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APPENDIX 1 : SUMMARY VIEWS OF KEY PARTIES ON DESIGN MANUAL 
 
CONSULTEE COMMENTS RESPONSE 
Historic Scotland Planning, design, procurement and 

construction frameworks should be fully 
considered and set in place at this stage 

Noted.. Not a matter to be 
addressed in the Design Manual, 
but will be addressed in future 
report to Committee. 

 Intention behind Design Manual is 
laudable - welcome recognition of 
importance of design 

Noted. 

 Design Manual must be allowed to 
develop with agreed amendments 
beyond Parliamentary Approval process - 
and subsequent revisions if standards are 
being diluted 

Agreed.  Future revisions planned 
after Parliamentary process 
completed.  These will be brought 
back to Committee for further 
approval. 

 Project Team - structure must give 
adequate weight to design component of 
the project to ensure procurement 
process realises Design Manual aims 

Noted.  Not a matter to be 
addressed in the Design Manual, 
but will be addressed in future 
report to Committee. 

 Wider public realm improvement 
schemes should be integrated with tram 
proposals and not be dealt with as 
afterthoughts 

Agreed.  More detail is being 
included on this. 

 Overhead wires a challenge - wire-less 
system encouraged - promote continuing 
investigation of technological advances in 
this regard 

Agreed.  More detail is being 
included on this. 

 More detailed advice needed on building 
fixings - some suggestions made 

Agreed.  More detail is being 
included on this. 

Edinburgh World 
Heritage Trust 

Overhead wires a challenge - wire-free 
system should be pursued by the design 
team, at least for the most sensitive 
portions of the city 

Agreed.  More detail is being 
included on this. 

 Concern about lack of illustrative design 
detail.  Preparation of Design Manual - 
even if carefully done - provides no 
guarantee of design excellence 

Agreed.  More detail is being 
included on this. 

 Additional measures for controlling 
development and completing design work 
to highest standards should be put in 
place by the Council (client to the 
contract).  Suggest commissioning 
independent design consultants or setting 
up representative client group to direct 
production of final design. 

Noted. Not a matter to be 
addressed in the Design Manual, 
but will be addressed in future 
report to Committee. 
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 Design Manual is important, work done to 
date is commendable.  Should be used 
both as supplementary planning guidance 
and as a vital part of contract 
documentation. 

Agreed.  

Royal Fine Arts 
Commission for 
Scotland 

Production of Design Manual is 
commendable 

Noted. 

 Concern about impact of proposals on 
backdrop of Edinburgh, particularly on 
status of World Heritage Site.  
Deleterious effects on sensitive historic 
street layouts and buildings should be 
identified and addressed. 

Noted.  Impacts are highlighted in 
as much detail as possible in the 
Environmental Statements which 
will be submitted as part of the 
Parliamentary documentation. 

 Overhead wires a concern.  Lack of detail 
about impact of overhead gantries on 
historic fabric of city, and of detailed 
fixings - alternatives to building fixings 
may have to be considered. 

Agreed.  More detail is being 
included on this. 

 A Design specialist should be appointed 
as a key member of the Project Team 

Noted. This matter is under 
consideration.  Not a matter to be 
addressed in the Design Manual, 
but will be addressed in future 
report to Committee. 

 Strategic Principles in Design Manual 
appear contradictory, are not sufficiently 
well defined.  In particular, query how 
seamless integration will be achieved 
when the tram route passes through a 
number of different urban character 
areas. 

Strategic Principles are being 
substantially revised.  Greater 
clarity being provided.  Design in 
different character areas is 
addressed. 

 Design Manual should provide an 
example of how guidance might be 
applied in practice - some testing should 
be carried out. 

Once approved, the terms of the 
Design Manual will be used and 
tested as detailed design of 
public realm spaces is taken 
forward.  Lessons learned can be 
brought back to Committee when 
final version of Manual devised. 

 RFACS wishes to continue to be 
consulted 

Any further consultation on 
strategic design matters will 
involve RFACS. 

Scottish 
Enterprise 
Edinburgh & 
Lothian 

SE E&L wish to continue to be involved 
with development of Design Manual. 

Noted and agreed. 

 The right balance has been struck 
between setting design criteria and giving 
Planning Committee sufficient control 
over detail. 

Noted   
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 Developers' contributions - as part of any 
contributions to be sought, consideration 
should be given to contributions for public 
realm enhancements and public art. 

Noted.  This will be the subject of 
a report to Committee in April 

 The text on "aftercare" should be 
expanded upon. 

Noted.  Section on maintenance 
included. 

 Interested to see any expansion of text 
under the headings of environment and 
economy. 

Noted.  Comments passed on to 
Gillespies to action 

 A number of specific points to ensure text 
is strictly accurate. 

Noted.  Comments passed on to 
Gillespies to action 

Director of Culture 
and Leisure, City 
of Edinburgh 
Council 

Concern that document not finalised.  
Would like to see more detail as it 
emerges. 

Noted.  Will consult with Culture 
and Leisure before document is 
finalised. 

 Design Manual does not clearly define 
the decision-making process.  Concern 
about the input of so many different 
parties.  Who has the authority to choose 
the design system? 

Noted.  However, the decision-
making process is explained 
more clearly in the reports to 
Council.  The purpose of the 
Manual is to set high design 
standards. 

 Need for strong leadership by someone 
with broad design expertise beyond 
transport. 

Noted.  For future discussion. 

 A number of specific points relating to 
Context, Strategic Principles, Design 
Parameters, Stops. 

Noted.  Comments passed on to 
Gillespies to action 

 


