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1. Models for Investigation of Complaints: The Committee will take evidence from:

•  Councillor Corrie McChord COSLA Social Inclusion spokesman

Eddie Bain COSLA Legal Adviser

Andy O’Neill COSLA Policy Officer

•  Elizabeth Filkin Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, Westminster

2. Cross-Party Groups: The Committee will consider applications for recognition received from
proposed Cross-Party Groups on

•  Information, Knowledge and Enlightenment;

•  Media;

•  Epilepsy

3. Register of Interests of Staff of Members of the Scottish Parliament: Next Steps: The
Committee will consider the outcome of the debate in the Parliament on 16 March 2000.

4. Models for Investigation of Complaints: The Committee will take evidence from:

•  Frank McAveety MSP Deputy Minister for Local Government, Scottish Executive
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Models for Investigation of Complaints ST/00/6/1

Agenda Item 2

Request for Standards Committee Approval of Proposed Cross-Party Groups ST/00/6/2
in The Scottish Parliament

Annex A Proposed Cross-Party Group on Information, Knowledge and Enlightenment
Annex B Proposed Cross-Party Group on Media
Annex C Proposed Cross-Party Group on Epilepsy

Agenda Item 3

Register of Interests of Staff of Members of the Scottish Parliament: Next Steps    ST/00/6/3



ST/00/6/1

SIXTH MEETING OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE
MODELS FOR INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINTS

1. At its meeting on 26 January the Committee agreed to carry out a detailed
analysis of the various models for investigation of complaints that the Parliament
may wish to adopt.

2. As part of this process the Committee will hear evidence from the following
witnesses:

Councillor Corrie McChord, Eddie Bain & Andy O’Neill, COSLA

Elizabeth Filkin, Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards

Frank McAveety, Deputy Minister for Local Government

Standards Committee Clerk
March 2000



                                                                                                                       ST/00/6/2

THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

6th MEETING, 22 MARCH 2000

AGENDA ITEM 2: REQUEST FOR STANDARDS COMMITTEE APPROVAL OF
PROPOSED CROSS-PARTY GROUPS IN THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

In accordance with the Rules on Cross-Party Groups, proposals for the
establishment of a Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament have been
submitted to the Standards Committee for its approval. The proposal Cross-Party
Groups are:

•  Information, Knowledge and Enlightenment (submitted by David  Mundell MSP);

•  Media (submitted by Cathy Peattie MSP);

•  Epilepsy (submitted by Mike Watson MSP).

Copies of the Registration, and Declarations of Compliance forms for the above
proposed Groups are attached at Annexes A,B and C respectively.

 Action

The Committee is invited to consider whether it wishes to approve, under the Rules
on Cross-Party Groups, the establishment of the above Cross-Party Groups

Standards Committee Office
March 2000



ANNEX A

Registration form for Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish Parliament

The general rules and procedures on registration of Cross-Party Groups are set out
in the Standards Committee 2nd Report 1999 “Regulation of Cross-Party Groups”.  A
summary of these rules is available from the Standards Committee office
(Ext:85179).  It is suggested that the group keeps these to hand in order that it is
aware of its continuing requirements under these rules.

In order to be considered by the Standards Committee for recognition as a Cross-
Party Group in the Scottish Parliament, to be entitled to use that name in its title and
to have access to Parliamentary facilities, a group must lodge a statement for the
Register of Cross-Party Groups, including details of all matters specified below.  The
statement should be lodged on this form and should be submitted to the office of the
Standards Clerk within 30 days of the group’s first meeting.

This form must be completed by an elected officer of the group who is a Member of
the Scottish Parliament.

Any further questions on the registration of Cross-Party Groups should be directed to
Alastair Goudie, Standards Committee Office, Ext: 85179.



Full name of Group: Groups which have undertaken to comply with the rules on
Cross-Party Groups may use the words “Cross-Party Group in the Scottish
Parliament” in their title.

Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Information, Knowledge and
Enlightenment(SPIKE)

Purpose of the Group: A brief statement of the main purpose of the group.  Groups
are reminded that the Standards Committee will look very carefully at the proposed
purpose of a group to satisfy itself that its purpose is Parliamentary in nature and of
genuine public interest.

To champion the use of new and emerging information and communication
technologies (ICT) in Scotland in general and in the Parliament and the governance
of Scotland in particular.

