
PE/03/3/A

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

3rd Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)
11 February 2003

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Chamber, Assembly Hall, The Mound, Edinburgh.

1. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/03/3/1)

2. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/03/3/2)

3. Inadmissible Petitions: The Committee will be invited to agree the recommendations contained
in a paper on inadmissible petitions. (Paper PE/03/3/3)

4. Convener’s report.
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

3rd Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)
Tuesday 11 February 2003

The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE327:  Organic waste spread on land
The Committee will take evidence from—

Mr Duncan Hope, Blairingone and Saline Action Group
Ms Tricia Henton, former Chief Executive, Scottish Environment Protection
Agency
Dr Malcolm McWhirter, Director of Public Health, Forth Valley NHS Board
Professor George Morris, Scottish Centre for Infection and Environmental
Health
Dr Mike Roworth, Consultant in Public Health Medicine, Tayside NHS Board
Dr Charles Saunders, Consultant in Public Health Medicine, Fife NHS Board
Mr Brian Roxburgh, SEPA
Mr Willie Halcrow, Director of Operations, SEPA
Mr Colin Bayes, Environmental Regulation Manager, SEPA

2. PE455: Shooting of red deer out of season
The Committee will consider a response from the petitioner in relation to the
issues raised.

3. PE475:  Recognition of aphasia
The Committee will consider a response from the petitioners in relation to the
issues raised.

4. PE495:  Suburbanisation of rural Scotland
The Committee will consider responses from the Cross-Party Group on
Architecture and the Built Environment, the Scottish Executive and COSLA in
relation to the issues raised.

5. PE504:  Publication of criminal memoirs for profit
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive and the
Minister of State at the Home Office in relation to the issues raised.

6. PE516:  Educational provision for deaf children
The Committee will consider a response from the petitioner in relation to the
issues raised.
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7. PE522: Care homes for the young physically disabled
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive and COSLA
in relation to the issues raised.

8. PE523: Early years education and childcare
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive, Children in
Scotland, the Early Years NTO and SPRITO Scotland in relation to the issues
raised.

9. PE526:   Proposal for a review of the use of Public Private Partnership
funding to build new schools
PE527: Audit procedures in relation to Public Private Partnership projects
The Committee will consider a response from Aberdeenshire Council in relation
to the issues raised.



Changes to the progress of petitions since meeting of 28 January 2003

Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

14/09/1999 PE14 Petition by the Carbeth Hutters Association,
calling for the introduction of legislation to
provide security of tenure and rights of access
for those who own property built on leased land.

04/02/2003 The Justice 1 Committee considered petition PE14
from Carbeth Hutters’ Association calling for the introduction of
legislation to provide security of tenure and rights of access for
those who own property built on leased land. The Committee
agreed to write to the Scottish Executive to ask that it set out in
detail why legislation to protect hutters would be contrary to the
fundamental principles of Scots law and explain what the impact
of this position will be on the Executive’s response to the outcome
of the consultation exercise. The Committee also agreed that this
matter could potentially be the subject of a Committee Bill, and as
such, should be included in its legacy paper. Lord James
Douglas-Hamilton declared an interest.

05/11/1999

12/01/1999

24/02/2000

20/11/2000

PE29

PE55

PE111

PE299

Petition by Alex and Margaret Dekker, calling for
action to be taken in relation to the Crown
Office's decisions and consideration in
prosecuting road traffic deaths.

Petition Tricia Donegan, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to conduct an investigation to
establish why the full powers of the law are not
enforced in all cases which involve death by
dangerous driving.

Petition by Mr Frank Harvey, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to order a public inquiry into
road accidents involving police responding to
999 calls.

Petition by Ms Tricia Donegan, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to investigate whether the

04/02/2003 The Justice 1 Committee considered petitions PE29
by Alex and Margaret Dekker, PE55, PE299 and PE331 by Ms
Tricia Donegan and PE111 by Mr Frank Harvey on dangerous
driving. The Committee agreed to consider the petition further
when the Steering Group has reached conclusive decisions on
the report by the DTLR (Department of Transport, Local
Government and the Regions) of January 2002 on ‘Dangerous
Driving and the Law’.

The Committee also agreed to consider a progress report by the
Lord Advocate on the 80 recommendations outlined in the
Review of the Investigation of Road Deaths in Scotland by the
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service when this is
available. The Committee further agreed to request that the
Minister for Justice keeps the Committee informed of any
developments with the ISCJIS (Integration of Scottish Criminal
Justice Information Systems) improved data collection on



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

09/01/2001 PE331

additional driving offences of failure to possess
the correct licence, MOT or insurance
documentation should be taken into
consideration at court hearings concerning a
fatality caused by dangerous driving.

Petition by Tricia Donegan, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to investigate why drivers
who have made deliberate decisions when
driving which cause risk to the lives of others are
classed as careless drivers when prosecuted,
even in the event of a fatality.

serious injuries caused by careless driving. The Committee also
agreed to highlight the petition in its legacy paper.

09/12/1999

27/04/2000

PE45

PE185

Petition by West of Scotland Haemophilia Group,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to hold an
independent inquiry into hepatitis C and other
infections of people with haemophilia.

Petition by Mr Thomas McKissock, calling for the
Scottish Parliament take the necessary steps to
establish a scheme of compensation to assist
people in Scotland who have contracted
hepatitis C infection as a consequence of
infected blood transfusions.

