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RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

AGENDA

23rd Meeting, 2001 (Session 1)

Tuesday 30 October 2001

The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 2

1. Fur Farming (Prohibition) (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will consider the
arrangements for consideration of the Bill at stage 1.

2. Subordinate Legislation: The Committee will consider the following instruments
under the negative procedure—

The Foot-and-Mouth Disease (Marking of Meat, Meat Products, Minced Meat
and Meat Preparations) (Scotland) Regulations 2001 (SSI 2001/358)

The Import and Export Restrictions (Foot-and-Mouth Disease) (Scotland)
(No.2) Amendment (No.3) Regulations 2001 (SSI 2001/367).

3. Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will consider the
Bill at stage 2, day 1.

Richard Davies
Clerk to the Committee



The following papers are attached or are relevant to this meeting:
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Scottish Executive Fur Farming Consultation Exercise responses are attached

The Fur Farming (Prohibition) (Scotland) Bill is attached

Policy Memorandum is attached

Explanatory Notes (and other accompanying documents) are attached

SPICe Research paper is attached

Agenda item 2

The Foot-and-Mouth Disease (Marking of Meat, Meat Products, Minced Meat and
Meat Preparations) (Scotland) Regulations 2001 (SSI 2001/358) is attached

The Import and Export Restrictions (Foot-and-Mouth Disease) (Scotland) (No.2)
Amendment (No.3) Regulations 2001 (SSI 2001/367) is attached.

The above instruments were considered by the Subordinate Legislation Committee
on 23 October. The Subordinate Legislation Committee’s 37th Report made no
recommendations to the Rural Development Committee.

Agenda item 3

Members are reminded to bring with them copies of the Protection of Wild Mammals
(Scotland) Bill

Copies of the Marshalled List will be e-mailed to members on Friday and
available in public from Document Supply on Monday. The groupings will be
available from document supply first thing on Tuesday morning and will also
be available in the Committee room.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Arrangements for Stage 1 of the Fur Farming (Prohibition) (Scotland) Bill

Note by the Clerk

1. Background

The Fur Farming (Prohibition) (Scotland) Bill was introduced by the Scottish Executive on
5 October 2001.  On 25 October, on a motion from the Parliamentary Bureau, Parliament
was asked to designate the Rural Development Committee as lead committee for
consideration of this Bill,  and that it should also be considered by the Justice Committees.
The Subordinate Legislation Committee will also consider the provisions of the Bill that
relate to the powers to make Subordinate Legislation.

The Bill is accompanied by a Policy Memorandum, and Explanatory Notes (and other
accompanying documents).

A summary of the Scottish Executive’s consultation process appears in the Policy
Memorandum. A full copy of all the consultation responses is enclosed.

SPICe has prepared a research note on the Bill, which is circulated with this paper. This
note includes an outline of the policy context for the Bill, and research information on the
position of fur farming in other countries.

2. Stage 1 Procedure

Rule 9.6 of Standing Orders and paragraphs 2.21 – 2.26 of the Guidance on Public Bills
set out the requirements for Stage 1 consideration. In respect of this Bill, the Rural
Development Committee is required:

a) To consider and report on the general principles of the Bill as introduced.  This is a
consideration of the principal purposes of the Bill in the round rather than detailed
scrutiny of the provisions.  The Committee is normally expected to recommend
whether the general principles of the Bill should be agreed to by the Parliament.

b) To consider and report on the accompanying Policy Memorandum – for example, to
consider whether sufficient consultation was undertaken prior to its introduction.

c) To consider and report on the Financial Memorandum, and take account of any
views which may be submitted by the Finance Committee.  Members should note
that this responsibility is a new one for subject committees leading on Bills, arising
from the revised Rule 9.6.3. This will be the first time the Rural Development
Committee has discharged this responsibility, which aims to allow committees to
consider financial implications in the context of the subject matter of the Bill.

d) To consider a report from the Subordinate Legislation Committee, to whom the Bill
has been referred for consideration of its powers to make subordinate legislation for
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the making of a compensation scheme and for commencement of the provisions of
the Bill.

e) To consider any reports from other committees – in this case the Justice 2
Committee is expected to decide on Wednesday 31 October whether to make a
report on the creation of new offences as proposed in the Bill.

3.  Evidence

Whilst a committee will normally take evidence as part of its consideration before reporting
on a Bill at Stage 1, this is not required by Standing Orders.   The Committee may wish to
consider the extent of evidence required in this case.

The Scottish Executive’s view is that there are no fur farms currently operating in Scotland,
and no prospective fur farmers made an application for a licence prior to the cut-off date
for compensation eligibility. In February 2001 the Scottish Executive informed the
Committee of the outcome of its consultation on its proposals, and suggested that it would
bring forward the Bill following the single consultation rather than undertaking a second
round of consultation.

The research note from SPICe indicates that the scope for further relevant evidence
gathering may be limited. The Committee may, however,  wish to consider whether there
are any further issues on which it should seek evidence prior to making its Stage 1 report.

The consultation responses received by the Executive are attached to this report.  If it is
decided that further evidence is required, it is suggested that the Committee may wish to
consider one or more of the following options:

a) To write to those who replied to the Scottish Executive asking them to comment on
the actual provisions of the Bill as published.  Members may wish to consider any
other questions which might be put to the original consultees.

b) If Members have identified any other issues upon which evidence is required, the
Committee could decide to issue an open call for evidence.   More time would be
required to carry out such a consultation.

c) Take oral evidence from the Scottish Executive on the existing responses and any
additional evidence which may be received.

d) In the light of any written representations received, the Committee may wish to
decide whether to take oral evidence from other parties.
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4. Timetable

The Parliamentary Bureau will be considering the timetable for this Bill on 30 October.
The Committee included this Bill in its work programme agreed on 2 October and if the
Committee’s target of considering a stage 1 report by Christmas meets the requirements
of the Parliament’s business programme, the following timetable would be appropriate—

(a) If additional written evidence from existing consultees is required, this should be
sought by 14 November, allowing two weeks for returns.  While this is a short
timescale, the invitation for supplementary written submissions would be to
organisations who were already aware of the proposals and had already considered
them.  The Committee may wish to consider appointing a reporter to undertake the
task of initial consideration of any written evidence received, with a view to considering
arrangements for any oral evidence session.

(b) Other Committees should be asked to report by 21 November.

(c) The Committee could then consider oral evidence on 27 November, with a view to a
first draft Stage 1 report being ready for consideration on 18 December.

5. Summary

The Committee is asked to consider the arrangements for consideration the Fur Farming
(Prohibition) (Scotland) Bill at Stage 1.  Specifically the Committee is asked to:

1. Agree whether it wishes to seek additional evidence prior to making its report.

2. If additional evidence is required, to agree which of the following options will be
pursued:
(a) Seek written submissions from those who replied to the Scottish Executive

consultation, with the invitation seeking only information supplementary to that
already submitted, or

(b) Issue an open call for written evidence (in which case a different timetable may be
required).

3. Consider the appointment of a reporter to undertake the task of initial consideration of
any additional written evidence received, with a view to considering arrangements for
an oral evidence session.

4. To consider the Bill, the Policy and Financial Memoranda and reports from other
committees and take oral evidence from the Scottish Executive and others as required
on 27 November, subject to the requirements of any business programme agreed by
the Parliament.

Richard Davies
Clerk to the Committee
25 October 2001