To act as a forum for discussion by MSPs and other interested parties of:
•  the emergence of a knowledge based economy in Scotland and its implications
•  developments in ICT and electronics and   their potential in Scotland
•  the social impact of the use of technology  for access to information

To liase with industry bodies in the fields of ICT and electronics to promote an
understanding among MSPs of  the issues affecting those industries in Scotland

To liase with information professionals to promote an understanding among MSPs of
the potential uses of ICT for economic development, social inclusion and individual
empowerment

These aims not prescriptive and can be changed as the Group develops.



Members of the Group: When listing members who are MSPs, only the MSPs
name need be given.  For members from outwith the Parliament, the name of the
member and an indication of any interest or employer they represent must be given.

Bill Aitken MSP
Malcolm Chisholm MSP
David Davidson MSP
Helen Eadie MSP
Rhoda Grant MSP
Fiona Hyslop MSP
Sylvia Jackson MSP
Cathy Jamieson MSP
Nick Johnston MSP
Kenneth MacIntosh MSP
Lyndsay McIntosh MSP
Fiona McLeod MSP
Pauline McNeill MSP
Des McNulty MSP
Alasdair Morgan MSP
David Mundell MSP
Elaine Murray MSP
Alex Neil MSP
Cathie Peattie MSP
Nora Radcliffe MSP
Michael Russell MSP
Mary Scanlon MSP
Richard Simpson MSP
Elaine Thomson MSP
Andrew Wilson MSP



Officers of the Group: Please amend titles as necessary e.g. to indicate joint office
holders, or preferred titles.

Convener   David Mundell MSP

Vice–Conveners   Elaine Thomson MSP
                              Nora Radcliffe MSP

Hon Secretary   Fiona McLeod MSP

Treasurer      N/A

Financial or other benefits received by the Group: The group must register any
financial or other material benefit received by the group from whatever source, where
the value of the financial sum or benefit from any single source exceeds £250 in any
one calendar year.  This includes donations, sponsorship, subscriptions, hospitality,
gifts, visits, and provision of services or accommodation or staff assistance.  The
value of use of Parliamentary facilities need not be registered.

The details requiring to be registered include a brief description of the benefit, the
approximate monetary value, the date on which it was received and the source from
which it came.  Where a consultancy organisation provides benefits, the client on
whose behalf these are provided should be named.

N/A

Subscriptions: Where a group charges or proposes to charge a subscription, this
must be reasonable and the same for all members.  The amount of the subscription
should be registered and the purposes for which it is intended to use the
subscription.

None



Staff employed by or working for groups: If a group makes use of staff issued
with a Parliamentary pass, any paid activity undertaken by those staff where the
employer benefits from the pass holder’s access to the Parliament must be
registered.  There is no need to state the amount of remuneration. The requirement
relates both to staff employed directly by the group and to staff employed by an
outside organisation to provide assistance to the group.

Name of staff member N/A

Job title (in paid activity where employer organisation benefits from pass holder’s
access to Parliament). N/A

Name of Employer Organisation  N/A

Type of Employer Organisation  N/A

Group contact: Please give the name and full contact details (e.g. pager or
mobile phone number) of an elected official of the group who is an MSP who will
be the contact for registration matters for the group. Initially this must be the Member
who signs the declaration on compliance with the rules on behalf of the group.  If a
group subsequently changes the designated contact, the office of the Standards
Clerk must be informed within 7 days of the change.

David Mundell MSP
Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh EH99 1SP
Tel: 0131 348 5635
Fax 0131 348 5932
E-mail: David.Mundell.msp@scottish.parliament.uk



Failure to comply with, or contravention of, the rules on registration of Cross-Party
Groups could lead to penalties being imposed on a Member by the Parliament.
(Further details on procedure and practice for enforcement of rules relating to
Members’ conduct will be set out in the Code of Conduct for Members.) Any
penalties on a Member could be in addition to loss of recognition of the group as a
Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament and denial of access to Parliamentary
facilities.

The Register is regulated, and compliance with the registration requirements is
monitored, by the Standards Committee.

N.B. Where a Member gains personally from a benefit relating to activity of a
group, he or she should consider whether that benefit falls within the rules
applicable to the Register of Members’ Interests, and so should also be
included in that Register by the Member concerned, or whether it falls within
the rule on paid advocacy set out in the Members’ Interests Order.



Declaration on establishment of a Cross-Party Group

I declare that Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Information,
Knowledge and Enlightenment (SPIKE) is constituted in accordance with the Rules
on Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish Parliament set out below, and that in its
operation the group will comply with the Rules:

1. The group must be Parliamentary in character, and its purpose must be of
genuine public interest.

2. The group’s membership must be open to all Members of the Parliament and
must include at least 5 MSPs of which at least one Member must be from each of
the parties or groups represented in the Parliamentary Bureau.  In circumstances
where the Standards Committee considers it is merited in relation to a particular
group, this rule may be modified or waived.

