
HS/00/28A

SOCIAL INCLUSION, HOUSING AND VOLUNTARY SECTOR COMMITTEE

AGENDA

28TH Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Wednesday 13 September 2000

The Committee will meet at 10.00am in Committee Room 2, Committee Chambers.

1. Item to be taken in private: Convener to move item 3 be taken in private.

2. Items to be taken in private: Convener to move that items at the Committee’s
next meeting on questions for witnesses and the draft report on Drug Misuse and
Deprived Areas be taken in private.

3. Questions for witnesses: The Committee will consider its questions for Shelter
Scotland and the Scottish Council for Single Homeless.

4. Family Homes and Homelessness (Scotland) Bill and Mortgage Rights Bill
(Stage 1) and proposed Housing Bill: The Committee will take evidence from
Shelter Scotland from—

Liz Nicholson, Director

Lorna Clark, Campaigns Manager

The Committee will take evidence from the Scottish Council for Single Homeless
from—

Robert Aldridge, Director

Alice Ann Jackson, Chairperson.

5. Petition: The Committee will further consider petition PE113 from the Campaign
for Borders Rail calling for the Scottish Parliament to consider ways of reinstating
a railway into and through the Borders by way of a debate in the Parliament and
by consideration by its committees.

6. Inquiry into Drug Misuse and Deprived Areas (in private): The Committee will
consider a draft of its report into Drug Misuse and Deprived Areas.

Lee Bridges
Clerk to the Committee

email: lee.bridges@scottish.parliament.uk

mailto:lee.bridges@scottish.parliament.uk


***********************
The following paper is attached for this meeting:

Paper from the Clerk on Public Petition PE113 HO/00/28/1



HS/00/28/1

SOCIAL INCLUSION, HOUSING AND VOLUNTARY SECTION COMMITTEE

Petition PE113

1   At its meeting on 26 April 2000, the Committee considered Petition PE113 from the
Campaign for Borders Rail which calls on the Scottish Parliament to consider ways of
reinstating a railway into and through the Borders, by way of a debate in the Parliament and
by consideration by its committees.

2  The Public Petitions Committee had agreed that the Transport and Environment
Committee should be the lead committee with the suggestion that it should consider and co-
ordinate responses from the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee, the Finance
Committee, the Rural Affairs Committee and the Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary
Sector Committee as appropriate.

3  The Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee agreed to ascertain from
Scottish Borders Council and the Scottish Executive, what would be the social inclusion
implications of reinstating a railway route; to ascertain the City of Edinburgh Council’s views
on the significance of the Borders rail connection in view of its proximity to the Borders and
the effects of the area of its lack of transport connections.

4  Detailed responses have now been received from Scottish Borders Council and the City of
Edinburgh Council which are attached and which indicate that:

•  the City of Edinburgh would benefit from the Borders rail link in increasing the city’s
labour market by a more sustainable form of public transport and the Scottish Borders and
Midlothian would benefit from greater accessibility to the city’s employment
opportunities;

•  that no specific work has been commissioned examining the social inclusion issues
arising from the lack of a Borders rail link and the Scottish Borders Council is of the view
that further research is required on elements such as educational deprivation, health and
welfare issues, access to jobs, and lack of sustainable transport links.

5 The Committee is invited to note the responses from Scottish Borders and the City of
Edinburgh Councils, advise the Transport and Environment Committee of the terms of
the responses, and consider any further action it wishes to take in this regard.

Lee Bridges
Clerk to the Committee








