
 

 

Local Government and Transport Committee 

16th Meeting, 2004 

Tuesday 22 June 2004 

The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 2 

1. Items in private: The Committee will consider whether to take agenda item 5 in 
private. 

2. Best Value in Local Government: The Committee will take evidence from— 

Alastair MacNish, Chairman, Accounts Commission; 

Bill Magee, Secretary, Accounts Commission; and 

David Pia, Director of Performance Audit (Local Government), Accounts 
Commission 

3. Budget process 2005-06: The Committee will take evidence from— 

Councillor Drew Edward, COSLA; 

Brenda Campbell, Corporate Adviser, COSLA; and 

James Thomson, Policy Officer, COSLA 

4. Inquiry into issues arising from the Transport (Scotland) Act 2001: The 
Committee will consider a paper from the Clerk. 

5. Prostitution Tolerance Zones (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will consider the 
possible contents of its report. 

 
Eugene Windsor 

 Clerk to the Committee 
                                                                              Room 2.05, Committee Chambers  

85217 
e mail: eugene.windsor@scottish.parliament.uk 



 

 

 

The following papers are attached for this meeting: 
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Submission from COSLA [TO FOLLOW] 
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Paper from the Clerk on the Inquiry into issues arising from the 
Transport (Scotland) Act 2001 
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Paper from SPICe on the Prostitution Tolerance Zones (Scotland) 
Bill [PRIVATE] 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 

 
Inquiry into Issues arising from the implementation of the  

Transport (Scotland) Act 2001 
 

Proposals for meetings outside Edinburgh and Committee events 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this paper is to set out details of progress in relation to meetings 
outside Edinburgh and Committee events, planned to take place during the 
forthcoming inquiry into issues arising from the implementation of the Transport 
(Scotland) Act  2001. 

Background 

2. Members will recall that the Committee agreed, at its meeting on 20 April 2004, 
to hold an inquiry into issues arising from the implementation of the Transport 
(Scotland) Act 2001. The Committee also considered and agreed terms of 
reference for the inquiry and a list of witnesses. 

3. During the discussion preceding this decision, members agreed that it would be 
appropriate to meet outside Edinburgh on some occasions during the course of 
the inquiry, and to combine such meetings with informal fact-finding events which 
would engage local people and, in particular, bus users. The Committee agreed 
informally to seek to hold meetings and events in Glasgow and Stranraer. 

4. This paper therefore sets out further proposals in relation to the agreement from 
the earlier discussion, and invites the Committee to endorse specific proposals 
where such endorsement is required. 

Outline of proposed events 

5. It is proposed, at both the Glasgow and Stranraer events, to combine formal 
meetings with informal committee events. This will mean that members will have 
an opportunity to progress the inquiry in the normal way, by taking formal 
evidence from, for example, industry stakeholders and the relevant local 
authorities, whilst also having an opportunity to engage with and hear the views 
of service users and other local people.  

Formal meetings 

6. The following organisation have accepted informal invitations to give evidence at 
the two sessions. 

 Stranraer – 21 September 2004 



 Dumfries and Galloway Council 
  
 Glasgow – 28 September 2004  
 Glasgow City Council 
 First Bus  
 Strathclyde Passenger Transport 
 Glasgow Bus Users’ Group 
 Stagecoach 

7. Members will be aware that formal permission to hold meetings outside 
Edinburgh is required from the Parliamentary Bureau. The Committee is 
therefore invited to agree formally to request permission to hold a meeting in 
Stranraer on 21 September and in Glasgow on 28 September. 

Informal events 

8. As noted above, it is proposed to hold informal events involving bus users and 
other local people, along with members, in both venues. In order to maximise the 
success of these events, it is proposed to engage an experienced outside 
contractor. The contractor’s role would be to take responsibility, together with 
Parliamentary staff and key officers in the relevant local councils, for co-
ordinating the administrative and other arrangements for the informal events; for 
ensuring that the required number of participants is recruited and for devising 
appropriate methods and techniques for ensuring that the views of participants 
are freely expressed and recorded. Previous experience in the Parliament has 
indicated that utilising outside expertise is helpful and adds value in situations 
where the views of local people, rather than those of formal organisations, are 
being sought. Clearly, to make best use of members’ time and other resources, it 
is essential that close to the target number of participants is achieved in both 
locations. One of the key tasks for the external facilitator will be to recruit and 
support people to be involved in both events. 

9. The Committee is therefore invited to endorse the proposal to appoint an 
external facilitator to work alongside the Parliamentary and local authority staff. 

10. Further details of the format and structure of the Committee events, and the 
proposed role for members within them, will be made available in due course. 

Summary of recommendations 

11. The Committee is invited to agree— 

a) To seek the permission of the Parliamentary Bureau and the Conveners’ 
Group to hold formal meetings in Stranraer on 21 September and in Glasgow 
on 28 September; and 

b) To seek funding from the Conveners’ Group for the costs associated with the 
proposed committee events. 

Eugene Windsor 
Clerk to the Committee 

 2