3. The group may contain members from outwith the Parliament, but the overall
membership profile of the group must remain clearly Parliamentary in character,
with attendance at group meetings compliant with rule 10 below.

4. The group must elect its officers within 30 days of its first meeting and every 12
months subsequently.  At least two of the elected officers, one of whom must be
the convenor, must be Members of the Parliament. Elections for office bearers
must be announced at least ten days in advance in the Cross-Party Group
Bulletin (for information on using the Bulletin, contact the office of the
Webmaster).  The announcement must be made and the elections must take
place when the Parliament is sitting.

5. The group must comply with the requirements on the registration of Cross-Party
Groups detailed below.

6. The group must submit a declaration on compliance with the rules as detailed
below.

7. Where members are charged a subscription e.g. to cover administrative costs,
the cost to all members must be the same and must be reasonable.

8. Any Member of the Parliament may attend and speak at any meeting (including
the Annual General Meeting) of a group, but only registered members may vote
at any meeting. Where a group has registered members from outwith the
Parliament, those members may attend, speak and vote at any meeting.  But
where members are charged a subscription, a group may decide that voting
rights may be restricted to those members (MSPs or others) who are paid-up
members of the group.

9. Cross-Party Group meetings must be held in public.   Meetings of the group must
be announced in the Cross-Party Group Bulletin at least one calendar week



before the meeting takes place.  Members of the public, who are not registered
members of the group, may be invited to speak but may not vote at any meeting.

10. To maintain and guarantee the Parliamentary nature of the occasion, at least two
Members of the Parliament, both members of the group, should be present at
every meeting.

11. Cross-Party Groups may use, subject to availability, the meeting rooms of the
Parliament and any members from outwith the Parliament may use, in connection
with Cross-Party Group meetings, the restaurant and other facilities normally
available to visitors as guests of an MSP and under the same conditions.
Groups must observe the rules for the booking of rooms (for information about
booking of rooms, please contact the Facilities Helpdesk).

12. Cross-Party Groups must respect the limitations on the use of Parliamentary
facilities:

•  MSPs, but not other members of Cross-Party Groups, may make reasonable use
of the Parliament’s telephone, fax, e-mail system and photocopying facilities in
pursuit of Cross-Party Group business or where expressly permitted by these
rules e.g. use of the Cross-Party Group Bulletin.  Groups may not otherwise use
the Parliament’s telephone, fax, photocopying and IT facilities other than where
these are available for public use.

•  Groups may not make use of Parliamentary stationery or free postage facilities
provided by the Parliament.

•  Groups may not make use of the Parliament’s audio or broadcasting equipment
and there is no provision for the televising or sound recording of their
proceedings.

•  Groups may not draw on the resources of the Parliamentary Clerks or the Official
Report or other Parliamentary staff to service meetings except in fulfilment of the
requirements of these rules or where expressly permitted by them, e.g. in order to
book meeting rooms.

•  MSPs who are members of a Cross-Party Group may use the services of the
Parliament's Information Centre to brief themselves on matters relating to that
Group, but other members of the Group may not.

13. Cross-Party Groups must conform with such other rules as may be laid down
from time to time by the Standards Committee, the Parliament or the Scottish
Parliamentary Corporate Body. Convenors of groups will be informed in advance
of any amendments to the rules on Cross-Party Groups.

14.  Cross-Party Groups will cease to be recognised 90 days after the first meeting of
the new Parliament after a General Scottish Parliamentary Election, whether
ordinary or extraordinary, unless a fresh registration is made within that period.

Failure to comply with or contravention of these rules may result in a group’s loss of
recognition as a Cross-Party Group and loss of access by the group to the
Parliament’s facilities and any privileges generally accorded to recognised Cross-
Party Groups.   Such failure could also lead to penalties being imposed on a Member
by the Parliament.



Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Name:………………………………………………………………………………………….

Date:……………………………………………………………………………………………

This declaration must be signed by an elected officer of the group who is a
Member of the Parliament.  This Member will be held primarily responsible for
ensuring that the rules, including the rules on registration, are complied with
by the group.



