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ENTERPRISE AND LIFELONG LEARNING COMMITTEE

AGENDA

24th Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Wednesday 25th October 2000

The Committee will meet at 10.30am in Committee Room 4, Committee Chambers,
Edinburgh to consider the following agenda items:

1. Inquiry into Governance of SQA: The Committee will consider access to
information following the meeting between the Conveners of the Education,
Culture and Sport Committee and the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning
Committee with the Minister for Children and Education.

2. Amended timetable and Work Programme for Stage 1 of the Education
(Graduate Endowment and Student Support) (Scotland) Bill (in private): The
Committee will discuss its future work programme, in particular with reference to
witnesses to be invited.

3. Inquiry into Governance of SQA (in private): The Committee will consider the
draft report to the SQA inquiry.    

Simon Watkins
Clerk to the Committee

Room 2.7, Committee Chambers
Ext. 0131 348 5207

***********************************

The following papers are attached for this meeting:

Agenda Item 1
Note on access to information          EL/00/24/1

Agenda Item 2
Amended timetable and Work Programme for Stage 1 of the Education
(Graduate Endowment and Student Support) (Scotland) Bill
(Private paper)                   EL/00/24/2

Agenda Item 3
SQA Inquiry - Volume 1 (Private paper)                                 EL/00/24/3
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                                           EL/00/24/1

Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee

Meeting 25 October 2000

Access to Information Covered by Scottish Executive Code of Conduct

At its meeting on 4 October, the Committee authorised the Convener to meet jointly
with the Minister for Children and Education and the convener of the Education
Committee to consider access to information held by the Executive.

The meeting took place on 5 October, and at the meeting the Minister put forward a
proposal for how the issue might be dealt with.

Attached is a letter from the Minister for Children and Education, setting out the
proposal.

The Committee’s views on the proposal are requested.

Simon Watkins
Clerk
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Minister for Children & Education
Sam Galbraith MSP

Alex Neil MSP
Convener
Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee
Room 2.7
Committee Chambers
Parliamentary Headquarters
George IV Bridge
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

Victoria Quay
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ

Telephone: 0131-556 8400
scottish.ministers@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.scotland.gov.uk

6 October 2000

Dear Alex,

SCHOOL EXAMS INQUIRY

We met yesterday, with the Convener of the Education, Culture and Sport Committee, to discuss
access to information by both Committees, in connection with their respective inquiries into school
exam results.

As I reiterated at the meeting, I want to be as helpful as possible in respect of the Committee
inquiries.  The Executive has nothing to hide, but, as I explained, there is a wider principle involved
in relation to the effective operation of government.

Nevertheless, I am confident that we can move forward on this point, and allow the Committees to
continue with the important business of completing their inquiries and helping to restore faith in
Scotland’s examination system.

I therefore propose that:

- I provide the Conveners of both Committees with a list of written advice that has been offered to
me on the issue of exam results.  This list will cover the period 1 July 1999 to 10 August 2000.  It
will include a brief summary of the issues raised.  As the list will thus give some details of
advice, I would look to the Conveners to treat this as being for their personal information and that
of their Committee colleagues alone.

- The Convenors then discuss (in confidence) this list with their respective Committees with a
view to drawing up questions to put to the Executive.

- Once the Executive has received these questions, it will provide a memorandum responding to
the questions.

- At the same time as we provide this memorandum, the Conveners of the Committees will have
access to the documentation (on a confidential and personal basis).  This will allow the
Conveners to verify the memorandum.
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- Once the Conveners have completed their consideration of the memorandum and the
documentation, the memorandum will be sent to all members of the Committees for
consideration and use, including inclusion as an annex in their published reports, as they judge
appropriate.

I understand that you will not be able to discuss this proposal with your Committee until 25 October.
I would be grateful for a response as soon as possible after this date.

I have written in similar terms to Mary Mulligan, Convenor of the Education, Culture and Sport
Committee.

SAM GALBRAITH


