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SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

34th Meeting, 2006 (Session 2) 
 

Tuesday 5 December 2006 
 

 
The Committee will meet at 10.30am in Committee Room 6. 
 
1. Delegated powers scrutiny: The Committee will consider the delegated powers 

provisions in relation to the following bill— 

Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill as amended at Stage 2 

and take oral evidence from— 
 
Mike West, Access to Justice Division; 
Louise Miller, Access to Justice Division; and 
Helena Janssen, Office of the Solicitor to the Scottish Executive. 

 
2. Executive responses: The Committee will consider Executive responses in 

relation to the following instrument— 

the Police (Minimum Age for Appointment) (Scotland) Regulations 
2006, (SSI 2006/552). 

3. Instruments subject to annulment: The Committee will consider the following—  

the Health Protection Agency (Scottish Health Functions) Order 2006, 
(SSI 2006/559) 

the National Health Service (Superannuation Scheme and 
Compensation for Premature Retirement) (Scotland) Amendment 
Regulations 2006, (SSI 2006/561) 

the Register of Sasines (Application Procedure) Amendment Rules 
2006, (SSI 2006/568) 



 

the Meat (Official Controls Charges) (Scotland) Regulations 2006, 
(SSI 2006/580). 

 

4. Instruments not laid before the Parliament: The Committee will consider the 
following— 

the National Health Service (Functions of the Common Services 
Agency) (Scotland) Amendment Order 2006, (SSI 2006/560) 
 
the Shetland Islands (Electoral Arrangements) Order 2006, 
(SSI 2006/562). 
 

5. Inquiry into the regulatory framework in Scotland (in private): The 
Committee will consider a paper from the clerk in relation to its draft report. 
 

 
Ruth Cooper 

Clerk to the Committee 
Tel: 0131 348 5212 



 

The following papers are relevant to this meeting: 
 
Agenda Items 1 – 4 
 
Legal brief (Private) 
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Agenda Item 1 
 
Bill and accompanying documents (circulated to Members only) 
 

 

Agenda Item 2 
 
Executive responses 
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Agenda Items 3 - 4 
 
Copies of instruments (circulated to Members only) 
 

 
 
 

Agenda Item 5 
 
Paper from the Clerk (Private) 
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The following papers are attached for information: 
 

 

Correspondence from the Executive regarding section 109 of the 
Adoption and Children (Scotland) Bill as amended at Stage 2. 
 

SL/S2/06/34/4 

Correspondence from the Procedures Committee regarding a 
change to Rule 10.3.2 of Standing Orders (“the 20 day rule”) 
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SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
 

34th Meeting, 2006 (Session 2) 
 

Tuesday 5 December 2006 
 

Executive Responses 
 
 

The Police (Minimum Age for Appointment) (Scotland) Regulations 2006, 
(SSI 2006/552) 

 
1. Thank you for your letter of 28 November in which the Committee requested -  
 

“further explanation of the breach of the 21 day rule, in particular with regard to 
the reasons for the Executive not being advised of amendments to the 
Regulations in England and Wales until after they came into force”. 

 
2. The Home Office consult on changes to police legislation in England and Wales 
through the Police Advisory Board for England and Wales (PABEW) and this body 
recommended to the Home Secretary that changes were required to the minimum age 
of appointment for Police Officers. However, due to a breakdown in communication 
between the Home Office and ourselves they did not inform us of the work being done in 
this area and accordingly we did not become aware of the Regulations until after they 
had been made and come into force. 
 
3. We have since discussed the need for better communication links with the Home 
Office and have recently been granted observer status at PABEW. This will enable us to 
respond quickly to changes in legislation proposed by PABEW if similar changes are 
thought appropriate for Scottish policing and should prevent a similar situation arising in 
the future. 
 