ANNEX B

Registration form for Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish Parliament

The general rules and procedures on registration of Cross-Party Groups are set out
in the Standards Committee 2nd Report 1999 “Regulation of Cross-Party Groups”.  A
summary of these rules is available from the Standards Committee office
(Ext:85179).  It is suggested that the group keeps these to hand in order that it is
aware of its continuing requirements under these rules.

In order to be considered by the Standards Committee for recognition as a Cross-
Party Group in the Scottish Parliament, to be entitled to use that name in its title and
to have access to Parliamentary facilities, a group must lodge a statement for the
Register of Cross-Party Groups, including details of all matters specified below.  The
statement should be lodged on this form and should be submitted to the office of the
Standards Clerk within 30 days of the group’s first meeting.

This form must be completed by an elected officer of the group who is a Member of
the Scottish Parliament.

Any further questions on the registration of Cross-Party Groups should be directed to
Alastair Goudie, Standards Committee Office, Ext: 85179.



Full name of Group: Groups which have undertaken to comply with the rules on
Cross-Party Groups may use the words “Cross-Party Group in the Scottish
Parliament” in their title.

Cross Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on the Media

Purpose of the Group: A brief statement of the main purpose of the group.  Groups
are reminded that the Standards Committee will look very carefully at the proposed
purpose of a group to satisfy itself that its purpose is Parliamentary in nature and of
genuine public interest.

To provide a platform for parliamentarians to discuss all issues relating to the
media; to liaise with consumers, workers and owners of media; and to raise
specific issues of concern with the Scottish Executive.



Members of the Group: When listing members who are MSPs, only the MSPs
name need be given.  For members from outwith the Parliament, the name of the
member and an indication of any interest or employer they represent must be given.

Adam, Brian
Carsen, Jessica (researcher Alan Wilson)
Cavanagh, Luke (researcher Alex Neil)
Grant, Rhoda
Hilliard, Suzanne (researcher Susan Deacon)
Jackson, Sylvia
Jamieson, Cathy
Jenkins, Ian
Kerr, Hugh (researcher Tommy Sheridan)
Lamont, Johann
Lochhead, Richard
Macdonald, Lewis
MacDonald, Margo
Macintosh, Kenneth
McIntosh, Lyndsay
Murray, Elaine
Neil, Alex
Paul Holleran, NUJ officer
Paul McManus, BECTU officer
Peattie, Cathy
Quinan, Lloyd
Radcliffe, Nora
Raffan, Keith
Russell, Michael
Smith, Dave (researcher Cathy Peattie)
Thomson, Elaine
Watson, Mike
David Mundell



Officers of the Group: Please amend titles as necessary e.g. to indicate joint office
holders, or preferred titles.

Convener   Cathy Peattie MSP

Vice–Convener   Mike Russell MSP

Vice–Convener   Ian Jenkins MSP

Financial or other benefits received by the Group: The group must register any
financial or other material benefit received by the group from whatever source, where
the value of the financial sum or benefit from any single source exceeds £250 in any
one calendar year.  This includes donations, sponsorship, subscriptions, hospitality,
gifts, visits, provision of services or accommodation or staff assistance.  The value of
use of Parliamentary facilities need not be registered.

The details requiring to be registered include a brief description of the benefit, the
approximate monetary value, the date on which it was received and the source from
which it came.  Where a consultancy organisation provides benefits, the client on
whose behalf these are provided should be named.

None

Subscriptions: Where a group charges or proposes to charge a subscription, this
must be reasonable and the same for all members.  The amount of the subscription
should be registered and the purposes for which it is intended to use the
subscription.

None



Staff employed by or working for groups: If a group makes use of staff issued
with a Parliamentary pass, any paid activity undertaken by those staff where the
employer benefits from the pass holder’s access to the Parliament must be
registered.  There is no need to state the amount of remuneration. The requirement
relates both to staff employed directly by the group and to staff employed by an
outside organisation to provide assistance to the group.

Name of staff member   None

Job title (in paid activity where employer organisation benefits from pass holder’s
access to Parliament).

Name of Employer Organisation

Type of Employer Organisation

Group contact: Please give the name and full contact details (e.g. pager or
mobile phone number) of an elected official of the group who is an MSP who will
be the contact for registration matters for the group. Initially this must be the Member
who signs the declaration on compliance with the rules on behalf of the group.  If a
group subsequently changes the designated contact, the office of the Standards
Clerk must be informed within 7 days of the change.

