
 
 

 
(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1314 

 
1. Name of petitioner 
Miss Rebecca Stafford 

2. Petition title  
Ban the hot branding of all equines in Scotland 

3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
amend immediately the Prohibited Procedures on Protected Animals 
(Exemptions) (Scotland) Regulations 2007 and ban the hot branding of all 
equine animals.  
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the 
petition 

1.) A letter was sent by my friend Miss Hazel Wilkie to Christine Graham 
MSP and Richard Lochhead MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and 
the Environment, outlining the reasons why we think hot branding should be 
banned in Scotland. This letter was also forwarded to Dr Bill Wilson MSP by 
Alex Copland, owner of the Heathpool stud farm of Exmoor ponies.  
 
2.) A facebook group entitled ‘STOP the hot branding of Exmoor ponies in 
Scotland’ has been created, it currently has 478 members. 
www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/group.php?gid=171388869495&ref=ts 
  
The reason the group relates to Exmoor ponies is because currently the only 
exemptions issued for branding are for this breed of pony. 
 
3.) Alex Copland contacted Chris House, Director of the British Equine 
Veterinary Association, to obtain his opinion on hot branding.  
 
4.) I have also recently been contributing to an MSN news message board 
regarding hot branding. This can be seen online at: 
http://boards.msn.com/UKNewsboards/thread.aspx?boardid=808&ThreadID
=1546917&BoardsParam=HIPDelay=1 
 
5. Petition background information  



 
 
Whilst in my first year at Edinburgh University I became a member of 
Edinburgh University Exmoor Pony Trekking Society. Through the society I 
became involved with the Exmoor ponies at Heathpool stud farm situated 
near Peebles, and owned by Alex Copland. After hearing about the anti-hot 
branding campaign that Alex had initiated, my friend Hazel Wilkie and I 
decided to get involved. Hazel sent letters detailing why we thought hot 
branding should be banned to Christine Grahame MSP and Richard 
Lochhead MSP, and I set up the facebook group. Alex also forwarded the 
same letter onto Dr Wilson MSP. Since then both Christine Grahame and Dr 
Wilson have voiced their support for our campaign and for an end to hot 
branding in Scotland. Dr Wilson in particular has issued several press 
releases relating to this matter and has also raised the issue in Parliament. 
 
Chris House, director of the BEVA was also contacted by Alex Copland with 
regards to his view on this issue. He replied stating that he was against 
branding and would like to see an end to its use in Scotland. Indeed in a 
recent letter to Sandra Mansell, treasurer of the Exmoor Pony Society, he 
confirmed the BEVA position on hot branding stating that both the BEVA and 
the BVA (British Veterinary Association) have concluded that hot branding in 
horses should cease. This was reiterated in a recent press release by Nicky 
Paull, president of the British Veterinary Association, which affirms the 
association’s support for an end to hot branding: ‘On horses, both the BVA 
and our specialist division BEVA (the British Equine Veterinary Association) 
have welcomed the requirement for foals to be microchipped and see this as 
an opportunity to ban hot branding as a means of identification. This is a 
position that may be controversial in some quarters, but we are clear that the 
welfare of the animal must dictate the policy.’ 
 
A study conducted by scientists at the University of Copenhagen evaluating 
pain and inflammation associated with hot branding and microchipping in 
horses, concluded that hot branding was more painful than microchipping 
and should be abandoned where possible. A summary of this study can be 
found online at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19566469.  
 
This study is especially significant given that the horses used in it had the 
branding iron applied to them once and for only one second, yet this was 
enough to cause obvious pain. However in real cases in Britain ponies are 
branded up to four times with the branding iron being held on for anything up 
to 20 seconds (according to witness reports). Indeed a DVD of an Exmoor 
pony being branded in Scotland shows the iron being held on for 7 seconds, 
with the whole process causing visible pain and distress to the pony.  
 
In response to the efforts of Dr Wilson MSP to raise the issue of our 
campaign in parliament, the Scottish Government has decided to review its 
policy of allowing certain ponies in Scotland to be subjected to hot branding 
through the Prohibited Procedures on Protected Animals (Exemptions) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2007. Under section 20 (6) of the Animal Health and 
Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 it is a requirement that before any regulation is 
made under section 20, Scottish Ministers must consult "such persons 
appearing to them to represent relevant interests...as they consider 
appropriate". In light of this, I wish to demonstrate through the use of an 



 
 
online petition how much support there is for an amendment which would 
make the hot branding of any equine in Scotland an offence. 

6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website 
as an e-petition? 

YES 

7. Closing date for e-petition 

26 February 2010 

8. Comments to stimulate on-line discussion 

Hot branding is the process of pressing a heated metal shape (branding 
iron) against the skin of an animal with the purpose of leaving an identifying 
mark. It is an extremely painful and stressful process which, when not done 
correctly, can cause permanent soft tissue damage. It is illegal in Scotland to 
hot brand sheep, cattle and most equines because of the distress it causes 
them. However an exemption has been made for certain breeds of equine, 
namely Exmoor ponies, because of a brand’s perceived role as an useful 
method of identification. However brands are often very difficult to read, 
particularly from a distance, and during the winter months they are 
completely obscured by a pony’s long winter coat.  
 
The distress caused to ponies by the hot branding process is horrifying to 
witness. Exmoor’s are often branded just after they have been weaned at six 
months old, and in some cases it is their first contact with humans. They are 
crushed against a wall by several people whilst the iron is applied, a process 
which will be repeated up to four times as there are several marks a pony 
will be branded with (e.g. mark identifying the herd and a herd number). The 
young ponies scream, rear-up and collapse with the pain and fear.  
 
Given that hot branding is not an effective method of identification and that 
by law all ponies now have to be microchipped, we believe that there is no 
justification for this barbaric practice to be allowed to continue. Please 
support our efforts to get the law in Scotland changed so that hot branding is 
made illegal for ALL horses and ponies by signing our petition.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


