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Annual Report 7th May 2006 – 2 April  2007 
 

The Committee reports to the Parliament as follows— 
 
Introduction 
 
1. This Report covers the work of the Public Petitions Committee during the 

Parliamentary year from 7 May 2006 to 2 April 2007.  
 
2. The petitions system continues to provide a platform for ordinary Scots to 

set the political agenda in Scotland.  In the course of this year, the 
Committee considered its 1000th public petition.  This landmark petition, 
on the public health implications of cheaply available alcohol, was 
considered by the committee when it met in All Saints Secondary School 
in Glasgow on 30 October 2006.   

 
Petitions considered  
 
3. During the period of this report, the Committee considered 78 new 

petitions and heard oral evidence from 74 petitioners and witnesses.  
  
4. The range of issues considered by the Public Petitions Committee 

continues to be diverse although issues relating to health, transport and 
the environment continue to provide the subject matter for a significant 
number of this year’s petitions. 

 
5. New petitions have been lodged on issues such as the availability of 

cheap alcohol (PE1000), treatments for mesothelioma (PE1006) and  care 
for the elderly (PE1023 and PE1032). Existing health-related petitions on 
wheelchair provision (PE798), treatment for Alzheimer’s disease (PE886), 
post-polio syndrome (PE873) and sleep disorders (PE953) continued to 
receive the committee’s attention.  

 
6. In relation to transportation issues, a number of petitions have been 

lodged and considered on road tolls and bridge crossings (PE943, PE942, 
PE921 and PE925), bus services (PE1027), road improvements (PE1020), 
disabled parking bays (PE908, PE909, PE1007 and PE1038), car parking 
at hospitals (PE967), the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route (PE977) 
and the Far North Rail Line (PE894).   

 
7. Environmental matters also featured heavily with petitions considered on 

issues ranging from proposed speed restrictions on Loch Lomond 
(PE964), the use of jet skis near public beaches (PE978), renewable 
energy technology (PE837 and PE969), ship to ship oil transfers in the 
Forth Estuary (PE982 and PE956) and broken glass (PE986). 

 
8. In addition, petitions have been lodged and considered on a wide range of 

other issues including microchip implants (PE983), high hedges (PE984), 
television coverage of the Scotland National Football Team (PE1026) and 
the democratic elections in Palestine (PE986). 
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9. As in previous years, the Committee is pleased to note the positive impact 
many petitions have had and, in particular, welcomes the degree of 
scrutiny afforded to those petitions which are referred to other 
parliamentary committees.  A number of issues, such as the ship to ship 
transfer of oil on the Firth of Forth, the protection of common good assets 
and the system for dealing with and monitoring convicted child-sex 
offenders, have all received extensive and sustained parliamentary 
scrutiny in the past year as a result of petitions being lodged on these 
subjects: 

 
 PE862 called for a review of the system of dealing with and 

monitoring convicted child-sex offenders. The petition was referred 
to the Justice 2 Committee which consequently established a sub-
committee (the first ever in the Parliament) to examine and report 
on the issues raised by the petitioner.  The Scottish Executive 
subsequently announced new measures to manage sex offenders 
in Scotland. 

 
 PE956 and PE982 relating to ship to ship oil transfers in the Forth 

Estuary were referred to the Environment and Rural Development 
Committee.  The Committee took evidence on the petitions from 
interested parties including the petitioners, Forth Ports Plc and the 
Minister for the Environment and Rural Development on 7 February 
2007 and, amongst its conclusions, it agreed to consider and report 
on issues raised by the petitions in relation to governance and 
regulation of activities in the marine environment as part of its 
broader marine environment inquiry. 

 
 The Local Government and Transport Committee held three 

evidence session on petitions PE875, PE896 and PE961 on 
common good assets and is currently deliberating on whether it 
considers legislation to be required in this area.  

 
E-petitioning  
 
10. 45 e-petitions have been submitted over the period of this report, a 

significant increase on previous years.  The e-petitions system will play an 
important part in maintaining the momentum of new petitions during the 
dissolution period until petitions can be considered by the new Public 
Petitions Committee in Session 3. 

 
Committee Events 
 
11. The Committee continues to actively promote the public petitions system 

and has held two further events in its rolling programme aimed at providing 
practical advice and guidance on petitioning the Parliament.  The first 
event was held in Jedburgh in June 2006 and the second event was held 
in Glasgow in October 2006.  Both events included formal meetings of the 
Committee at which a number of local petitioners were invited to give 
evidence.   
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Assessment of the Public Petitions System 
 
12. In May 2006, in advance of the lodging of the 1000th petition since the 

establishment of the Parliament in 1999, the Parliament commissioned Dr 
Christopher J Carman of the University of Glasgow to examine and report 
on the petitions system in the Parliament. Dr Carman’s report, entitled 
“The Assessment of the Scottish Parliament’s Public Petitions System 
1999-2006”, was published on 30 October 2006 and provides the first 
comprehensive, independent study of the Parliament’s petitioning system.  
The Committee welcomes positive findings in the report, particularly that 
“the public petitions system in the Scottish Parliament is becoming an 
integral component of the Scottish political system” and that “Petitioners 
are generally impressed with the petitions system and find it to be a 
valuable point of access to the Parliament.”  The Committee is currently 
considering recommendations for improvements to the system made in the 
report. 

 
Information sharing 
 
13. The Committee welcomes continued interest in the public petitions system 

from other parliaments and Assemblies.  A delegation from the Committee 
visited the German Bundestag in September 2006 and the Committee 
hosted incoming visits from delegations of the Procedures Committee of 
the House of Commons in June 2006 and from the Irish Senate in January 
2007. 

 
Equality issues 
 
14. The Committee continues to mainstream equality issues and to collate 

statistics from an equal opportunities monitoring form which all petitioners 
are asked to complete.  The Convener and Clerk gave evidence to the 
Equal Opportunities Committee on 12 December 2006.  The Equal 
Opportunities Committee commended the work of the Public Petitions 
Committee in this area as a model of good practice.  

 
15. The Public Petitions Committee remains committed to providing an open, 

accessible and meaningful voice, particularly for those who might 
otherwise be marginalised in the political process.  The Committee 
continues to provide specialist services such as BSL interpretation where 
required and promotes copies of the committee’s guidance on how to 
submit a public petition in a range of formats and languages.  

 
Inquiries and Reports 
 
16. The Committee published two reports in this parliamentary period as 

follows:- 
 

The report of Dr Chris Carman’s Research “Assessment of the Public 
Petitions System 1999-2006” was published on 30 October 2006; and  
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1st Report 2007 – Visit to Berlin – September 2006 was published, in 
both English and German, on 17 January 2007. 
 

Both reports are available on the Committee’s web page. 
 

Bills and Subordinate legislation 
 
17. The Committee did not deal with any bills or subordinate legislation during 

the year. 
 
Meetings 
 
18. The Committee met 14 times from 7 May 2006 to 2 April 2007. All of these 

meetings were held in public with only 2 items being held in private for the 
purpose of considering claims for witness expenses. In addition to meeting 
in Edinburgh, the Committee also met in Jedburgh and Glasgow.  

 
 


