
12th June 2006 

Committee members of Local Government and Transport committee 
  
 
Rail freight saves sample County Council over £750,000 in road repairs 

I am writing to draw your attention to new research, commissioned by Freight on 
Rail, which highlights the significant savings in road maintenance budgets that local 
authorities in areas with significant rail freight potential could make, if suitable 
cargoes were to go by rail.  

The research shows that the case study county council, could be saving as much as 
£770,700 on road maintenance each year because certain goods in its area go by 
rail rather than road. The research makes a strong case for local authorities to 
encourage more freight to go by rail, particularly where they have significant bulk, 
waste or port traffic in their regions, even without taking into account the significant 
additional environmental, social and congestion benefits of rail freight.  
 
HGVs are up to 160,000 times more damaging to road surfaces than the average 
car; some of the heaviest road repair costs are therefore almost exclusively 
attributable to the heaviest vehicles and the research suggests that transfer to rail 
can reduce these costs.  
 
The research carried out by MTRU looked at rail freight flows in a single county and 
analysed what the use of rail there was. The case study used specific freight flows to 
identify actual expenditure which would fall on the local highway authority if they 
transferred to road. It did not include costs met by central government for the trunk 
road network, and thus focuses on impact on local authority finances.  
 
Allocated maintenance expenditure 
All figures are per year for 2004/05 
 
HGV: vehicle 
movements 

HGV: Millions of 
kilometres 

Maintenance 
Savings based  on 
SLM values 

268,800 9.922 £770,700 
The sample county had a budget in excess of £15mn for 2004/05. 
SLM= Sensitive Lorry Miles 
Source: commercial data for flows; DfT Sustainable Distribution Fund for SLM rates 
per mile 
Note: SLM includes some capital costs not included in County maintenance 
Due to commercial sensitivity only summary figures are given in the report. 
 
We would be pleased to discuss further the implications for local authorities saving 



on road budget and how public policy and appraisal can best take account of this. 
Freight on Rail members will be pleased to advise local authorities on the viability of 
projects. The detailed report is enclosed alongside our latest brochures. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Philippa Edmunds 
Campaigner 
Please send any correspondence to 4 Beresford Avenue East Twickenham 
Middx. TW1 2PY 
 


