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AGENDA

Procedures Committee

1st Meeting, 2002

Tuesday 15th January 2002

The Committee will meet at 9.30 am in the Committee Room 2.

1. CSG Inquiry: The Committee will take evidence from:-

The Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office; and
Scottish Civic Forum

2. Changes to standing orders: The Committee will consider draft changes to
standing orders on manuscript amendments and proposals by the Scottish
Executive.

3. Selection of First Minister nominee: The Committee will consider a paper.
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Chamber Office, Room 5.19
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PR/02/1/1

FIRST MEETING OF THE PROCEDURES COMMITTEE

INQUIRY INTO THE APPLICATION OF THE CSG PRINCIPLES IN THE
SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

EVIDENCE FROM (1) SCOTTISH CHURCHES PARLIAMENTARY OFFICE
AND (2) SCOTTISH CIVIC FORUM

1. The Committee will hear evidence from the Scottish Churches
Parliamentary Office; and the Scottish Civic Forum.

Written submissions

2. Attached are the submissions received.

Witnesses

3. The Committee will hear from the following witnesses:

Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office
Reverend Graham K Blount

Scottish Civic Forum
Donald Reid Civic Forum Director
Martin Sime Civic Forum Board
Debbie Wilkie Civic Forum Deputy Director
Lynne Raeside Civic Forum Council - economic issues
Jalal Chaudry Civic Forum Council - transport issues
Eileen Francis Civic Forum Council - education issues

Clerking and Reporting Directorate
January 2002























PR/02/1/2

FOR AGREEMENT

FIRST MEETING OF THE PROCEDURES COMMITTEE

CHANGES TO STANDING ORDERS

1. Attached please find 2 papers: draft changes to standing orders covered
by a separate note of explanations.

2. The Committee has already agreed the points to which these
changes give effect.  It is asked to approve the changes today.

3. Andrew Mylne will attend.

Clerking and Reporting Directorate
January 2002



Changes to standing orders – manuscript amendments, Executive
proposals (member in charge etc.)

The attached draft amendments to standing orders give effect to the decisions
of the Committee on 21 November (member in charge and other minor
issues) and 11 December (manuscript amendments).

Most of the amendments deal with the member in charge issue raised by the
Executive and other minor issues that the committee agreed to on 21
November.

The Committee will recall that the existing standing orders cause a difficulty in
relation to the definition of a “member in charge”.  For example, a member
who is no longer a member of the Executive continues to be the member in
charge of an Executive Bill by virtue of having introduced the Bill.  A similar
problem arises with Committee Bills where the convenership changes during
the passage of the Bill.  This is dealt with by amendment 3 which inserts a
new Rule 9.2A into the standing orders to ensure that the member in charge
is linked to the relevant ministerial post, or, in the case of a committee Bill the
convenership or membership of the particular committee.  Amendments 2, 4
and 14 are consequential.

Amendment 8 gives effect to the Committee’s decision to allow motions for
financial resolutions to be moved by a Scottish Minister or junior Scottish
Minister whether or not that Minster gave notice of or indicated support for the
motion.  Amendment 12 makes equivalent provision for private Bills.
Amendment 1 is consequential.

Amendment 9 gives effect to the Committee’s decision to allow junior Scottish
Ministers to move and give notice of amendments to a Budget Bill.

Amendment 13 gives effect to the Committee’s decision to amend Rule 12.2.3
to ensure that the member in charge of a Bill can attend any meeting of a
committee at which the Bill is being considered and that the relevant member
of the Scottish Executive can attend any committee proceedings in relation to
non-Executive Bills and other business.  Amendment 5 is consequential on
the new provision.  It omits paragraphs (b) and (c) of Rule 9.7.7 since those
two paragraphs do not give members any rights which they will not already
have under the revised version of Rule 12.2.3.

Amendment 7 gives effect to the Committee’s decision to allow manuscript
amendments to be moved at Stage 3 or Reconsideration Stage.  Amendment
6 also gives effect to the Committee’s decision to adjust the test that is to be
applied by the convener or the PO in deciding whether or not to allow a
manuscript amendment to be moved.  Amendment 11 makes equivalent
provision for Private Bills.  Amendments 6 and 10 are consequential.



Changes to Standing Orders

1. In Rule 8.3.2 for “Rule 8.9, Rules 8.10 and Rule 8.11” substitute “Rules
8.9 to 8.11, Rule 9.12.7 and Rule 9A.14.7”.

2. In Rule 9.2.1 for the second and third sentences substitute “A Bill
introduced by a member of the Scottish Executive is referred to as an
“Executive Bill”.”.

3. After Rule 9.2, insert the following new Rule—

“Rule 9.2A Member in charge

1. The “member in charge” of an Executive Bill is—

(a) the member of the Scottish Executive who introduces
the Bill, or who is subsequently appointed by the First
Minister to take general responsibility for the subject
matter of the Bill; or

(b) a junior Scottish Minister designated by that member.

