
PE/03/4/A

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

4th Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)
25 February 2003

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 1, Committee Chambers.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/03/4/1)

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/03/4/2)

3. Convener’s report.



PE/03/04/1

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

4th Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)

Tuesday 25 February 2003

The Committee will consider the following new petitions—

PE597 Petition by Community Councillor Paul McLennan, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to provide adequate funding to
Scottish hospitals such as Belhaven to prevent bed reductions and the loss
of geriatric services.

PE599 Petition by John McKenzie Elder on behalf of the Cockenzie House Action
Group, calling for the Scottish Parliament to ask the Scottish Executive to
provide adequate funding to prevent the closure of residential and nursing
care services in Scotland.

PE598 Petition by Karen MacLean, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive to tender for the Barra Airservice contract for three years
and continue with the Public Service Obligation (PSO) for the Barra /
Glasgow lifeline air service permanently.

PE601 Petition by Mr Bill Alexander, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to commence sections 25 to 29 of the Law Reform
(Miscellaneous Provisions) (Scotland) Act 1990 which will allow interested
parties to make a submission for rights of audience in Scottish courts.

PE602 Petition by David Cleghorn on behalf of Dedridge Community Council, calling
for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to decentralise to
local authorities the previously centralised authority held by the Scotland
Office under the planning regulations to recover abandoned private sector
properties.

PE583 Petition by Joe Eyre on behalf of Further Education Fightback, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to enquire into the governance and management of
Scotland's Further Education Colleges and to consider reforming the
legislative framework governing Further Education.

PE600 Petition by John Macintyre on behalf of Scottish Inter Faith, The Pagan
Federation, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the General Register
Office to carry out a count of the number of those who entered "Pagan" as
their religion in the 2001 Scottish Census and that this information be made
freely available to the public.
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

4th Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)
Tuesday 25 February 2003

The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE276: NHS allergy clinics in Scotland
The Committee will consider a response from the petitioners in relation to the
issues raised.

2. PE432: Independent Complaints Review Panels (social services)
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

3. PE436: Access to independent advocacy
The Committee will consider whether any further action should be taken in
relation to the issues raised.

4. PE440: Provision of care and treatment for patients released from the State
Hospital
The Committee will consider a response from the petitioners in relation to the
issues raised.

5. PE462, PE463 & PE464: Designation of  SSSIs, SPAs and SACs
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

6. PE497: Nuisance caused by high hedges
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

7. PE504: Publication of criminal memoirs for profit
The Committee will consider a response from the petitioners in relation to the
issues raised.

8. PE509: Planning legislation affecting certain types of development
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.
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9. PE513: Future of rural sub post offices
PE542: Support for the Post Office network in Scotland
The Committee will consider responses from the petitioners and from the
Department of Trade and Industry Minister for E-Commerce and Competitiveness
in relation to the issues raised.



Changes to the progress of petitions since meeting of 11 February 2003

Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

08/03/2000 PE124 Petition by Grandparents Apart Self Help Group,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to consider
amending the Childrens (Scotland) Act 1995 to
name grandparents in the Act as having an
important part to play in the lives of their
grandchildren.

18/02/2003 The Justice 1 Committee considered petition
PE124 by Grandparents Apart Self-Help Group calling for the
Scottish Parliament to consider amending the Childrens
(Scotland) Act 1995 to name grandparents in the Act as having
an important part to play in the lives of their grandchildren. The
Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Child Law Centre and
the Scottish Reporter’s Administration to ask for further
information on recent cases in the European Court of Human
Rights involving grandparents and the right to privacy in family life
as highlighted by the British Association of Social Workers
(Scotland) (BASW) (and pass any information received on to its
successor Committee). The Committee also agreed to suggest
that its successor Committee may wish to monitor the Minister’s
investigation of family mediation for grandparents and the wider
family via its legacy paper. The Committee further agreed to
suggest that its successor Committee may wish to consider any
available academic studies on the effects on children who do not
have access to their grandparents.

11/06/2001 PE377 Petition by Mr Michael Kayes calling for the
Scottish Parliament to carry out an urgent
investigation into the practice of toxic dumping,
cattle incineration and other polluting activities
in built-up areas, with particular reference to the
dumping and other disposals currently taking
place in the East End of Glasgow.

18/02/2003 The Transport and Environment Committee
considered responses from the Scottish Executive, SEPA and
CoSLA to a paper from the reporter on the petition. The
Committee agreed to consider a draft report in private at its next
meeting.



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

03/12/2001 PE425 Petition by Mrs Anne-Marie Glashan, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to adopt the
precautionary principle recommended by the
Transport and the Environment Committee in its
Report on the planning procedures for
telecommunications developments and the
Stewart Report regarding the siting of
telecommunications antennae in densely
populated areas or within 600m of schools,
residential care homes or hospitals.

18/02/2003 The Transport and Environment Committee took
evidence on its Telecoms Developments investigation from:

Douglas Murray, Association of Scottish Community Councils
Timothy Parker, Church of Scotland General Trustees
Findlay Turner, Scottish Churches Committee
Graham U’ren, Royal Town Planning Institute in Scotland
Nigel Hooper, East Dunbartonshire Council
David Banford, Dumfries and Galloway Council.

The Committee considered the evidence taken and agreed to
consider a paper at its next meeting.

05/06/2002 PE512 Petition by Mr George Reid, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to (a) endorse the 1989
guidance published by the Ministry of Defence
which defines the blue of the Saltire as Azure
Blue and (b) urge the Scottish Executive to
publish guidance on this matter.

18/02/2003 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee
considered a petition from Mr George Reid on the Saltire flag.
The Committee agreed that the colour of the Saltire flag should
be colour reference Pantone 300.  The Committee noted that it
was not endorsing any guidance by taking this decision and also
noted that consideration of the Petition was now concluded.


