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Dear Sir or Madam 
 
Inquiry into Freight Transport in Scotland 
 
Thank you for allowing West Lothian Council the opportunity to provide comments to the 
Inquiry.  The response timescale was outside the scope of our committee cycle and the 
comments submitted are the response of the officers only.  We are currently preparing a 
revised Local Transport Strategy (LTS) and our LTS consultation process has identified several 
freight issues which are provided below under the three headings set out in your letter of 23 
January 2006. 
 
1 The future prospects for the Scottish road haulage industry and the impact of 

changes affecting road haulage industry on the Scottish economy. 

General 
The nature of freight transport in West Lothian has changed in recent years.  The amount of 
goods from manufacturing and electronics industries is reducing.  There is a greater proportion 
of freight carried by logistics operators for retail, service industries and business use.  Coal 
trains operate on the Linlithgow railway line bound for Longannet power station via the Forth 
Bridge.  The Rosyth – Zeebrugge ferry has improved freight links with mainland Europe and 
changed the routing of some lorry movements. 

Congestion and Delay 
Congestion on the West Lothian local road network occurs in the AM peak on the A89 and A71 
eastbound, on the M8 and M9 trunk roads and on all approaches to Newbridge roundabout.  
Bathgate and Linlithgow town centres suffer from congestion due to through traffic and a high 
demand for retail, employment and commuter parking.  The A801 Avon gorge suffers from 
delays due to bad weather and accidents.  It is understood that delays from congestion have a 
negative impact on the local economy and that the general trend is that congestion is 
increasing. 

Legislation 
The EU Working Time Directive (Road Transport / Working Time Directive) came into effect in 
April 2005.  The directive restricts the number of hours that drivers may work.  The full 
implications of this legislation for West Lothian are not known at this stage.   
 



Any reduction in working hours coupled with delays due to congestion could mean shorter 
maximum journey lengths.  This could increase demand for short stay and overnight parking. 
 
Lorry Parking 
There are no lorry parking facilities in West Lothian and the existing demand for short stay and 
overnight lorry parking is not quantified.  WLC consider that the emerging National Freight 
Strategy (NFS) should address this issue as part of the National Transport Strategy (NTS).   
 
Freight Quality Partnerships 
The new statutory Regional Transport Partnerships come into operation in 2006.  The 
consultation identified that RTPs could be the most appropriate body for the formation of 
Freight Quality Partnerships (FQP).  The delivery of improved lorry parking facilities could be 
implemented regionally through a partnership agreement. 
 
Abnormal Loads 
Our LTS consultation with the Road Haulage Association and Freight Transport Association 
indicated that current process of dealing with abnormal loads was working effectively. 
 
2 The present and potential contribution of all modes of freight transport including 

road, rail, water and air including the environmental impact. 
 
Transfer from Road to Rail Water and Air Freight 
At present there are no freight facilities in the district for transfer to, water or air.  West Lothian 
Council supports the aim of moving freight by the most sustainable mode.  We are currently 
actively involved in the Lowland Canals Steering Group, Freight Project Group together with the 
Scottish Executive, British Waterways and other central Scotland local authorities.  A study is 
being carried out to test the feasibility of moving freight on the Forth and Clyde and Union 
canals.  The study findings should be known in summer 2006. 
 
3 The Scottish Executives targets in encouraging the transfer of freight from road 

to rail and water. 
 
Targets for mode shift from Road to Rail and Water. 
West Lothian Council supports the target of mode shift for freight and the use of Freight 
Facilities Grants and Track Access Grants to achieve this.  WLC would support a partnership 
approach involving national, regional and local authorities and the freight and logistics 
industries. 
 
 
I trust the above is helpful, should you require further information please contact me on 01506  
775296 or my colleague Billy Thompson on 01506  775294. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Graeme G Malcolm 
Transportation Manager 


