
PE/03/2/A

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

2nd Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)
28 January 2003

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 1, Committee Chambers, Edinburgh.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/03/2/1)

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/03/2/2)

3. Inadmissible Petitions: The Committee will be invited to agree the recommendations contained
in a paper on inadmissible petitions. (Paper PE/03/2/3)

4. Convener’s report.



PE/03/02/1

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

2nd Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)

Tuesday 28 January 2003

The Committee will consider the following new petitions—

PE584 Petition by Mr Douglas Robison, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take
the necessary steps to ensure that the EC Food Supplements and Herbal
Medicines Directives will not prevent consumers to use safe health
supplements and herbal remedies.

PE585 Petition by Alan Corbett on behalf of residents of Reddingmuirhead,
Wallacestone and surrounding villages, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
take the necessary steps to (a) prevent the location of a proposed Green
Door heroin and methadone clinic near local primary and secondary schools
and (b) review and revise legislation to clarify and establish the mechanisms
and powers of control that regulate the siting of such establishments.

PE586 Petition by Elinor Mckenzie, on behalf of Scottish Coalition for Justice not
War, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take a view on the dangers of
military action against Iraq and to oppose any military action by the United
Kingdom on the basis of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1441.

PE587 Petition by Bob Brown, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take steps to
abolish Scottish Enterprise and replace it with a more accountable and
entrepreneurial body.

PE588 Petition by Sam Mitchell on behalf of Cumbernauld Community Councils
M80 Joint Action Group, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive to reconsider the proposed extension of the M80.

PE581 Petition by Fiona Stewart calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to enable the British Hedgehog Preservation Society
(BHPS) to relocate or at least complete a trial relocation of hedgehogs living
on the islands of Uist as opposed to a proposed cull.
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

2nd Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)
Tuesday 28th January 2003

The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE327: Organic waste spread on land
The Committee will consider recent developments in relation to this petition.

2. PE455: Shooting of red deer out of season
The Committee will consider a response from the petitioner in relation to the
issues raised.

3. PE495: Suburbanisation of rural Scotland
The Committee will consider responses from the Cross-Party Group on
Architecture and the Built Environment, the Scottish Executive and COSLA in
relation to the issues raised.

4. PE500: STG Transport Group pension funds
The Committee will consider responses from the Deputy Minister for Enterprise,
Transport and Lifelong Learning and the Financial Secretary to the Treasury in
relation to the issues raised.

5. PE522: Care homes for the young physically disabled
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive and COSLA
in relation to the issues raised.

6. PE526:  Proposal for a review of the use of Public Private Partnership
funding to build new schools
PE527: Audit procedures in relation to Public Private Partnership projects
The Committee will consider a response from Aberdeenshire Council in relation
to the issues raised.

7. PE551: Provision of residential and respite care homes for the elderly
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive, the Scottish
Commission for the Regulation of Care, South Ayrshire Council and COSLA in
relation to the issues raised.
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8. PE582: The Scottish fishing industry.
The Committee will consider a response from the Minister for Environment and
Rural Development in relation to the issues raised.



Changes to the progress of petitions since meeting of 14 January 2003

Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

14/09/1999 PE 9 Petition by R H Guild, on the impact of current
developments at Cramond, Edinburgh on
Roman remains.

14/01/2003 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee agreed
that this matter was now an issue for the City of Edinburgh
Council and the Cramond Management Group. The Committee
expressed gratitude to the Lord Provost, Mr Eric Milligan, for his
interest and support in this matter. The Committee agreed to
recommend that a future Committee might wish to review
progress at a later date.

Members may wish to note that this petition is formally concluded, however,
the EC&S Committee continues to monitor progress as a matter of interest.

01/03/2000 PE119 Petition by Mr C Ogg, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take immediate action to ensure
that suitable allotments are provided according
to statute.

21/01/2003 The Local Government Committee considered a draft
report on Allotments in private and agreed changes. The
Committee agreed to publish the report on Friday 31 January
2003.

18/12/2000 PE327 Petition by Mr Duncan Hope on behalf of the
Blairingone and Saline Action Group, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to request that
legislation be revised to ensure that public
health and the environment are not at risk from
the current practice of spreading sewage sludge
and other non-agriculturally derived waste on
land in Scotland.

22/01/2003 The Transport and Environment Committee
considered recent developments in relation to Petition PE 327 by
the Blairingone and Saline Action Group on Organic Waste
Spread on Land.  The Committee agreed to conclude the petition
by referring it back to the Public Petitions Committee, thus
enabling a reporter from that committee to consider the elements
of the petition relating to public health.

23/05/2001 PE368 Petition by Mr Robert Brown, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to (a) change the current
discriminatory system of measuring the distance
to and from school to determine eligibility to
school transport, and (b) set up an evaluation of
the personal safety issues of the routes to and
from schools in Livingston.

21/01/2003 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee
considered correspondence from the Scottish Executive and
COSLA in relation to petitions PE368 and PE371.  The
Committee agreed to write again to the Scottish Executive to
request that any review of the 1996 Scottish Office guidance
should take into account greater traffic flows and greater
concerns about child safety, with copies to COSLA and to the
petitioners.



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

05/06/2001 PE371 Petition by Mr John Calder, on behalf of Banff
Academy and other Aberdeenshire parents
action groups, calling for the Scottish Parliament
to take a view on whether Aberdeenshire Council
and other local authorities are fully complying
with existing legislation governing school
transport entitlement and to review and amend
the existing legislation to ensure that it fully
reflects the road traffic conditions of today.

See action taken in relation to PE368 above.

14/02/2002 PE470 Petition by Mr Anthony Jackson on behalf of
Munlochy Vigil, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to (a)
immediately end the GM Farm Scale Evaluations
and (b) debate the future handling of the GM
crops issue in Scotland.

14/01/2003 The Health and Community Care Committee
published its 1st Report 2003: Report on Inquiry into GM crops,
which concludes that:
� allowing GM crop trials to continue contravenes the precautionary

principle, even as that principle is interpreted by the Scottish
Executive;

� risk assessment procedures appear to be flawed in a number of
ways;

� there is a need for additional toxicological tests and the application
of pharmaceutical-style testing for GM crops;

� more research should be commissioned into the effect, allergic or
otherwise, of genetically modified pollen and that all GM crops
considered for trials should be tested as if they were entering the
food chain even if they were not intended to be so used;

� the transparency of the decision-making process should be
assured by making all material considered by ACRE available
publicly;

� further clarification as to when it is acceptable to withhold
commercially sensitive information;

� there is a need for monitoring procedures in relation to
contamination of nearby non-GM crops and the effects on human
populations in surrounding areas to be tightened; and

� public consultation must be carried out in line with new Directive
2001/18/EC.
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The Committee will consider recommendations in relation to the admissibility of the
following petition—

IP38 Petition by Mr Fabio Pennini, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to secure a new and fair trial for Mr Kenny Richey, who is
currently on death row in the State of Ohio, following his conviction for murder
in 1987.