Cathy Peattie MSP. X85746/7



Failure to comply with, or contravention of, the rules on registration of Cross-Party
Groups could lead to penalties being imposed on a Member by the Parliament.
(Further details on procedure and practice for enforcement of rules relating to
Members’ conduct will be set out in the Code of Conduct for Members.) Any
penalties on a Member could be in addition to loss of recognition of the group as a
Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament and denial of access to Parliamentary
facilities.

The Register is regulated, and compliance with the registration requirements is
monitored, by the Standards Committee.

N.B. Where a Member gains personally from a benefit relating to activity of a
group, he or she should consider whether that benefit falls within the rules
applicable to the Register of Members’ Interests, and so should also be
included in that Register by the Member concerned, or whether it falls within
the rule on paid advocacy set out in the Members’ Interests Order.



Declaration on establishment of a Cross-Party Group

I declare that Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on the Media is
constituted in accordance with the Rules on Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish
Parliament set out below, and that in its operation the group will comply with the
Rules:

1. The group must be Parliamentary in character, and its purpose must be of
genuine public interest.

2. The group’s membership must be open to all Members of the Parliament and
must include at least 5 MSPs of which at least one Member must be from each of
the parties or groups represented in the Parliamentary Bureau.  In circumstances
where the Standards Committee considers it is merited in relation to a particular
group, this rule may be modified or waived.

3. The group may contain members from outwith the Parliament, but the overall
membership profile of the group must remain clearly Parliamentary in character,
with attendance at group meetings compliant with rule 10 below.

4. The group must elect its officers within 30 days of its first meeting and every 12
months subsequently.  At least two of the elected officers, one of whom must be
the convener, must be Members of the Parliament. Elections for office bearers
must be announced at least ten days in advance in the Cross-Party Group
Bulletin (for information on using the Bulletin, contact the office of the
Webmaster).  The announcement must be made and the elections must take
place when the Parliament is sitting.

5. The group must comply with the requirements on the registration of Cross-Party
Groups detailed below.

6. The group must submit a declaration on compliance with the rules as detailed
below.

7. Where members are charged a subscription e.g. to cover administrative costs,
the cost to all members must be the same and must be reasonable.

8. Any Member of the Parliament may attend and speak at any meeting (including
the Annual General Meeting) of a group, but only registered members may vote
at any meeting. Where a group has registered members from outwith the
Parliament, those members may attend, speak and vote at any meeting.  But
where members are charged a subscription, a group may decide that voting
rights may be restricted to those members (MSPs or others) who are paid-up
members of the group.

9. Cross-Party Group meetings must be held in public.   Meetings of the group must
be announced in the Cross-Party Group Bulletin at least one calendar week



before the meeting takes place.  Members of the public, who are not registered
members of the group, may be invited to speak but may not vote at any meeting.

10. To maintain and guarantee the Parliamentary nature of the occasion, at least two
Members of the Parliament, both members of the group, should be present at
every meeting.

11. Cross-Party Groups may use, subject to availability, the meeting rooms of the
Parliament and any members from outwith the Parliament may use, in connection
with Cross-Party Group meetings, the restaurant and other facilities normally
available to visitors as guests of an MSP and under the same conditions.
Groups must observe the rules for the booking of rooms (for information about
booking of rooms, please contact the Facilities Helpdesk).

12. Cross-Party Groups must respect the limitations on the use of Parliamentary
facilities:

•  MSPs, but not other members of Cross-Party Groups, may make reasonable use
of the Parliament’s telephone, fax, e-mail system and photocopying facilities in
pursuit of Cross-Party Group business or where expressly permitted by these
rules e.g. use of the Cross-Party Group Bulletin.  Groups may not otherwise use
the Parliament’s telephone, fax, photocopying and IT facilities other than where
these are available for public use.

•  Groups may not make use of Parliamentary stationery or free postage facilities
provided by the Parliament.

•  Groups may not make use of the Parliament’s audio or broadcasting equipment
and there is no provision for the televising or sound recording of their
proceedings.

•  Groups may not draw on the resources of the Parliamentary Clerks or the Official
Report or other Parliamentary staff to service meetings except in fulfilment of the
requirements of these rules or where expressly permitted by them, e.g. in order to
book meeting rooms.

•  MSPs who are members of a Cross-Party Group may use the services of the
Parliament's Information Centre to brief themselves on matters relating to that
Group, but other members of the Group may not.

13. Cross-Party Groups must conform with such other rules as may be laid down
from time to time by the Standards Committee, the Parliament or the Scottish
Parliamentary Corporate Body. Conveners of groups will be informed in advance
of any amendments to the rules on Cross-Party Groups.

