
HS/00/15A

SOCIAL INCLUSION, HOUSING AND VOLUNTARY SECTOR COMMITTEE

AGENDA

15TH  Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Wednesday 26 April 2000

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 3, Committee Chambers,
George IV Bridge, Edinburgh.

1. Item to be taken in private: Convener to move that item 5 be taken in private.

2. Petitions: The committee will consider the following public petitions –

Petition PE113 from the Campaign for Borders Rail calling for the Scottish
Parliament to consider ways of reinstating a railway into and through the Borders, by
way of a debate in the Parliament and by consideration by its committees.

Petition PE123 from the Scottish Warm Homes Campaign calling for the
Scottish Parliament to identify, discuss and seek to implement measures which
would eradicate fuel poverty as a matter of urgency.

Petition PE136 from Training Adults in the Community calling for the Scottish
Parliament to persuade West Lothian Council to increase funding of the Training
Adults in the Community (TAIC) project to levels which will allow TAIC to continue to
provide a service.

3. Drug misuse and deprived communities: The committee will take evidence
from the Scottish Executive from –

- David Belfall (Scottish Executive Development Department)

- Nicola Munro (Scottish Executive Health Department)

4. Annual budget process: The committee will consider an update on  the annual
budget process.

5. Drug misuse and deprived communities - The committee will consider a
progress report and  future work programme for the drug inquiry

*********************



The following papers are attached:

HS/00/15/1 Paper on Petition PE113

HS/00/15/2 Paper on Petition PE123

HS/00/15/3 Paper on Petition PE136

HS/0015/4 Paper on annual budget process

The paper on Inquiry into drug misuse and deprived communities is to follow

The Scottish Executive memorandum on drugs and deprived communities was
circulated to members previously

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee
Room G.11 Committee Chambers
Ext. 85211
email martin.verity@scottish.parliament.uk

mailto:martin.verity@scottish.parliament.uk
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SOCIAL INCLUSION, HOUSING AND VOLUNTARY SECTOR COMMITTEE

Petition PE113

Reference from Public Petitions Committee
1. The Public Petitions Committee has referred petition PE113, from the Campaign

for Borders Rail, to the Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector
Committee.  A copy of the petition is enclosed with this paper.

Substance of petition
2. The petition calls on the Scottish Parliament to consider ways of reinstating a

railway into and through the Borders, by way of a debate in the Parliament and by
consideration by its committees.

Decision of the Public Petitions Committee
3. The Public Petitions Committee agreed that the Transport and Environment

Committee should be the lead committee with the suggestion that it should
consult and co-ordinate responses from the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning
Committee, the Finance Committee, the Rural Affairs Committee and the Social
Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee as appropriate.

4. The Public Petitions Committee also agreed that a request should be made for a
debate at a meeting of the Parliament on the issues raised in the petition.  The
Committee agreed this should take place after the subject committee had
considered the petition.

Decision of the Transport and Environment Committee
5. The Transport and Environment Committee, at its meeting of 4 April 2000,

agreed to take into account and co-ordinate the views of the Enterprise and
Lifelong Committee, the Finance Committee, the Rural Affairs Committee and the
Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee, on the petition.

6. It further agreed to write to the Executive to clarify the potential mechanisms for,
and sources of, funding for a railway into and through the Borders. The
Committee also agreed to request that the Executive provide a simplified
summary of the recent report on the Borders Rail link. The Committee agreed
that, once all the information the Committee sought had been received, the
Committee should consider the requirement for taking further evidence on the
petition, from the petitioner and other interested groups.

Recommendation
7. The committee is invited to note the decision of the Transport and

Environment Committee, and to consider whether it wishes to comment
further on the issues raised in the petition at this stage.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee
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SOCIAL INCLUSION, HOUSING AND VOLUNTARY SECTOR COMMITTEE

Petition PE123

Reference from Public Petitions Committee
1. The Public Petitions Committee has referred petition PE123, from The Scottish

Warmer Homes Campaign, to the Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector
Committee

2. A copy of the petition is enclosed with this paper.

Substance of petition
3. The petition calls on the Scottish Parliament to identify, discuss and seek to

implement measures which would eradicate fuel poverty as a matter of urgency.

Decision of Public Petitions Committee
4. The Public Petitions Committee agreed that the Social Inclusion, Housing and

Voluntary Sector Committee should be the lead committee with the suggestion
that it should consult with the Transportation and Environment Committee as
appropriate.  However, in a subsequent letter, the petitions indicated that they
consider that fuel poverty presents health problems with neither of the above
committees are likely to address.  In these circumstances, the Public Petitions
Committee suggested that it would be more appropriate for the Social Inclusion,
Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee to consider whether it would want to
seek the views of the Health and Community Care Committee, as suggested by
the petitioners.

Recommendation
5. The committee is invited to note the petition; to seek the views of the Health

and Community Care Committee, as suggested by the petitioners; to
consider the issue of fuel poverty in the committee’s forward agenda; and
to take the issue of fuel poverty into account when considering the
Executive’s forthcoming housing bill.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee
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Petition PE136

Reference from Public Petitions Committee
1. The Public Petitions Committee has referred petition PE136, from Training Adults

in the Community, to the Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector
Committee

2. A copy of the petition is enclosed with this paper.

Substance of petition
3. The petition calls for the Scottish Parliament to persuade West Lothian Council to

increase funding of the Training Adults in the Community (TAIC) project to levels
which will allow TAIC to continue to provide a service.

Decision of Public Petitions Committee
4. The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to West Lothian Council

requesting that it continue funding TAIC for a period of at least a month to allow
TAIC to seek alternative sources of funding.  The Public Petitions Committee also
agreed to recommend to the Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector
Committee that it may wish to further consider the wider issues raised in the
petition, particularly with regard to any forthcoming investigation into the
organisation of voluntary organisation funding across Scotland.  The Public
Petitions Committee has suggested that the Committee may also wish to consult
with both the Equal Opportunities and Enterprise and Lifelong Learning
Committees.

Recommendation
5. The committee is invited to note the petition and to take the wider issues

raised by the petition into account in its forward agenda for voluntary
sector issues.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee
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Update on annual budget process

1. The committee, at its meeting of 5 April 2000, agreed to seek points of
clarification from the Executive prior to further consideration of the draft budget.
A copy of the letter seeking clarification, from the Convener to the Minister, is
enclosed for information.

2. Arrangements are being made for the Minister to attend a meeting of the
committee in May, following which the committee will report its views to the
Finance Committee, in time for that committee to report to the Parliament in June.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee


