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Agenda

Standards Committee

9th Meeting, 2002

Wednesday 22 May

The Committee will meet at 1030 in Committee Room 3

1. Declaration of Interests: The new Member of the Committee will be invited
to declare any registrable interests.

2. Items in Private: The Committee will consider whether to take item 4 in
private.

3. Replacing the Members’ Interests Order: The Committee will consider a
short paper on the requirement to register heritable property.

4. Scottish Parliamentary Standards Commissioner Bill: The Committee will
consider papers concerning issues raised at Stage 2.

Dr Sam Jones
Clerk to the Standards Committee

Rm. 5.19, PHQ
Ext: 85239

email: samantha.jones@scottish.parliament.uk
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Please find attached papers on the following:

Replacing the Members’ Interests Order ST/02/9/3

Scottish Parliamentary Standards Commissioner Bill ST/02/9/4



ST/02/9/3

NINTH MEETING OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE
REPLACING THE MEMBERS’ INTERESTS ORDER: HERITABLE
PROPERTY

1. The Members’ Interests Order currently requires Members to register
heritable property the market value of which is greater than £25 000 or the
income received is greater than £4 000. Paragraph 4.3.44 of the Code
provides that

Members are required to indicate the location of any registrable property and provide
an estimate of its monetary value in terms of market value. Members  are also
required to specify, where appropriate, the value from the property.

2. Following press reporting in April 2002 concerning a Member’s entry in the
Register, the Convener of the Standards Committee received
correspondence from an individual who rented property from the Member.
The tenant, who resides in a small rural community, noted that the
Member’s disclosure of rental income in the Register had led to details of
his ‘private financial arrangement’ with the Member entering the public
domain and being the subject of considerable interest in the local
community. The tenant explained that he fully understood the rationale for
the registration and declaration of Members’ interests but queried whether
there was any means of providing protection for individuals who are third
parties to such disclosures.

3. In developing its proposals for replacement legislation, the Committee
considered whether Members should be required to disclose the identity of
tenants of registrable heritable property. The Committee decided that such
a provision would be an unnecessary invasion of the tenant’s privacy. The
Committee agreed that Members should be required to disclose the
location and financial value of properties in which they have an interest.
However, as indicated in the correspondence to the Convener, this
requirement may impact on the privacy of individuals residing in small
communities.

4. The Committee is invited to consider its recommendations on the
registration of heritable property and specifically, the requirement on
Members to state the location of such property.
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