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Should you wish to submit a public petition for consideration by the Public 
Petitions Committee please refer to the guidance leaflet How to submit a 
public petition  and the Guidance Notes at the back of this form. 
 
1. NAME OF PRINCIPAL PETITIONER 
(If applicable, please specify the name of the organisation on whose behalf 
the petition is raised) 
Christopher Law 
 
2. PETITION TITLE 
Welfare of Siamese fighting fish (Betta Splendens) 
 
3. PETITION TEXT 
Petition by Chris Law calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish 
Government to take measures to ban pet retailers from keeping Siamese 
fighting fish (Betta Splendens) in small and restrictive tubs of water in their 
shops. 
4. ACTION TAKEN TO RESOLVE ISSUES OF CONCERN BEFORE 
SUBMITTING THE PETITION 
I have contacted various retailers about this matter and raised my concerns 
however I have not had any positive or helpful feedback. 
 
5. PETITION BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Firstly yes it is true that many of these fish during the dry season are trapped 
and live in tiny mud puddles, however this is a stressful and unforgiving time 
for these animals with many dying due to poor conditions such as lack of food 
and poor water quality. Furthermore these bodies of water although very 
shallow are often vast in size and can expand for many acres giving the fish 
enough room to swim.(Please also note that a tub is still nothing like the dry 
conditions and does not come close to mimicking it) Despite the water also 
appearing unclean from tannins from leaves and silt from the land the 
vegetation living near and in the water provides a natural filtration process 
which a small tub or glass jar does not have. 
This process of "tubbing" also can lead to obesity in the fish and a fatty liver 
due to lack of activity and space to swim which often results in death. Bettas 
require from 5gallons and upwards of water in a long tank and a heated (ideal 
temp 76-82) and I am aware they can survive with out a heater but this is for s 
short period of time and also promotes infection. 
Furthermore cups, bowls, tubes and any other ridiculous container and also 
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open to temperature fluctuations and rapidly declining water quality. Retailers 
may counter that they do carry out frequent water changes which would be 
needed to avoid disease however a water change in a vessel as small as 
these tubs cause extreme distress for the fish. Bettas are highly sensitive fish 
that require the correct ph and hardness which a small unfiltered tub does not 
provide and often fin rot and deterioration are evident.   
In conclusion these animals needs space, good water quality (no animal 
enjoys swimming in its own waste), heat and social interaction which they 
have none of in a tub. 

6. DO YOU WISH YOUR PETITION TO BE HOSTED ON THE 
PARLIAMENT’S WEBSITE AS AN E-PETITION? 
YES  
7. CLOSING DATE FOR E-PETITION 
10/03/2009 
8. COMMENTS TO STIMULATE ON-LINE DISCUSSION 
The process of tubbing is a cruel and unethical process these animals needs 
space, good water quality (no animal enjoys swimming in its own waste), heat 
and social interaction which they have none of in a tub. I have studied these 
fish for a long time and worked for many large companies and this is a 
practice I have never agreed with however I am still hopeful that Scottish fish 
retailers can see the errors of their ways and stop this cruel process. We are 
so quick to protect cats and dogs but we neglect these tiny creatures and treat 
them unfairly because they make no noise and it is time this stopped and 
tubbing was banned in Scotland. 
 


	 

