
 
(For official use only) 
PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE1064 

 
Should you wish to submit a public petition for consideration by the Public Petitions 
Committee please refer to the guidance leaflet entitled “How to submit a public 
petition”.   
 
NAME OF PRINCIPAL PETITIONER: 
 

Bruce Whitehead 
 
TEXT OF PETITION:  
The petition should clearly state what action the petitioner wishes the Parliament to 
take in no more than 5 lines of text, e.g. 

“Petition by John Smith, on behalf of Edinburgh Community Council, calling for 
the Scottish Parliament to consider and debate the need for new legislation to 
tackle anti-social behaviour.” 

 
Petition by Bruce Whitehead, on behalf of Queensferry Residents Against Another Forth Crossing, 
calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to reconsider its decision to replace 
the Forth Road Bridge and await pending studies on the feasibility of repairing it, to reconsider FETA's 
proposal for road user charging, to invest instead in improved public transport with new bridge tariffs to 
reward vehicle sharing and to endorse the Prime Minister's declaration that "we cannot simply build 
more and more roads, particularly when the evidence suggests that traffic quickly grows to fill any new 
capacity". 
 
ACTION TAKEN TO RESOLVE ISSUES OF CONCERN BEFORE SUBMITTING 
PETITION: 
Before submitting a petition to the Parliament, petitioners are expected to have made 
an attempt to resolve their issues of concern by, for example, making representations 
to the Scottish Executive or seeking the assistance of locally elected representatives, 
such as councillors, MSPs and MPs.  Please provide a summary of the action you 
have taken to resolve your issue of concern including details of elected 
representatives you have approached. 
 
Friends of the Earth has asked for the results of feasibility studies into repairing the Forth Road Bridge 
to be published, but these have not yet been released. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   1



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Provide any additional information relevant to your petition and set out the reasons 
why you consider the action requested to be necessary.  This information will be 
made available to Members of the Committee prior to its consideration of your 
petition and should be limited to no more than 4 sides of A4.  If you wish to use the e-
petitioner system your additional information  will be posted on the web page with 
your petition and you may provide further sources/links to background information. 
 
The action requested is necessary because ministers have announced their intention to build a new 
bridge without publishing research by technical experts as to whether the existing road bridge can be 
repaired. 
 
If ministers go ahead with a new bridge and the old one is found to be repairable, the cost in every 
sense will be very large. Recent large public construction projects have resulted in huge overspends 
and long delays mainly because of poor planning and a failure to consider all options carefully and 
fairly. 
 
The temptation with an old piece of equipment is to replace it, but it is wrong to dismiss repair when so 
much public money is involved. 
 
The Parliament must guarantee that if the old bridge is not repairable, then a tunnel option is given fair 
consideration, and that improved public transport will be the focus of any new project. This must be a 
replacement crossing and not an extra one, because this would increase traffic flows into Edinburgh 
and beyond to an intolerable level. 
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E-PETITION: 
Before submitting a petition formally to the Parliament, petitioners may wish to use 
the Parliament’s e-petition system to promote their petition.  The system allows a 
petition to be hosted on the parliament’s website 
(http://epetitions.scottish.parliament.uk/) for an agreed period, providing an 
opportunity to attract a wider audience and gather more names in support of the 
petition.  Each e-petition has its own discussion forum, where visitors and supporters 
can discuss and debate the petition and related issues.  When the agreed period for 
hosting a petition on-line ends, the petition is formally submitted to the Public 
Petitions Committee for consideration in the usual way.  Should you wish to use this 
system please provide the further information requested below.  Please note, if you 
wish to make use of the e-petition system, you should submit your completed 
template by e-mail to the address provided below. 
Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament’s website as an e-petition? 
 
YES                                                                                            NO              
 
If “Yes” please enter a closing date for gathering signatures on your petition, (we 
would usually recommend a period of around 6 weeks; please also provide at least 
one comment to set the scene for an on-line discussion on the petition, not 
exceeding 10 lines of text. 
 
CLOSING DATE: 
 
 
8 June 2007 
 
COMMENTS TO STIMULATE ON-LINE DISCUSSION: 
Please provide at least one comment to set the scene for an on-line discussion on 
the petition, not exceeding 10 lines of text. 
 
Ministers must not pledge huge sums of public money for a new bridge when they have failed to show 
whether our existing bridge can be repaired. A similar road bridge in Portugal (the Tagus bridge in 
Lisbon) was not only repaired and strengthened 8 years ago while it remained open to traffic but it was 
given a new rail capacity too. We must scrutinise as closely as possible the process of deciding about 
the Forth crossing and this petition is designed to start that scrutiny by holding ministers to account for 
their actions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
Please provide an email address which will be published on the e-petition site. 
 
brucek3@aol.com 
 

X  
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FOR OUR INFORMATION: 
Please provide the following information necessary for the administration of your 
petition.  These details will not be published: 
Name 
 

 
Bruce Whitehead 
 

 
Address 
 

6 Hillwood Place 
South Queensferry 
Edinburgh 
EH30 9PR 

Telephone 
number 

Landline 
 
0131 331 4799 

Mobile 
 
07944 928702 

Organisation on whose behalf the 
petition is raised  
(if applicable) 

 
Queensferry Residents Against Another Forth 
Crossing 
 

Number of  signatures attached 
(if applicable) 

 
 
 

 
STATEMENT TO THE COMMITTEE: 
The Convener of the Public Petitions Committee may ask a petitioner to attend the 
Committee meeting at which the petition is initially considered, to make a brief 
statement about the issues raised in the petition and to answer questions put by the 
Committee.   
Are you willing and/or available to attend if required by the Convener of the 
Committee? 
 

YES                                                                                            NO              
 
 
SIGNATURE OF PRINCIPAL PETITIONER: 
When satisfied that your petition meets all the criteria outlined in the guidance ”How 
to submit a public petition”, the principal petitioner should sign and date below. 
 
 
 
  Signature ……………………………………………..         Date ……………………….. 
 

 
Completed forms should be returned to:  
 
The Clerk to the Public Petitions Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP  
e-mail: petitions@scottish.parliament.uk   Fax: 0131 348 5088 

X  
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