
 

 
 

(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1098 

 
Should you wish to submit a public petition for consideration by the Public 
Petitions Committee please refer to the guidance leaflet entitled “How to submit a 
public petition”.   
 
NAME OF PRINCIPAL PETITIONER: 

Lynn Merrifield, on behalf of Kingseat Community Council 

TEXT OF PETITION:  
 
Calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to make 
provision for every school bus to be installed with three point seatbelts for every 
school child passenger and to ensure that, as part of a local authority’s consideration 
of ‘Best Value’ in relation to the provision of school buses, proper regard is given to 
the safety needs of the children. 
 
ACTION TAKEN TO RESOLVE ISSUES OF CONCERN BEFORE SUBMITTING 
PETITION: 
 
I have contacted Helen Eadie MSP, Willie Rennie MP, Councillor Alex Rowley, the 
Scottish Executive, Fife Council and the headteacher at Townhill Primary School.  
 
I have discussed at length with the above the issue of a double decker public service 
bus with no seatbelts transporting our primary school children to and from school. 
However, the responsibility for school transport lies with the local council and from 
the contact made so far, I am advised that the council is within the law by providing 
public service buses with no seatbelts and no changes will be made unless the law 
changes. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 
This issue has been an ongoing issue for sometime as worried and concerned parent 
do not feel that the transport provided is of the safest mode.   



 
I have noted that Section 51 of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 states that children 
aged 3 to 15 years must be provided with a forward facing seat and seatbelt.  
However this requirement does not apply to Service busses used for organised 
school trips. This seems to be a loophole whereby Local Authorities can provide 
transport without any seatbelts. 
 
Current law states that if any child is traveling within a car they must be in an 
appropriate Car or Booster seat. Anyone failing to comply with this is breaking the 
law. However this is not the case for Local Authorities providing Home to School 
Transportation. The view from the Local Authorities seems to be that Contracts are 
awarded on ‘Best Value’.  As a parent I feel that although ‘Best Value’ from the view 
point of the Local Authority is very important, the Safety of my child is of more an 
importance. ALL children should have the right to travel safely and with the 
appropriate safety equipment. 
 
It would be interesting to have a view from Scottish Parliament on ‘Best Value’ as to 
definition as it seems that ‘Best Value’ equates to the lowest Bidder. 
 
There has been a lot of Plans taken forward by schools recently to reduce the 
amount of parents taking their children to and from school in their own car.  I agree 
very much with the reasons behind these plans however a parent needs to feel 
confident that the transport provided for their child is safe. 
 
I am aware that Service Bus Provider are in receipt of a 37% Fuel Rebate and would 
like to know if Private School Bus providers, like First Student could qualify for such a 
rebate when their buses are used for school transportation. This would help costs to 
be reduced and a more competitive quote to be entered to our Local Councils. 
 
I have been in contact with First Student UK who currently provide Yellow School 
Buses to Local councils in Aberdeen, Glasgow, and 13 other Local Councils within 
England. These vehicles are built and run for school children. From the first journey, 
a familiar, safe setting is fostered. Each day* students step onto the same bus, can 
take the same seat and are looked after by the same dedicated supervisor and 
specially trained driver, who will have passed a stringent CRB check (DCS in 
Scotland). Vehicle safety features include padded seating, three point integrated seat 
belts, additional escape hatches and CCTV. A dedicated hotline for parents as 
information and communication is all too important for parents peace of mind. 
 
The Yellow School bus is certainly an excellent mode of transport for school children 
and as a parent this is certainly what I would like my child to be travelling on. I feel 
that if we have a change in the law to stipulate that ALL school transport must be 
fitted with seatbelts the Yellow School Bus will become a more familiar sight. 
E-PETITION: 
Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as an e-petition? 
                                                                                         NO         



 
 
STATEMENT TO THE COMMITTEE: 
The Convener of the Public Petitions Committee may ask a petitioner to attend the 
Committee meeting at which the petition is initially considered, to make a brief 
statement about the issues raised in the petition and to answer questions put by the 
Committee.   
Are you willing and/or available to attend if required by the Convener of the 
Committee? 
 

YES                                                                                                         
 
 
SIGNATURE OF PRINCIPAL PETITIONER: 
When satisfied that your petition meets all the criteria outlined in the guidance ”How 
to submit a public petition”, the principal petitioner should sign and date below. 
 
 
 
  Signature ……………………………………………..         Date ……………………….. 
 

 
Completed forms should be returned to:  
 
The Clerk to the Public Petitions Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP  
e-mail: petitions@scottish.parliament.uk   Fax: 0131 348 5088 