14.  Cross-Party Groups will cease to be recognised 90 days after the first meeting of
the new Parliament after a General Scottish Parliamentary Election, whether
ordinary or extraordinary, unless a fresh registration is made within that period.

Failure to comply with or contravention of these rules may result in a group’s loss of
recognition as a Cross-Party Group and loss of access by the group to the
Parliament’s facilities and any privileges generally accorded to recognised Cross-
Party Groups.   Such failure could also lead to penalties being imposed on a Member
by the Parliament.



Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Name: Cathy Peattie MSP

Date: 17/03/00

This declaration must be signed by an elected officer of the group who is a
Member of the Parliament.  This Member will be held primarily responsible for
ensuring that the rules, including the rules on registration, are complied with
by the group.



ANNEX C

Registration form for Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish Parliament

The general rules and procedures on registration of Cross-Party Groups are set out
in the Standards Committee 2nd Report 1999 “Regulation of Cross-Party Groups”.  A
summary of these rules is available from the Standards Committee office
(Ext:85179).  It is suggested that the group keeps these to hand in order that it is
aware of its continuing requirements under these rules.

In order to be considered by the Standards Committee for recognition as a Cross-
Party Group in the Scottish Parliament, to be entitled to use that name in its title and
to have access to Parliamentary facilities, a group must lodge a statement for the
Register of Cross-Party Groups, including details of all matters specified below.  The
statement should be lodged on this form and should be submitted to the office of the
Standards Clerk within 30 days of the group’s first meeting.

This form must be completed by an elected officer of the group who is a Member of
the Scottish Parliament.

Any further questions on the registration of Cross-Party Groups should be directed to
Alastair Goudie, Standards Committee Office, Ext: 85179.



Full name of Group: Groups which have undertaken to comply with the rules on
Cross-Party Groups may use the words “Cross-Party Group in the Scottish
Parliament” in their title.

Cross Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Epilepsy

Purpose of the Group: A brief statement of the main purpose of the group.  Groups
are reminded that the Standards Committee will look very carefully at the proposed
purpose of a group to satisfy itself that its purpose is Parliamentary in nature and of
genuine public interest.

The main purpose of the group is to address the needs of people with Epilepsy
by bringing together those with an interest in the welfare of persons with this
condition. The group will promote discussion of Epilepsy issues, raise
awareness and increase understanding of Epilepsy across a range of services
and within the parliament.



Members of the Group: When listing members who are MSPs, only the MSPs
name need be given.  For members from outwith the Parliament, the name of the
member and an indication of any interest or employer they represent must be given.

Brian Adam
Robert Brown
Colin Campbell
Dorothy Grace Elder
Fergus Ewing
Margaret Ewing
Alex Ferguson
Kenneth Gibson
Karen Gillon
Trish Godman
Christine Grahame
Ian Gray
James Douglas Hamilton
Robin Harper
Hugh Henry
Gordon Jackson
Cathy Jamieson
Sylvia Jackson
Kenny McAskill
Fiona Mcleod
John Young
Janis Hughes
Jamie McGrigor
David McLetchie
Maureen McMillan
Duncan McNeil
Pauline McNeill
Des McNulty
Mary Milligan
Bristow Muldoon
John Farquhar Munro
Alex Neil
Cathy Peattie
Nora Radcliffe
Keith Raffan
Mike Russell
Mary Scanlon
Richard Simpson
Nicola Sturgeon
Kay Ullrich
Ben Wallace
Mike Watson
Sandra White

Non-Voting Members



Julie Tickle, Joint Epilepsy Council. Co-ordinator
Hilary Mounfield, Joint Epilepsy Council. Chair
Allana Parker, Epilepsy Association of Scotland. PR Officer
Janet Henderson, West Lothian Epilepsy Resource Centre. Director
Juliet Sherriff, Enlighten-Action for Epilepsy. Director
Catherine Johnston, West Lothian Epilepsy Resource Centre. Fieldworker
Al Edwards, Quarriers-Manager
Prof. Martin Brodie, Epilepsy Unit, Western Infirmary
Liz Gibb, Westhaven, Church of Scotland. Manager
Dr. Linda Stephens, Epilepsy Unit, Western Infirmary



Officers of the Group: Please amend titles as necessary e.g. to indicate joint office
holders, or preferred titles.

