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(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1305 

 
PLEASE REFER TO GUIDANCE NOTES AT THE BACK OF THIS FORM. 

1. Name of petitioner 
Margaret Paton 
2. Petition title  
Extension of bowel cancer screening programme 
3. Petition text  
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to extend 
the bowel cancer screening programme to the immediate families of those 
who have been diagnosed with bowel cancer. 
4. Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the 
petition 
In April 2007 I spoke on BBC radio to the former First Minister Jack 
McConnell MSP. He said on the above issue that, “it was a very valid point”. 
 
In May 2007 I contacted Shona Robison MSP, Minister for Public Health. She 
replied that there were genetic clinical guidelines issued in 2001. People 
diagnosed (if there is a history of cancer in their families) were referred 
through their GPs. 
 
In June 2007 I contacted Andy Kerr MSP, former Health Secretary, who then 
contacted Nicola Sturgeon MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Health. Her reply was 
the same as Shona Robison’s. She said that the Scottish Government is not 
considering extending the screening programme, so these guidelines have 
nothing whatsoever to do with this issue that I am campaigning for. Since 
2008, Cathy Jamieson MSP has been very supportive. Sandra Osborne MP 
contacted the then Westminster Health Secretary Alan Johnson MP who 
understood the issue, but pointed out that this was a devolved matter. 
5. Petition background information  
I was diagnosed with bowel cancer in 2003 and my daughter Lorna died with 
bowel cancer on Christmas Day 2005. When I was diagnosed, I was asked if 
my parents had cancer or if there was a history of cancer in my family. I could 
not give them an answer as I am adopted and therefore had no knowledge of 
my biological parents. I did not realise at that time that my daughter would 
have had cancer. 
 
What I wish is that for anyone who has been diagnosed with bowel cancer, 
their immediate families should automatically be screened. In the last couple 
of years, more and more people under 40 years of age have been diagnosed 
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with bowel cancer (some young people are still unaware of the benefits of a 
healthy diet or ignore the dangers associated with alcohol, smoking or 
skipping regular meals). Regarding the genetic clinical guidelines, if 
someone’s parents have never had cancer, it could skip a generation before 
problems happen. In addition, the older generation did not discuss the issue 
of cancer. 
 
My first priority is to save lives and it cannot be done if we don’t have 
screening for the relatives of the people diagnosed with bowel cancer. 
 
People who are diagnosed with bowel cancer are asked at that time if there is 
a history of cancer in their family. However, they may not know their family 
background (if they have been adopted for instance). Genetic clinical 
guidelines are therefore of very little use here. 
 
I so desperately want to see this extension on to the screening programme, I 
don’t want people to suffer the tragic loss of their loved ones, so please take 
all these comments into consideration. 
 
6. Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as 
an e-petition? 
YES 
 
7. Closing date for e-petition 
14 January 2010 
 
8. Comments to stimulate on-line discussion 
Extending bowel cancer screening programme to the family of those who 
have been diagnosed will ensure an early detection and offer treatment at an 
early stage which is extremely important to give a better chance of success. 
 
People who are diagnosed don’t necessarily think that their close relatives 
could also be affected. Extending the screening programme will ensure that 
those relatives are given better protection. 
 
 