4. The Police Forces and police bodies (including the Police Advisory Board for 
Scotland) were consulted on the introduction of the new age of appointment for Police 
Officers and all respondents were in favour of the amendments. They also foresaw no 
major difficulties in introducing the changes and we believe that no applicant to the 
Police in Scotland will have been disadvantaged in any way by the introduction of the 
regulations. 
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 SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 

 
34th Meeting, 2006 (Session 2) 

 
Tuesday 5 December 2006 

 
Executive correspondence 

 
 

Adoption and Children (Scotland) Bill as amended at Stage 2 
 
I was grateful for the opportunity to give evidence to the Subordinate Legislation 
Committee about the Adoption & Children (Scotland) Bill this morning. 
 
There was one issue on which I undertook to come back by correspondence. This 
was in relation to the power at section 109 for the Registrar General to make orders 
or regulations, exercisable by statutory instrument subject to negative procedure. 
The point at issue was whether any Parliamentary procedure was needed at all. 
 
Having reflected further, we think that it is right to retain the negative procedure. The 
existing power under section 60 of the Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978 (1978 c.28) is 
subject to negative procedure. Further, because of the provisions elsewhere in the 
Bill allowing civil partners and unmarried couples in an enduring family relationship to 
adopt jointly, there will be some need to revise rather than simply restate existing 
forms made under this power. Against that background we would intend to retain the 
present text of the Bill, as amended at Stage 2, on this point. 
 
Peter Willman 
Head of Adoption & Permanence Branch 
 
 
27 November 2006 
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 SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 

 
34th Meeting, 2006 (Session 2) 

 
Tuesday 5 December 2006 

 
Procedures Committee correspondence  

 
  
Rule 10.3.2 of Standing Orders (“the 20 day rule”) 
 
You may recall your Deputy Convener, Gordon Jackson MSP, writing to me on 14 
September inviting the Procedures Committee to consider a minor change to 
Standing Orders in relation to Rule 10.3.2 (the “20-day rule”). 
 
I am pleased to inform you that the Procedures Committee’s report on this subject 
has now been published (9th Report, 2006, Rule 10.3.2 (the “20-day rule”)).  As you 
will see from the Report, the Committee agreed to recommend that Rule 10.3.2 be 
altered so that the Subordinate Legislation Committee will be required to report 
“normally no later than 20 days, and in any event no later than 22 days” after an 
instrument (or draft instrument) is laid.  
 
I expect this report to be debated (along with other Procedures Committee reports) 
on 21 December and (subject to the Parliament’s agreement) for the Rule-change to 
come into effect very soon thereafter. 
 
Donald Gorrie MSP 
Convener 
 
 
30 November 2006 


	SL_S2_06_34_A - Agenda.pdf
	SL_S2_06_34_4 - Executive correspondence.pdf
	 SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
	34th Meeting, 2006 (Session 2) 

	SL_S2_06_34_5 - Procedures Committee correspondence.pdf
	 SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
	34th Meeting, 2006 (Session 2) 

	SL_S2_06_34_2 - Executive responses.pdf
	1. Thank you for your letter of 28 November in which the Committee requested - 
	2. The Home Office consult on changes to police legislation in England and Wales through the Police Advisory Board for England and Wales (PABEW) and this body recommended to the Home Secretary that changes were required to the minimum age of appointment for Police Officers. However, due to a breakdown in communication between the Home Office and ourselves they did not inform us of the work being done in this area and accordingly we did not become aware of the Regulations until after they had been made and come into force.
	3. We have since discussed the need for better communication links with the Home Office and have recently been granted observer status at PABEW. This will enable us to respond quickly to changes in legislation proposed by PABEW if similar changes are thought appropriate for Scottish policing and should prevent a similar situation arising in the future.
	4. The Police Forces and police bodies (including the Police Advisory Board for Scotland) were consulted on the introduction of the new age of appointment for Police Officers and all respondents were in favour of the amendments. They also foresaw no major difficulties in introducing the changes and we believe that no applicant to the Police in Scotland will have been disadvantaged in any way by the introduction of the regulations.