Convener Joint Mike Watson
                         Margaret Ewing

Vice–Convener ----------

Secretary Ben Wallace

Treasurer Robert Brown

Financial or other benefits received by the Group: The group must register any
financial or other material benefit received by the group from whatever source, where
the value of the financial sum or benefit from any single source exceeds £250 in any
one calendar year.  This includes donations, sponsorship, subscriptions, hospitality,
gifts, visits, provision of services or accommodation or staff assistance.  The value of
use of Parliamentary facilities need not be registered.

The details requiring to be registered include a brief description of the benefit, the
approximate monetary value, the date on which it was received and the source from
which it came.  Where a consultancy organisation provides benefits, the client on
whose behalf these are provided should be named.

Not applicable

Subscriptions: Where a group charges or proposes to charge a subscription, this
must be reasonable and the same for all members.  The amount of the subscription
should be registered and the purposes for which it is intended to use the
subscription.

No subscription charged



Staff employed by or working for groups: If a group makes use of staff issued
with a Parliamentary pass, any paid activity undertaken by those staff where the
employer benefits from the pass holder’s access to the Parliament must be
registered.  There is no need to state the amount of remuneration. The requirement
relates both to staff employed directly by the group and to staff employed by an
outside organisation to provide assistance to the group.

Name of staff member   Not Available

Job title (in paid activity where employer organisation benefits from pass holder’s
access to Parliament).

Not Applicable

Name of Employer Organisation

Not Applicable

Type of Employer Organisation

Not applicable

Group contact: Please give the name and full contact details (e.g. pager or
mobile phone number) of an elected official of the group who is an MSP who will
be the contact for registration matters for the group. Initially this must be the Member
who signs the declaration on compliance with the rules on behalf of the group.  If a
group subsequently changes the designated contact, the office of the Standards
Clerk must be informed within 7 days of the change.

Group Contact: Mike Watson, Joint Convener
                            Tel: 0131 348 5840

                           Allana Parker, Secretariat, EAS PR Officer
                           Tel: 0141 427 4911
                            Mobile: 07931 524 182



Failure to comply with, or contravention of, the rules on registration of Cross-Party
Groups could lead to penalties being imposed on a Member by the Parliament.
(Further details on procedure and practice for enforcement of rules relating to
Members’ conduct will be set out in the Code of Conduct for Members.) Any
penalties on a Member could be in addition to loss of recognition of the group as a
Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament and denial of access to Parliamentary
facilities.

The Register is regulated, and compliance with the registration requirements is
monitored, by the Standards Committee.

N.B. Where a Member gains personally from a benefit relating to activity of a
group, he or she should consider whether that benefit falls within the rules
applicable to the Register of Members’ Interests, and so should also be
included in that Register by the Member concerned, or whether it falls within
the rule on paid advocacy set out in the Members’ Interests Order.



Declaration on establishment of a Cross-Party Group

I declare that Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on……………is
constituted in accordance with the Rules on Cross-Party Groups in the Scottish
Parliament set out below, and that in its operation the group will comply with the
Rules:

1. The group must be Parliamentary in character, and its purpose must be of
genuine public interest.

2. The group’s membership must be open to all Members of the Parliament and
must include at least 5 MSPs of which at least one Member must be from each of
the parties or groups represented in the Parliamentary Bureau.  In circumstances
where the Standards Committee considers it is merited in relation to a particular
group, this rule may be modified or waived.

3. The group may contain members from outwith the Parliament, but the overall
membership profile of the group must remain clearly Parliamentary in character,
with attendance at group meetings compliant with rule 10 below.

4. The group must elect its officers within 30 days of its first meeting and every 12
months subsequently.  At least two of the elected officers, one of whom must be
the convener, must be Members of the Parliament. Elections for office bearers
must be announced at least ten days in advance in the Cross-Party Group
Bulletin (for information on using the Bulletin, contact the office of the
Webmaster).  The announcement must be made and the elections must take
place when the Parliament is sitting.

5. The group must comply with the requirements on the registration of Cross-Party
Groups detailed below.

6. The group must submit a declaration on compliance with the rules as detailed
below.

7. Where members are charged a subscription e.g. to cover administrative costs,
the cost to all members must be the same and must be reasonable.

8. Any Member of the Parliament may attend and speak at any meeting (including
the Annual General Meeting) of a group, but only registered members may vote
at any meeting. Where a group has registered members from outwith the
Parliament, those members may attend, speak and vote at any meeting.  But
where members are charged a subscription, a group may decide that voting
rights may be restricted to those members (MSPs or others) who are paid-up
members of the group.

9. Cross-Party Group meetings must be held in public.   Meetings of the group must
be announced in the Cross-Party Group Bulletin at least one calendar week



before the meeting takes place.  Members of the public, who are not registered
members of the group, may be invited to speak but may not vote at any meeting.

