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Should you wish to submit a public petition for consideration by the Public 
Petitions Committee please refer to the guidance leaflet How to submit a 
public petition  and the Guidance Notes at the back of this form. 
 
1. NAME OF PRINCIPAL PETITIONER 
(If applicable, please specify the name of the organisation on whose behalf 
the petition is raised) 
Mark Buchan 
2. PETITION TITLE 
Poverty and deprivation in Africa 
3. PETITION TEXT 
Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government, as part of 
its international development policy, particularly in relation to Africa, to lobby 
the Prime Minister as leader of the G20 host nation to take urgent action to 
address extreme poverty and deprivation in Africa and to reduce the debt of 
African countries. 
4. ACTION TAKEN TO RESOLVE ISSUES OF CONCERN BEFORE 
SUBMITTING THE PETITION 
Sent e-mails to MSPs and local councillors asking for their views, contacted 
First Minister, Alex Salmond. Contacted the ONE Organisation. 
5. PETITION BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Africa is in serious deprivation and the Scottish Government can lend its 
weight to the cause of making poverty history by lobbying Gordon Brown to 
address extreme poverty and deprivation in Africa, and effectively drop the 
debt.  
6. DO YOU WISH YOUR PETITION TO BE HOSTED ON THE 
PARLIAMENT’S WEBSITE AS AN E-PETITION? 
YES  
7. CLOSING DATE FOR E-PETITION 
20 March 2009 
8. COMMENTS TO STIMULATE ON-LINE DISCUSSION 
Africa was the place where humans first stood up and walked, but now any 
growth in Africa is impossible due to the huge levels of poverty. Every three 
seconds someone in Africa dies, and every 30 seconds a young child dies of 
Malaria. Clean water is hard to come by, and hunger is a huge problem. 
Education, health, the appademic of AIDS and Malaria, clean water, child 
mortality. All of these problems are huge in Africa. We need to know our 
government is doing the right thing to support the fight against poverty.  
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