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Waverley Bill 
 

Scottish Water is committed to deliver the infrastructure required for housing 
developments associated with the Waverley Railway Line.  
 
Since Scottish Water last appeared before the Waverley Railway (Scotland) Bill 
Committee several key advances have been made.   
 

• Scottish Water has been funded in the period 2006-2014 to increase capacity at 
our water and waste water treatment works to provide for new developments. 
(Significant funding was not available from 2002-2006 for growth). 

• £137 million has been made available to Scottish Water to relieve development 
constraints over the next four years (2006-2010). 

• Ministers have stated that all development constraints will be relieved by 2014 
and, if necessary, more funding will be made available to achieve this. 

• New regulations have been issued by the Scottish Executive outlining what 
developers will pay towards the cost of upgrading water mains, sewers, and local 
networks, if that is required to allow their development to go ahead. 

• Scottish Water will make a reasonable cost contribution to developers of up to 
£2,800 per home.   

• This would mean that if 10,000 homes were built for the Waverley Railway Line, 
Scottish Water could make a contribution of up to £28 million to developers as 
well as funding improvements to increase capacity at treatment works.  

• Local authorities have provided Scottish Water with lists of their priority projects 
and Scottish Water is currently finalising a plan for carrying out construction 
work to provide more capacity at treatment works over the next four years. 

• Scottish Water’s Strategic Asset Capacity and Development Report, which will 
show the current capacity of the treatment works along the line of the Waverley 
Line and will be issued in April 2006. 

• A memorandum of understanding has been drawn up between Scottish Water and 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency which outlines a new way of working 
which aims to allow more homes to be connected without upgrading the current 
infrastructure.   

• Changes to processes, procedures and structure are being implemented within 
Scottish Water in order to streamline and improve the process through which 
developers apply for and secure a new connection for a new development. 

 
The Waverley Line Developments 

 
Overview 
 
Some of the communities which may be developed for the Waverley line currently have 
spare capacity for water and wastewater.  Work will be carried out between 2006 and 
2010 to add more capacity at water treatment works which serve Midlothian, Galashiels, 
St Boswells, Kelso and Hawick. On the wastewater side projects are being prepared for 
2010 to add capacity for sewage treatment at Galashiels and Hawick.  Further capacity 
can be added at St Boswells and Kelso if housing development schemes in these towns 
move forward. 
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Midlothian 
 
Scottish Water will complete a £9 million investment at the Rosebery Water Treatment 
Works in June 2006.  This will result in a 33% increase in the capacity of the works and 
will provide water for an additional 25,000 new homes across Midlothian and the 
adjoining area.  Further investment will be carried out at this works between 2006 and 
2010.  Scottish Water is currently working with developers on a plan to twin the East 
Regional Water main and build a new storage tank which will carry water from Rosebery 
to several new developments including Shawfair.  We are also working with developers 
to resolve water storage issues at Stobhill, which would supply the Bonnyrigg, 
Gorebridge, Mayfield, Newtongrange and Eskbank areas. 
 
Capacity currently exists to treat wastewater from 1600 homes at Shawfair.  This would 
go to the Seafield works in Edinburgh via the Eastern Interceptor Sewer.   
A complex survey, known as a drainage impact assessment, is being carried out to 
understand the impact on the Eastern Interceptor Sewer if further large scale 
developments need to be connected to the wastewater network from this area in the 
future.  The cost of this survey is around £350,000. This survey will highlight what 
further work would need to be carried out and will be completed by the end of 2006.  
 
There is currently little available capacity at the wastewater treatment works which serves 
Gorebridge. However, most of the planned new homes will be built in an area at the north 
of Gorebridge, which drains to Seafield. The Gorebridge works, which is almost 50 years 
old, is nearing the end of its serviceable life. It is currently proposed to rebuild this works 
during the period 2010-2014. This can be advanced to 2006 – 2010 to be funded from the 
growth element of our capital programme if required. 
   
Borders 
 
The planned new village at Newton St Boswell of 900 units can be supplied with water 
from the Howden water treatment plant.  However, at the moment, there is only capacity 
to deal with the wastewater from 200 new homes on that site.  So, plans will be brought 
forward to resolve this issue. 
  
The Roberton water treatment works which supplies St Boswells, Kelso and Hawick will 
be upgraded by 2009.  At Galashiels there is currently capacity to provide a further 500 
homes with water.  An upgrade of Galashiels Manse Street water treatment works will 
add more capacity and be completed by 2009. The Howden water treatment works which 
supplies Galashiels and Tweedbank currently has capacity for a further 3,000 homes. 
This will be further upgraded by 2010. 
 
On the waste water side, there is currently capacity for another 1,000 homes in 
Galashiels.  More capacity will be added here in the next stage of our programme post 
2010. There are also plans to increase capacity at Hawick after 2010.  There is currently 
very little capacity for additional homes at the waste water works at Kelso.  If plans for 
major new developments in these areas progress a case would be brought forward to fund 
an expansion of these works from the money available for growth.       
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Improvements within Scottish Water 
 
Scottish Water is strongly committed to enabling development.  Several significant 
changes are being made in the business to streamline the process for new connections and 
to tackle constraints as effectively as possible. 
 

• Major organisational changes have been made in the business areas which deal 
with applications for new connections. 

• 80% of applications from local authorities to Scottish Water regarding planning 
are now responded to within 14 days. 

• 84% of water and sewerage connection enquiries from developers are now 
responded to within fourteen days. 

• A major piece of work has been carried out to show the current level of capacity 
in water and wastewater across Scotland.  This information will be made available 
to local authorities, developers and other stakeholders in April 2006 and will 
inform them of where development can go ahead today and where work would 
need to be carried out by Scottish Water and developers to allow projects to go 
ahead in the future. 

• Scottish Water now allows developers to lay water mains and sewers themselves.  
This speeds up the delivery of development.  95% of mains laying is now being 
done by developers.  

• New “plain English” forms are being introduced to help further improve the 
application process.   

• Ten continuous improvement projects are ongoing in this area of the business. 
• Road shows are being held with developers to help improve working together 

between Scottish Water and the house building industry. 
• Plans are being made to allow developers to use the internet to see where their 

application is and how it is progressing. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Scottish Water is now funded to relieve development constraints over the next eight 
years.  Additional funding may be made available, if required.  We will prioritise projects 
which feature in the national planning framework.  This means that as housing 
developments associated with the Waverley Railway Line come to fruition we will bring 
forward plans for providing water and wastewater infrastructure for these developments.  
 
It would not be prudent to invest customers’ money in delivering expensive and complex 
solutions for developments until there is a higher degree of certainty that they will 
progress.  Our economic regulator would not allow this.  Under the new regulations 
issued by the Scottish Executive, the developers will also have to play their part towards 
funding costs for any upgrading of pipes and sewers.  
 
If the completion date for the Waverley Line moved to 2016 this would clearly fit better 
with Scottish Water’s programme for relieving constraints which is due to be completed 
by 2014.  Under the new circumstances, Scottish Water can give the committee strong 
assurances that we will deliver what is required of us to support developments that are 
crucial to the Waverley Line. 

 