10. To maintain and guarantee the Parliamentary nature of the occasion, at least two
Members of the Parliament, both members of the group, should be present at
every meeting.

11. Cross-Party Groups may use, subject to availability, the meeting rooms of the
Parliament and any members from outwith the Parliament may use, in connection
with Cross-Party Group meetings, the restaurant and other facilities normally
available to visitors as guests of an MSP and under the same conditions.
Groups must observe the rules for the booking of rooms (for information about
booking of rooms, please contact the Facilities Helpdesk).

12. Cross-Party Groups must respect the limitations on the use of Parliamentary
facilities:

•  MSPs, but not other members of Cross-Party Groups, may make reasonable use
of the Parliament’s telephone, fax, e-mail system and photocopying facilities in
pursuit of Cross-Party Group business or where expressly permitted by these
rules e.g. use of the Cross-Party Group Bulletin.  Groups may not otherwise use
the Parliament’s telephone, fax, photocopying and IT facilities other than where
these are available for public use.

•  Groups may not make use of Parliamentary stationery or free postage facilities
provided by the Parliament.

•  Groups may not make use of the Parliament’s audio or broadcasting equipment
and there is no provision for the televising or sound recording of their
proceedings.

•  Groups may not draw on the resources of the Parliamentary Clerks or the Official
Report or other Parliamentary staff to service meetings except in fulfilment of the
requirements of these rules or where expressly permitted by them, e.g. in order to
book meeting rooms.

•  MSPs who are members of a Cross-Party Group may use the services of the
Parliament's Information Centre to brief themselves on matters relating to that
Group, but other members of the Group may not.

13. Cross-Party Groups must conform with such other rules as may be laid down
from time to time by the Standards Committee, the Parliament or the Scottish
Parliamentary Corporate Body. Conveners of groups will be informed in advance
of any amendments to the rules on Cross-Party Groups.

14.  Cross-Party Groups will cease to be recognised 90 days after the first meeting of
the new Parliament after a General Scottish Parliamentary Election, whether
ordinary or extraordinary, unless a fresh registration is made within that period.

Failure to comply with or contravention of these rules may result in a group’s loss of
recognition as a Cross-Party Group and loss of access by the group to the
Parliament’s facilities and any privileges generally accorded to recognised Cross-
Party Groups.   Such failure could also lead to penalties being imposed on a Member
by the Parliament.



Signed: …………Mike Watson……………………………………………….

Name:…Mike Watson MSP…………………………………………….

Date:……14.3.00……………………………………………………………………

This declaration must be signed by an elected officer of the group who is a
Member of the Parliament.  This Member will be held primarily responsible for
ensuring that the rules, including the rules on registration, are complied with
by the group.



ST/00/6/3

SIXTH MEETING OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE
REGISTER OF INTERESTS OF STAFF OF MEMBERS OF THE SCOTTISH
PARLIAMENT

1. The Standards Committee’s proposal to introduce a Register of Members’ Staff
Interests was debated during a meeting of the full Parliament on 16th March.

2. Having carefully considered the comments made by Members during the course
of this debate the Convener agreed that there was a need to provide for a further
period of consultation with members and their staff in order to address the
concerns raised and to maximise the effectiveness of the Register.

3. Attached is an issues paper which seeks to identify the concerns raised.

Standards Committee Clerk
March 2000



ST/00/6/3

Scottish Parliament Debate on Motion S1M-654
Register of Interests of Staff of Members of The Scottish Parliament

1. There is cross-party support for the principle of a register of staff interests.

2. The following points were introduced during the course of the debate:

a) the need to provide a clearer definition of “Members’ staff”, particularly in
relation to: volunteers, temporary staff, family members.

b) whether £50 is an appropriate threshold for the registration of hospitality
and gifts to Members’ staff, particularly where the hospitality is offered in
the course of an obligatory duty e.g. conference attendance.

c) whether 7 days is a sufficient period for members to provide details of their
staff.

d) the extent of the burden of responsibility which is being placed upon
members for the conduct of their staff.

e) the registration requirements applying in relation to temps and agency staff

f) the need to explain the rationale underpinning the Register and to
incorporate the views of staff.

g) the balance between protection of the individual rights of staff and the
public interest in full disclosure.

3. The Committee will want to consider what steps it now takes to accommodate the
views of Members and their staff so as to ensure that the Register is fully
effective, and the time scale for completion of those stages.
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