
With regards the enquiry, we wish to bring certain issues to the fore for consideration. 

• Industry in Scotland is being very badly affected by the high fuel price. Our distance 
to market place means the high cost of derv disproportionately undermines our ability 
to compete both with south based UK manufacturers, and our European 
counterparts. At least two of the major manufacturers we deal with in the North East 
of Scotland are presently under review by their foreign owners due to this factor. We 
will not be shocked to hear of decisions soon which close more factories.   

• Economic pressures on our customers mean that many cannot and will not pay a 
supplement to cover the higher cost of fuel. Several local transport companies (one a 
major operator) are closing with the loss of many jobs.  

• Many foreign operators are now operating illegally in the UK - as they are seeking 
UK internal work as well as export or import business i.e. cabotage. Everyone is also 
aware that the authorities are almost powerless to stop their disregard for tacho regs 
or WTD or HSE or weight regs. At the same time companies like ourselves feel we 
are being increasingly targeted for minor infringements and hindered in our ability to 
do business by increasing legislation and bureaucracy and red tape which our 
European counterparts openly ignore.  

• The cheaper running costs of hauliers from outside the UK directly undermines, 
indeed removes the cost advantage which the Superfast ferry service from Rosyth to 
Zeebrugge is 'supposed' to have. The lower fuel and lower wages, combined with 
their ability to run for longer, means that the South based ports are still cost 
advantageous. 

If clarification or further detail is required on any of these points, please do not hesitate to 
contact me directly. 
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Eddie Anderson 
Managing Director 
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