
PE/03/1/A

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

1st Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)
14 January 2003

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Chamber, The Mound, Edinburgh.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/03/1/1)

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/03/1/2)

3. Inadmissible Petitions: The Committee will be invited to agree the recommendations contained
in a paper on inadmissible petitions. (Paper PE/03/1/3)

4. Convener’s Report.
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

1st Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)

Tuesday 14 January 2003

The Committee will consider the following new petitions—

PE575 Petition by Mr and Mrs Heron, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a)
investigate the status of partnerships, and in particular married couples in
partnership, in relation to access to premiums for livestock available through
the Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs Department (SEERAD)
and (b) make recommendations for the modernisation of the definition to
take into account modern legislation on joint ownership of property.

PE576 Petition by Mr Ross J. Vettraino on behalf of the Leslie House 21 Group,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to prevent
the reduction of residential care places in Scotland, by providing the
necessary funding to enable the continuation of the residential care service
in every residential home in Scotland that is subject to closure by the
providers.

PE577 Petition by Mr Steve Law on behalf of Action Against Autism, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to take urgent steps to set
up an autism specific medical treatment facility at a Scottish hospital.

PE580 Petition by Mr John O’Brien on behalf of Lee O’Brien Solvent Trust (LOST),
calling for the Scottish Parliament to recognise the serious problems with
solvent abuse in Scotland and introduce preventative safety measures to
help combat solvent abuse.

PE589 Petition by Mr George McAuley on behalf of the UK Men’s Movement, calling
for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to recognise Parental
Alienation Syndrome and to develop early intervention strategies to prevent
parental alienation.

PE590 Petition by Frank Harvey, calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate
the licensing and regulatory regime which currently exists in relation to
nursing homes for the elderly in Scotland.
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

1st Meeting, 2003 (Session 1)
Tuesday 14 January 2003

The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE425: Siting of telecommunications masts
The Committee will consider a response from the Transport and Environment
Committee in relation to the issues raised.

2. PE437: Creation of a Gaelic Language Act
PE540: Implementation of recommendations from ‘A Fresh Start for Gaelic’
The Committee will consider a response from the Minister for Tourism, Culture
and Sport in relation to the issues raised.

3. PE482: Compulsory blood testing of criminal suspects
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

4. PE512: Colour of the Saltire
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive and the
petitioner in relation to the issues raised.

5. PE550: Transport developments in the Kincardine area
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

6. PE554: Repeat planning applications
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

7. PE556: Extension of rail commuter services on the East coast mainline
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive, Scottish
Borders Council, the Strategic Rail Authority, Great North Eastern Railway
(GNER), South East Scotland Transport Partnership (SESTRAN) and the
petitioners in relation to the issues raised.



Changes to the progress of petitions since meeting of 17 December 2002

Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

01/03/2000 PE119 Petition by Mr C Ogg, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take immediate action to ensure
that suitable allotments are provided according
to statute.

17/12/2002 The Local Government Committee considered its
conclusions in relation to the Allotments Inquiry, which arose
from petition PE119.

08/03/2000 PE124 Petition calling for the Scottish Parliament to
consider amending the Children’s (Scotland)
Act 1995 to name grandparents in the Act as
having an important part to play in the lives of
their grandchildren.

17/12/2002 The Justice 1 Committee agreed to forward the
suggestions received in correspondence from NCH Scotland
on the importance of the interests of grandparents in cases
involving rights to children to the Sheriff Court Rules Council
and the British Association of Social Workers (Scotland). The
Committee also agreed to write to the Minister for Justice to
suggest that arrangements for grandparents and the wider
family circle should be included in family mediation and
increased resources for such mediation should be
considered in the proposed Family Law Bill or any other
similar future legislation. The Committee also agreed to
forward all recent correspondence received to the petitioner.
Christine Grahame declared an interest.

17/05/2000 PE200 Petition by Mr Andrew Watt, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to review the working
methods of the Legal Aid Board particularly in
relation to the collection and disbursement of
compensation monies collected.

17/12/2002 The Justice 1 Committee agreed to write to SLAB to
establish timescales for the production of guidance on property
recovered and preserved aimed at applicants; write to the
Executive asking if it has any proposals to change the law in this
area to allow SLAB to disburse compensation monies faster and
also take the opportunity to pursue SLAB procedures and
possible changes in law relating to property recovered or
preserved within the context of the follow-up to its legal aid report.



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

29/01/2001 PE336 Petition by Mr Frank Maguire of Thompsons
Solicitors and Solicitor Advocates on behalf of
Clydeside Action on Asbestos.  This petition is
calling for the Scottish Parliament’s Justice
Committees to initiate a review of the powers
and procedures of the Court of Session in
handling cases involving victims of asbestos
poisoning, to ensure that the real issues between
the parties involved are properly identified; that
delay is minimised; and that interim payments
and jury trials are made available to victims.

