
   1

 
(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1135 

 
Should you wish to submit a public petition for consideration by the Public 
Petitions Committee please refer to the guidance leaflet How to submit a 
public petition  and the Guidance Notes at the back of this form. 
 
1. NAME OF PRINCIPAL PETITIONER 
Rob McDowall 
 
2. TEXT OF PETITION 
Petition by Rob McDowall calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the 
Scottish Government to review existing guidelines and risk assessment 
procedures to allow healthy gay and bisexual men to donate blood.  

3. ACTION TAKEN TO RESOLVE ISSUES OF CONCERN BEFORE 
SUBMITTING THE PETITION 
I have written to the National Blood Transfusion Service and have written to 
local MP's. 

4. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Giving the gift of life… is denied to gay and bisexual men the UK wide. In 
such times, when demand for blood far outwieghs the supplies available, gay 
and bisexual men are denied the opportunity to donate blood and are tarred 
with the brush of high risk, despite their individual lifestyles. Despite (like 
thousands) of gay men, practicing safe sex and doing everything I can to 
minimise risk of infection from AIDS and HIV, the UK wide ban on gay blood 
remains and my blood is not 'good' or 'safe' enough. I am  appauled that in a 
system where non tolerance of homophobia is drummed into everyone at 
every opportunity, this outdated and offensive law exists. The Scottish 
Government should stand up and make a commitment to gay and bisexual 
men in this country and make a decision to remove this law. 
 
At 19, I attended a blood transfusion clinic in Glasgow, only to be confronted 
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with the questionairre which asks are you a male who has had sex with 
another male, e.t.c.  I walked out in disgust, I was appauled and still to this 
day, this law exists and gay people are being turned away by the Blood 
Transfusion service in what can only be described as homophobia and 
insensitivity.  
 
 
 
5. DO YOU WISH YOUR PETITION TO BE HOSTED ON THE 
PARLIAMENT’S WEBSITE AS AN E-PETITION? 
 
YES      YES                                                            NO                   
 
 
If “Yes” please enter a closing date for gathering signatures on your petition 
(we usually recommend a period of around six weeks). Please also provide at 
least one comment to set the scene for an on-line discussion on the petition, 
not exceeding ten lines of text. 
CLOSING DATE 
24/03/2008 
 
COMMENTS TO STIMULATE ON-LINE DISCUSSION 
Not being able to help someone in need is devistating, I am a spiritualist and 
would love to help people in need. I have more blood than I need, and I can 
make more on a daily basis.  Being placed in a high risk category is 
unacceptable in this day and age, research has shown that HIV and AIDS are 
on the increase amoung Hetrosexuals, drug users etc. not just homosexual 
and bisexual men. 
 
Definition of Homophobic = Discrimination against homosexuals 

 