29/01/2003 The Health and Community Care Committee took
evidence from—

Malcolm Chisholm, Minister for Health and Community
Care
Bob Stock, Scottish Executive
Andrew MacLeod, Scottish Executive

The Minister announced proposals to pay a sum of £20,000
to everyone who contracted hepatitis C from blood products
and who is still alive, and a further payment of £25,000 to
those with the more advanced stage of the illness.

23/03/2000 PE145 Petition by Mr William P Welsh, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take a range of actions
with regard to medical conditions arising from
vaccinations.

29/01/2003 The Health and Community Care Committee took
evidence from—

Malcolm Chisholm, Minister for Health and Community Care
Dr Mac Armstrong, Chief Medical Officer for Scotland
The Very Reverend Graham Forbes, Former Chair of MMR
Expert Group.



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

27/11/2000 PE306 Petition by Mr Thomas Minogue, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to request that all members
of the Judiciary declare membership of
organisations such as Freemasons and that
such a register be made available on request.

28/01/2003 The Justice 2 Committee considered petition PE306
by Mr Thomas Minogue on Freemasonry and the judiciary.  The
Committee agreed to take no further action on this petition.
However, if the petitioner was able to provide evidence of further
specific cases where difficulties have arisen over the question of
Sheriff/Judicial membership of the freemasons the Committee
would consider revisiting the matter.

13/03/2001 PE347 Petition by Mr Kenneth Mitchell, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to investigate the practice of
shoeing Clydesdale Horses and to introduce
legislation to make such style of shoeing illegal
unless sanctioned, for medical reasons, by a
Veterinary Surgeon.

04/02/2003 The Justice 1 Committee considered petition PE347
by Mr Kenneth Mitchell on couping of horses. The Committee
agreed to ask the Scottish Executive that the practices associated
with the breeding and showing of animals which may lead to
cruelty to animals be included when the Executive next considers
legislation on animal welfare.  The Committee also agreed to ask
the Scottish Executive to extend the applicability of the Farriers
(Registration) Act 1975 to include the Highlands and the Isle of
Skye region so that all farriers in Scotland are registered. The
Committee also considered that this matter could be addressed
by a Member’s Bill.  Again, the Committee agreed that this
petition be referred to in its legacy paper.

03/12/2001 PE425 Petition by Mrs Anne-Marie Glashan, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to adopt the
precautionary principle recommended by the
Transport and the Environment Committee in its
Report on the planning procedures for
telecommunications developments and the
Stewart Report regarding the siting of
telecommunications antennae in densely
populated areas or within 600m of schools,
residential care homes or hospitals.

04/02/2003 The Transport and Environment Committee, as part
of its ongoing examination of telecommunications developments,
took evidence from-

Michael Dolan, Director, Mobile Operators Association
Peter Foster, National Roll-out Manager, O2
Michael Dowds, Roll-out/Community Relations Manager
for Scotland and Northern Ireland, Vodafone
Jim Davies, Assistant Director, Mobile Communications
Policy, Department of Trade and Industry.



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

20/12/2001 PE438 Petition by Mr George McAuley on behalf of UK
Men's Movement, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to
establish procedures in order for a minor child to
be able to access the resources necessary to
establish a right of contact with his or her
sibling(s) where such sibling(s) have been
wilfully alienated by a parent having custody of
those sibling(s)

28/01/2003 The Justice 2 Committee considered petition PE438
by Mr George McAuley on behalf of UK Men's Movement
regarding the wilful alienation of siblings. The Committee agreed
to take no further action at this stage but to flag the petition up for
a future committee’s consideration once the Children (Scotland)
Act 1995 has been in force for sufficient time to merit a review.

05/03/2002 PE476 Petition by Ms Catherine Harper on behalf of
Scottish Women against Pornography, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to take immediate steps
to (a) ensure that the Civic Government
(Scotland) Act 1982 is fully and effectively
enforced in relation to the display of obscene
material and (b) review this legislation to
determine whether it is adequate or whether it
requires amendment.

28/01/2003 The Justice 2 Committee considered petition PE476
by Ms Catherine Harper on behalf of Scottish Women Against
Pornography on the display of obscene material. The Committee
agreed that no further action was appropriate at this stage in light
of the Scottish Executive’s current research commitments in this
area.
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

3rd Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)

Tuesday 11 February 2003

The Committee will consider the following new petitions—

PE591 Petition by Stuart Hay on behalf of Senior Action Group Edinburgh (SAGE),
Age Concern Scotland and Help the Aged, calling for the Scottish Parliament
to urge the Scottish Executive to undertake a review of the mechanisms that
set weekly personal expenses allowances for those people living in care
homes, to reflect the true cost of living.

PE594 Petition by Mr Thomas C. S. Ross, calling for the Scottish Parliament to ask
the Scottish Executive to fund the medical requirements of International
Amateur Boxing Association to eliminate abuse of amateur boxers in
Scotland.

PE592  Petition by George McAuley on behalf of the UK Men's Movement, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to introduce mechanisms to allow voters to express
dissatisfaction with all candidates in an election to the Scottish Parliament or
to local councils.

PE595 Petition by Mr James A. Mackie, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate the influence and impact of the pharmaceutical industry in
psychiatric services of the NHS, and in relation to the passage of the Mental
Health (Scotland) Bill.
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

3rd Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)

Tuesday 11 February 2003

The Committee will consider recommendations in relation to the admissibility of the
following petition—

IP39 Petition by Ms Annette Phillips calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge
North Lanarkshire Council to review its decision to build joint campus schools
in Chapelhall.


