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Introduction 
 
The Freight Transport Association (FTA) represents the interests of providers 
and users of transport in the UK.  FTA has some 12,000 members (1500 in 
Scotland) the majority of whom are involved in road transport either as own 
account operators or logistics providers.  FTA members operate some 
200,000 large goods vehicles, about half the UK fleet.  FTA is, however, a 
multimodal organisation.  90% of rail freight and 75% of visible exports are 
consigned by FTA member companies. 
 
Freight Transport in Scotland 
 
The movement of freight by whatever means is not an end in itself but is done 
in response to a demand for goods to be delivered from source to factory or 
Regional Distribution Centre to supermarket.  The final link in the supply chain 
as it is called is often by private car or, increasingly by small goods vehicle as 
the final link in home shopping by internet. 
 
Most goods loaded on vehicles in Scotland stay within Scotland.  Of all goods 
moving by road in Scotland 9% will leave the country and 11% will be 
imported from other places, mainly England.  However this, itself, shows one 
of the problems affecting the logistics industry: there is a net inflow of 3.25 
million tonnes of goods by road.   This is the equivalent of some 130,000 fully 
laden vehicles coming into Scotland with nothing to take back.   
 
Scotland is on the periphery of the periphery in relation to Europe.  This 
peripherality and the poor state of the roads infrastructure in particular make it 
more difficult for businesses to compete against opposition who are nearer 
the market.  Most commodities travel by road for at least part, if not all of their 
journey.  The road network forms the arteries and veins that the lifeblood of 
the economy flows through.  That lifeblood is the contents of the goods 
vehicles using the roads.  If arteries in the human body become blocked heart 
trouble ensues unless remedial action is taken.  The same principle applies to 
roads.  The roads infrastructure, whilst years of underfunding are now being 
addressed, is not up to the standard that a modern economy needs and 
should expect.  The central Scotland motorway network is still not complete 
and roads to the more remote areas of the country are, for the most part, 
single carriageway and in need of massive investment if the economy is to 
grow.  This, coupled with the fact that the speed limit for Large Goods 
Vehicles (those over 7.5 tonnes maximum allowable weight) is 40mph for 
single carriageway roads makes life for the operator and driver in Scotland 
very difficult.   In this day and age, given the advance in vehicle technology a 
40 mph limit on open roads is a complete anachronism.  FTA would like to 



see a limit of 50mph on good quality single carriageway roads and would 
have no problem with this being strictly enforced rather that the current 
situation whereby the police will, anecdotally, turn a blind eye to a goods 
vehicle not going much more than 50mph.  VOSA, the Vehicle and Operators 
Enforcement agency, does not take the same attitude.   
 
The Committee will, in all likelihood, not need reminded of the roads 
concerned but for the record they are: A75, A7, A77, A82, A95, A96 and A9.  
This is not an exhaustive list of roads that need upgraded and would benefit 
from increased speed limits but are those identified as being most important 
for the economy. 
 
Modes Other than Road for the Movement of Freight 
 
The vast majority of freight moves by road and will continue to do so for the 
foreseeable future.  This is partly because of the convenience and flexibility of 
the road freight sector but is also because most journeys are of short distance 
and other modes are less suited to that sort of movement than road.  Having 
said that, there is obviously scope for the transfer of traffic from road to other 
modes in some circumstances.  The Executive continues to award freight 
facilities grants and water-borne freight grants where it can be shown that 
there would be a reduction in lorry miles on sensitive roads.  A prime example 
of good use of grant funding is the removal of lorries carrying timber from 
Argyll to Ayr by road and transferring the trade to sea out of Campbelltown.  
Other instances may not be so spectacular but are to be welcomed.  Transfer 
of freight from road to rail has also been achieved through the application of 
Freight Facilities Grants but there can be problems with the conflicting 
requirements of freight and passenger trains wishing to use the same rail 
infrastructure.  Pressure to encourage more people to use rail for travel rather 
than car and encouragement to spread the demand for rail transport over the 
day could cause further problems.  The potential for modal shift to inland 
waterway is not great particularly with regard to the Forth and Clyde/Union 
canal.  There may be some potential for freight on the Caledonian Canal.  
Transfer to other modes, however, cannot and will not be a replacement for 
the provision of improved roads infrastructure. 
The amount of freight moved to and from Scotland by air is almost negligible 
in absolute terms at about 77,500 tonnes per annum but the commodities 
shifted are high value and need to be moved quickly and efficiently.   
 
Industry Image 
 
The logistics industry suffers, unfairly, from a poor public image. Everybody 
likes freight.  People expect to be able to visit a supermarket and find fresh 
produce from all over the world on the shelves. People expect that their refuse 
and recycling materials will be collected and will complain bitterly if the 
Council refuse vehicle doesn’t turn up.  Within the next few weeks, if they 
have not already done it people will expect to be able to buy a Christmas tree 
and all the presents to go under it.  People love freight.  The problem is that 
people generally do not connect the goods in the supermarket etc with the 
vehicles they see on the roads. They like to have the freight when they want 



it, they just don’t want to see it being moved.  Diesel engined goods vehicles 
were once renowned as dirty, smelly things with black smoke coming out of 
the exhaust that blocked out the light and suffocated anybody near at hand.   
Unfortunately this is still the image that many members of the public hold.  
The myth continues, but anybody comparing the facts would have to agree 
that there has been a massive reduction in emissions from diesel engined 
vehicles today compared with only a few years ago. Tighter and tighter 
technical standards for emissions from diesel engines have done away with 
black smoke.  Euro 0 standard engines, introduced in 1990, reduced the black 
smoke to a grey haze.  By 2008 when Euro 5 engines are introduced 
emissions of hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides and 
particulates will have been reduced by between 86% and 96% of what was 
judged to be a tight standard in 1990 when it was introduced.   It is unlikely 
that there will be a real alternative to the use of diesel for a long time into the 
future.  Experiments have been tried with LPG and Liquefied Natural Gas but 
have not been the hoped for success.  The addition of Bio Diesel to mineral 
diesel may help but can only be used in limited ratios.  Other fuels such as 
hydrogen and fuel cells may achieve niche markets but for the foreseeable 
future the vast majority of goods will be delivered by vehicles running on 
diesel. 
 
Conclusion 
 
We have not touched on such subjects as the current high cost of fuel and the 
high tax rate applied to it.  This is partially because the tax on diesel is a 
reserved matter and the current high cost of the raw material is a factor of 
world market prices and it is unlikely that even the UK Chancellor can do 
much about that.  These are things, together with competition from foreign 
operators, that the industry in the UK as a whole suffers from.  However the 
remoteness from market, the imbalance of trade, the lack of dual carriageway 
roads and the lower speed limits applied on them are problems affecting the 
industry in Scotland more than other parts of the UK.  
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