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1. The UK ports industry is financially and strategically independent of government.  This 
has produced significant benefits.  The situation in Continental ports is entirely different 
where port infrastructure is seen as a public investment which can legitimately receive 
state funds as part of the national transport infrastructure.  This policy (which leads to 
distortions between UK and Continental ports) is nevertheless a recognition of the 
importance of ports in driving economic growth and regenerating local economies.  
Although we do not wish to adopt the Continental funding and public policy model, at 
the same time it is vital that the significance of ports to the economy is clearly 
recognized. 

 
2. There is a growing tendency for the government to require contributions by port 

developers for connecting infrastructure links.  This can of course add considerably to 
the cost of a development even though the new links will be used by a range of other 
users and will benefit the regional and the national economy.  Projects in greenfield and 
brownfield sites can be particularly jeopardized by such additional cost burdens and 
could make the difference between a project moving ahead or being abandoned, 
especially if funding for the connection is required in advance.  The nature of port 
developments means that it takes time to develop sufficient revenue streams and extra 
infrastructure costs can become a deciding factor.  We believe that it should be the full 
responsibility of governments to fund connecting infrastructure.  At the very least, the 
burden should be shared between all those who benefit.  Certainly, the ability of 
Scotland to play a significant role in the national and global economy is dependent on 
proper investment in the infrastructure which can support these aims; we look to the 
new Transport Agency to secure this. 

 
3. On Freight Facilities Grants, a further issue is the problem for new ventures where 

income has yet to materialize.  It is different for projects which build on an existing 
business as there is already some means of revenue generation.  We believe the grant 
levels for new ventures are currently inadequate and should be reviewed, particularly 
as their purpose is to reduce congestion on land modes. 

 