2. The “member in charge” of a Member’s Bill is—

(a) the member who introduces the Bill; or

(b) another member designated by that member.

3. The “member in charge” of a Committee Bill is—

(a) the convener for the time being of the committee
which made the proposal for the Bill; or

(b) a member of the committee designated by the
convener.

4. Any designation under paragraphs 1 to 3 shall be made in
writing to the Clerk and does not prevent the member
referred to in paragraph 1(a), 2(a) or 3(a) from exercising
any of the rights that are conferred by these Rules on the
member in charge of the Bill.

5. A designation under paragraph 1 shall no longer have
effect if the member so designated ceases to be a junior
Scottish Minister.  A designation under paragraph 3 shall
no longer have effect if the member so designated
ceases to be a member of the committee.”.

4. In Rule 9.3.3, for “A Bill introduced by a member of the Scottish
Executive “(referred to as “an Executive Bill”)” substitute “An Executive Bill”.



5. In Rule 9.7.7, paragraphs (b) and (c) are omitted.

6. In Rule 9.10.2A, insert at the beginning “Subject to paragraph 6,”.

7. For Rule 9.10.6 substitute—

“An amendment of which less notice has been given than is
required under paragraph 2 or 2A above is referred to as a
“manuscript amendment”.  A manuscript amendment may be
moved only with the agreement of the convener or, as the case
may be, the Presiding Officer.  Such agreement shall be given
only if the convener or, as the case may be, the Presiding
Officer considers it is justified, in the circumstances, taking
account of the disadvantages of lack of proper notice”.

8. For the first sentence of Rule 9.12.7 substitute—

“Only a member of the Scottish Executive or a junior Scottish
Minister may give notice of a motion for a Financial Resolution.
The motion may be moved only by a member of the Scottish
Executive or junior Scottish Minister, whether or not he or she
has given notice of it or indicated support for it.”.

9. In Rule 9.16.6 add at the end “or a junior Scottish Minister”.

10. In Rule 9A.12.2A, insert at the beginning “Subject to paragraph 6,”.

11. For Rule 9A.12.6 substitute—

“An amendment of which less notice has been given than is
required under paragraph 2 or 2A above is referred to as a
“manuscript amendment”.  A manuscript amendment may be
moved only with the agreement of the convener or, as the case
may be, the Presiding Officer.  Such agreement shall be given
only if the convener or, as the case may be, the Presiding
Officer considers it is justified, in the circumstances, taking
account of the disadvantages of lack of proper notice”.

12. For the first sentence of Rule 9A.14.7 substitute—

“Only a member of the Scottish Executive or a junior Scottish
Minister may give notice of a motion for a Financial Resolution.
The motion may be moved only by a member of the Scottish
Executive or junior Scottish Minister, whether or not he or she
has given notice of it or indicated support for it.”.

13. In Rule 12.2.3 for paragraphs (a) and (b) substitute—

“(a) in the case of a Bill, the member in charge of the Bill; and



 (b) in the case of a Bill that is not an Executive Bill or in the
case of any other business, the member of the Scottish
Executive or junior Scottish Minister who has general
responsibility for the subject matter with which the business
is concerned.”.

14. In Rule 18.2.1—

(a) in the entry for “Executive Bill”, for “9.3.3” substitute “9.2.1”;

(b) in the entry for “member in charge of a Bill”, for “9.2.1” substitute
“9.2A”.



PR/02/1/3

FOR AGREEMENT

FIRST MEETING OF THE PROCEDURES COMMITTEE

SELECTION OF FIRST MINISTER NOMINEE

1. The Clerking and Reporting Directorate wishes to review the current

arrangements for the selection of nominees for First Minister.  The purpose of

the review is to ensure that these arrangements are fully fit for purpose and

incorporate lessons learnt from previous elections.  A particular objective of

the review would be to ensure that arrangements were in place which ensured

a speedy and efficient delivery of the selection process in future.

2. The Parliamentary Bureau and other Scottish Parliament directorates would

be consulted in the course of the review.

3. The proposed timetable is attached.

4. The Committee is asked to approve this work.

Clerking and Reporting Directorate
January 2002



Selection of First Minister Nominee

Remit: To consider the current First Minister selection process and
make proposals.

Milestones: Agreement of the Procedures Committee (January 2002)

Consultation with Bureau and other Scottish Parliament
Directorates (March 2002)

Procedures Committee considers paper (April 2002)

Procedures Committee considers draft report (June 2002)

Debate in Parliament (Sept/Oct 2002)

Live testing of new procedure (April 2003)

Consultees: Parliamentary Bureau

Other Scottish Parliament Directorates


