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Dear Sir   

Local Government & Transport Committee Inquiry into Freight 
 
I am writing on behalf of GNER in response to the Local Government & Transport 
Committee's call for evidence on freight transport policy - and in particular to those 
aspects relating to rail freight.   
This letter does not provide a direct response to any of the questions raised in the call for 
evidence - it does, however, provide some information relating to the specific issue of 
freight capacity on the East Coast Main Line, which we hope will be of interest to the 
committee during its consideration of freight policy and freight development. 
As a broad principle, GNER is pleased to support the increased utilisation of rail as a 
more efficient and more environmentally sustainable method of transporting freight. 
However, as a passenger transport operator, we do have concerns about the capacity of 
existing rail infrastructure to facilitate increased freight traffic without adversely 
affecting the passenger services. 
  
GNER would advise the committee that the East Coast Main Line route is already 
restricted in terms of capacity due to a combination of: 
 
• The difference in speeds between heavy coal trains and GNER/Cross Country trains 
• The local passenger service to Morpeth being operated by 75mph DMUs 
• The conflicting movements which take place at Morpeth, Drem and Portobello 

junctions to facilitate the local passenger services 
 
GNER is also particularly concerned about the increase in the movement of coal from 
Scotland to power stations in England.  In 2000, this consisted of some 1m tonnes of 
coal, by 2004 this had grown to 5m tonnes - and the forecast for this winter is an 
estimated movement of 9m tonnes. Whilst we welcome the fact that there is an industry 
group seeking to solve the issues around carrying this level of coal, we are nevertheless 
concerned that the route proposed for this increase in coal traffic is in very poor condition 
and any further deterioration could lead to the diversion of coal trains to the ECML.  
(The Settle Carlisle line has over 20 'condition of track' speed restrictions in 70 miles). 
  
GNER would also wish the Committee to take in to consideration when reviewing freight 
capacity the present usage of paths already allocated to freight trains on the rail network 
and whether they are being fully utilised on a daily basis. 
  



 
 

Finally, GNER will continue to work closely with the Rail Freight Group and fully 
appreciates the need to work with Government and Network Rail to improve track 
conditions, capacity and future levels of demand on the rail network. 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions regarding the 
above. 
  
Yours faithfully 
  
 
  
  
Andy Naylor 
Public Affairs Manager 
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