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STIRLING-ALLOA-KINCARDINE RAILWAY AND LINKED IMPROVEMENTS BILL
COMMITTEE

AGENDA

1st Meeting, 2003 (Session 2)

Thursday 25 September 2003

The Committee will meet at 1.30 pm in Committee Room 3.

1. Declaration of Interests: Members will be invited to declare any relevant
interests.

2. Choice of Convener: The Committee will choose a Convener.

3. Deputy Convener: The Committee will choose a Deputy Convener.

4. Item in Private: The Committee will consider whether to take item 5 in private.

5. Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine Railway and Linked Improvements Bill: The
Committee will consider its approach to the Preliminary Stage of the Bill. 

Callum Thomson
Clerk to the Committee

Room G7, Committee Chambers 
callum.thomson@scottish.parliament.uk
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The following papers are attached for this meeting—

Agenda item 1
Committee Members’ Declaration of Interests SAK/S2/03/1/1

Agenda item 5
Approach to Preliminary Stage (private paper) SAK/S2/03/1/2



Agenda item 5
SAK/S2/03/1/1

Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine
Railway and Linked
Improvements  Bill

Committee

25 September 2003

STIRLING-ALLOA-KINCARDINE RAILWAY AND LINKED
IMPROVEMENTS BILL COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Background

1. Article 5 of the Members’ Interests Order provides that before
participating in proceedings (otherwise than by attending or voting) a member
must make an oral statement, or declaration, of any registered interests that
would prejudice, or give the appearance of prejudicing, the Member’s ability to
participate in a disinterested manner. 

2. It is the responsibility of the individual Member to judge whether a
registered interest is sufficiently relevant to particular proceedings to require a
declaration. The Code of Conduct advises at paragraph 5.2.12 that Members
should ‘err on the side of caution’. Members may also seek advice from the
clerks to the Committee who may in turn seek guidance from clerks to the
Standards Committee.

3. Members are not required to declare interests that they have registered
on a voluntary basis (i.e. those appearing in the “Miscellaneous” category on
the Register).

Declaration of Interests at the First Committee Meeting

4. In the previous Parliamentary Session, it was established that
Members should make an initial declaration of interests at the first meeting of
each committee to the extent of that committee’s remit. Paragraph 5.3.3 of the
Code of Conduct states that—

“It has been established as good practice that Members should declare
interests relevant to the remit of that committee at the first meeting of the
committee or on the first occasion on which they address the committee,
irrespective of the business before the committee at that meeting.”

5. At the first meeting of the Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine Railway and Linked
Improvements Bill Committee, the oldest Member who will be in the chair will
invite Members to declare any relevant registrable interests. The declaration
should be brief but sufficiently informative to enable a listener to understand
the nature of the Member’s interest. It is not necessary to rehearse all the
details of an interest as it appears in the Member’s entry in the Register of
Interests if this is more than required to explain the nature of the interest.



If Members have any questions about what might constitute an interest
relevant to the remit of the Committee, they should contact the clerks prior to
the meeting. 

Declaration of Interests at Subsequent Committee Meetings

6. Members are also required to declare any registered interests that may
be relevant to business discussed at subsequent Committee meetings. Where
a Member has an interest relevant to the proceedings, he or she must make a
declaration of interest at each meeting in which he or she participates, other
than by simply attending or voting. This is to allow the public attending any
Committee meeting to be aware of the Member’s interest. The declaration
should be made at the start of the relevant agenda item or as soon as the
Member is able to make the declaration, but before otherwise participating in
those proceedings. A declaration must be made whether a Committee meets
in public or in private. Where a relevant matter is discussed in both private
and public at any single Committee meeting, the declaration should, as good
practice, be made during the public session even if it has already been made
in private session.

7. Members should, as good practice, also declare any business or
personal relationships they might have with advisers or witnesses to the
Committee.

Further Guidance

8. Further guidance on declaring registrable interests may be found in
section 5 of the Code of Conduct for members of the Scottish Parliament.

Private Bills Unit
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