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Should you wish to submit a public petition for consideration by the Public 
Petitions Committee please refer to the guidance leaflet How to submit a 
public petition  and the Guidance Notes at the back of this form. 
 
1. NAME OF PRINCIPAL PETITIONER 
Mr David Wemyss 
 
2. TEXT OF PETITION 
Petition by David Wemyss, on behalf of Aberdeen Prison Visiting Committee, 
calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
consider whether large prisons remote from prisoners' families offer the best 
way of rehabilitating offenders or whether, as an alternative, localised 
community prisons should be supported much more strongly to maintain 
genuinely easy access to family links and other community virtues. 
 
3. ACTION TAKEN TO RESOLVE ISSUES OF CONCERN BEFORE 
SUBMITTING THE PETITION 
Our consultation input during the recent review was never discussed with us; 
subsequent letters to ministers were passed to civil servants who were unable 
to discuss value judgements; the Committee has never been allowed  
substantive discussion of its concerns up to now. 

4. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
The petition expresses concern about large prisons remote from prisoners' 
families and also from community frameworks. An example of such a prison 
would be the new establishment at Peterhead vis-a-vis the communities of 
Aberdeen.   
 
There is a significant academic consensus supporting the view that evidence-
led policies for rehabilitation point to a radical departure from existing 
circumstances where minor offenders receive inappropriate sentences served 
in unsuitably large prisons miles away from their homes.  In particular, the 
rehabilitative import of supportive families is widely believed to be seriously 
undermined in situations where spouses, partners and children (and indeed 
other visitors) are repeatedly forced to set out on long and tiring journeys 
(often by means of poor public transport links) that militate from the very 
outset against the likelihood of constructive or felicitous visits.  
 
Of course, moving towards a much more localised system throughout 
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Scotland will not be easy to achieve (given the very different nature of many 
of our existing penal establishments) but it is still something on which a start 
can be made.  As an example of its concern, Aberdeen Prison Visiting 
Committee is bound to acknowledge its clear local interest in pointing out that 
the new prison in Peterhead may in itself be a positive step (although some 
academic opinion would say it was too big and too remote) but that, at the 
very least, the closure of the prison in Aberdeen is a retrograde step because, 
precisely at a time of supposed modernisation, the opportunity to adopt an 
authentically modern approach is being missed.   
 
5. DO YOU WISH YOUR PETITION TO BE HOSTED ON THE 
PARLIAMENT’S WEBSITE AS AN E-PETITION? 
 
YES                                                                  NO              
 
 
If “Yes” please enter a closing date for gathering signatures on your petition 
(we usually recommend a period of around six weeks). Please also provide at 
least one comment to set the scene for an on-line discussion on the petition, 
not exceeding ten lines of text. 
CLOSING DATE 
2 May, 2008 
 
COMMENTS TO STIMULATE ON-LINE DISCUSSION 
There is an enormous academic support for a move away from large prisons, 
and a move towards genuinely local establishments that are both realistically 
manageable and do nothing to militate against the development of family 
support, constructive visits, and all the other virtues of a true community 
framework.   
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