Approval 



has not been given.  Consequently EYF drawdown in 2008-09 remains for 
the moment at £184 million revenue and £116 million capital as agreed in 
the Spending Review. 

Q. Will there be further acceleration and/or reprofiling of the budget during the 
remainder of FY 08/09 and if so, details thereof. Also, if so, how is this consistent 
with parliamentary scrutiny, particularly the role played by committees and our 
timetables? Likewise, will there be any further announcements on spending as 
part of the 6-point plan and, if so, details thereof and how is this consistent with 
parliamentary scrutiny etc?  

A. The Scottish Government is currently reviewing the need for further 
acceleration or re-profiling of the budget in 2008-09.  If any changes to the 
budget are proposed for 2008-09 they will be brought forward at the Spring 
Budget Revision when there will be an opportunity for them to be 
scrutinised by the Parliament.  New spending may be announced as part of 
the economic recovery plan, but the plan also concentrates on how the 
timing and focus of agreed spending can be changed to support the 
economy. The budget consultation process allows for views to be fed into 
the detailed proposals which will then be finalised for the Budget Bill. 

Q. Details/timetable for implementation of the 2006 Act on planning and whether 
this has been accelerated and, if so, how so?  

A. Implementation of parts of the 2006 Planning Act has already 
commenced, however the main elements relating to the modernisation of 
the planning system require supporting secondary legislation.  This raft of 
secondary legislation has been developed, consulted on, and further 
streamlined in discussion with stakeholders to reduce complexity and 
provide scope for local solutions wherever possible.   

Our new approach to planning goes beyond legislative change.  At the 28th 
October planning summit Mr Swinney announced a series of actions to 
support and accelerate modernisation.  We have secured a shared 
commitment by the Government, local authorities, key agencies and the 
development industry for ‘Delivering Planning Reform’.  It is recognised 
that some of these actions should feed through quickly into securing 
system improvements.  Others are more structural and longer-term.  The 
Government is looking for a progress report in Spring 2009, and will share 
that update with Parliament. 

 


