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Edinburgh Tram (Line One) Bill Committee 
Consideration Stage – Phase 1 

 
Response to email of 7 February 2006 requesting further written evidence 
following the Committee meeting of 7 February 2006  
 
Further information on how the policy objectives of the Bill will be specifically 
met by the first phase, with the emphasis on the section of the Line 1 route 
being built.  In particular what the environmental impact of phase one of line 1 
will be (that is Leith to Haymarket). 

Summary 

• Phase one of the tram would be entirely consistent with both planning and 
transport policy – eg SPP1, NPPG17, the Edinburgh and Lothian Structure Plan 
2015, local plans and the regional and local transport strategies.  Response 6 
submitted at the preliminary stage is as applicable to phase one as it is to the 
whole loop.   

 
• The route would serve both existing and new communities in north Edinburgh.  

The new communities at Western Harbour, including the Platinum Point 
development already under construction, will be served.   

  
• The route would enable the Leith Docks Development Framework to be 

implemented, opening up development opportunities and allowing new 
consents to be granted.   

 
• North Edinburgh and Leith will be connected to the city centre, Haymarket and 

beyond promoting social inclusion within the city and providing access to jobs, 
shopping and leisure facilities currently out of reach for some communities.   

 
• Air quality within the city centre and in particular within the AQMA is likely to 

improve, which will help the Council to meet air quality targets.   
 
 
Detailed response 
 
1 In terms of the promoter’s memorandum the brad policy objective of the Bill is 

to help to create the transport infrastructure necessary to promote and 
support a growing local economy and create a healthy, safe and sustainable 
environment.   

2 Edinburgh currently has a thriving economy and if continuing growth is to be 
served, development areas must be accessed in a sustainable way as 
intensification within brownfield areas within the city will lead to increases in 
traffic and congestion in the absence of significant investment in public 
transport options.   
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3 One of the main areas of development is the Leith Docks area. The Leith 
Docks Development Framework sets out the level of development anticipated 
during the period to 2020.  Almost two thirds of all anticipated development in 
the whole waterfront area will take place in this area – for illustration purposes 
the size of the proposed development is the equivalent to the size of 
Bathgate.  

4 The tram will serve both the existing and new developments in this area and 
at the Western Harbour development (which is already being marketed with 
reference to the tram) in a sustainable way ensuring accessibility by an 
efficient and reliable travel mode capable of moving large numbers of people.  
This will enable both continued economic growth and regeneration.   

5 It is highly unlikely that the large scale development of the Leith Docks could 
go ahead as currently envisaged without the tram.  The tram will encourage 
people to locate in these areas and will improve accessibility for those already 
in the area, allowing them easier access to the city centre and beyond.   

6 Despite Edinburgh’s current strong economic position, there are still areas in 
the city which experience higher levels of unemployment.  One of these areas 
is Leith.  Another is north Edinburgh including Granton, Pilton and Muirhouse, 
all of which would be served by the second phase.   

7 Constructing the second phase at the same time as phase one is an important 
objective of the promoter and with that in mind, it should be noted that the 
detailed design and the development of the business case required by the 
Scottish Executive is being developed for both phase one and two at the 
same time.    

8 The tram will give people in the Leith area more reliable and faster transport 
links to employment centres both in the city centre and beyond.  Equally the 
tram will bring people from areas such as Broomhouse and Saughton to new 
job opportunities and leisure and retail facilities within Leith.   

9 In addition there is an opportunity to create an interchange at Haymarket, with 
links to both heavy rail, line 2, subject to that Bill receiving royal assent, and 
buses.   

10 Experience from other tram schemes shows that a tram has the ability to 
attract passengers from car because it is frequent and fast and provides a 
reliable service.  The modal shift experienced in other schemes is in the 
region of 20% and this is borne out by the modelling carried out by the 
promoter.  In addition, it is predicted that the public transport market itself will 
grow, bringing benefits not only to the tram but to the buses and to the city as 
a whole.   

11 A double decker bus carries in the region of 71-83 passengers.  In 
comparison, a tram can carry around 300 passengers ie for buses to move 
the same number of people around the city, there would need to be 3 double 
decker buses for every tram. Considering that there are already 300 buses 
along Princes Street every hour and that there has been a 25% increase in 
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bus patronage over the last 8 years, it is not inconceivable that by 2014, there 
would need to be a further 75 buses along Princes Street every hour.   

12 There are also environmental benefits - phase one of the tram scheme runs 
through the Air Quality Management Area (AQMA).  The AQMA Action Plan 
identifies six city centre locations where the government standards for 
nitrogen dioxide concentrations will not be achieved.   

13 Traffic is a major source of pollution in the city centre and measures planned 
by the Council focus on controlling emissions from this source.  However with 
the removal by the Council of cars from Princes Street the single biggest 
vehicle giving rise to pollution is the bus.  In view of the modern fleet used by 
the main bus operators, the only way to reduce the levels of pollution within 
this part of the AQMA is to reduce the number of buses rather than to allow 
numbers to increase as set out above.  The tram will facilitate this reduction.   

14 Phase one of line 1 will help to allow these areas and in particular the areas at 
Haymarket, West Maitland Street/Palmerston Place and Princes Street, to 
meet their targets.  The Environmental Statement shows that the tram will 
improve air quality especially in at road links within the AQMA.  This is still 
likely to be the case following the construction of phase one  
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