18/12/2002 The Justice 2 Committee considered the reporters’
report on petition PE 336 in private.  The Committee agreed to
adopt its recommendations and publish it as a Committee report
on 8 January 2003.

09/03/2001

29/05/2001

PE346

PE369

Petition by Mr Lawrence Fitzpatrick on behalf of
Scotland Opposing Opencast, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take various steps to
protect local communities and the environment
from the adverse effects of opencast coal mining
in Scotland.

Petition calling for the Scottish Parliament to
urge the Scottish Executive to take steps to
guarantee: (a) that exploitable coal deposits are
accorded positive policies within development
plans; (b) that opencast coal development is
considered within the planning system like any
other development proposal; (c) that the
strategic need for coal is recognised in the
determination of opencast coal applications, and
(d) that energy, from a Scottish employment
business and economic perspective, is
recognised as an important consideration in
government development planning and
guidance.

08/01/2003 The Transport and Environment Committee
considered a letter from the Minister for Health and Community
Care in response to correspondence from the Committee relating
to petition PE 346 by Scotland Opposing Opencast and petition
PE 369 by the Confederation of UK Coal Producers. The
Committee agreed to conclude its consideration of the petitions
by referring the aspects of the petitions relating to public health to
the Health and Community Care Committee, and that all relevant
correspondence and documents should be made available to that
Committee.



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

11/06/2001 PE377 Petition by Mr Michael Kayes, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to carry out an urgent
investigation into the practice of toxic dumping,
cattle incineration and other polluting activities
in built-up areas, with particular reference to the
dumping and other disposals currently taking
place in the East End of Glasgow.

17/12/2002 The Transport & Environment Committee considered
a reporters’ paper on petition PE377. The Committee agreed the
paper, subject to specified changes being made. The Committee
agreed that the paper should be sent to the Minister for
Environment and Rural Development, the Deputy Minister for
Social Justice, COSLA, SEPA and copied to the Health and
Community Care Committee.

23/11/2001

05/12/2001

21/01/2002

PE422

PE430

PE454

Petition calling for the Scottish Parliament to
take the necessary steps to implement a similar
protection for school playing fields in Scotland
as provided by Section 77 of the Schools
Standards and Framework Act, 1988 in England
and Wales.
Petition calling for the Scottish Parliament to
consider (a) whether it is appropriate for local
authorities as owners of school playing fields to
be able to sell such assets and also grant
planning permission to a developer, when such a
sale is opposed, and (b) whether in the
circumstances of an opposed sale, there should
be kegally binding guidelines as to the method of
consultative procedures.

Petition by Mr Peter Watson, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to (a) investigate whether the
rules governing the disposal of playing fields in
Scotland are strong enough and if those rules
are being adhered to by local authorities and (b)
ensure that planning legislation disallows
planning authorities from agreeing a sale of
playing fields and designating them as suitable
for housing development where they have a
conflict of interest.

08/01/2003 The Transport and Environment Committee
considered letters from CoSLA and Sportscotland in response to
correspondence from the Committee on issues relating to
petitions PE 422 by Mr James Docherty on protection for school
playing fields, PE 430 by Mrs M Glendinning on the sale of school
playing fields and PE 454 by Mr Peter Watson on the sale of
playing fields. The Committee agreed to seek clarification on the
Executive’s position on the protection offered in England and
Wales by section 77 of the Schools Standards and Framework
Act 1988. The Committee also agreed to write to the Executive
highlighting various points raised in the correspondence from
Sportscotland.



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

03/12/2001 PE425 Petition by Mrs Anne-Marie Glashan, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to adopt the
precautionary principle recommended by the
Transport and the Environment Committee in its
Report on the planning procedures for
telecommunications developments and the
Stewart Report regarding the siting of
telecommunications antennae in densely
populated areas or within 600m of schools,
residential care homes or hospitals.

08/01/2003 The Committee considered petition PE425 by Mrs
Anne-Marie Glashan on planning procedures for
telecommunications developments and agreed to invite the Public
Petitions Committee to refer formally the petition to the
Committee.  The Committee also agreed to consider the petition
as part of its forthcoming examination of telecommunications
developments.

03/12/2001 PE427 Petition by Reverend Iain Murdoch, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish
Executive to (a) withdraw its list of resources for
health education and (b) ensure that all teaching
materials comply with the more recently
approved guidelines issued by the Education
Department of the Scottish Executive on the
conduct of education in schools.

07/01/2003 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee
considered correspondence from Learning and Teaching
Scotland in relation to petition PE427 and agreed that
consideration of the petition could be concluded.  The Committee
also agreed that a future Committee may wish to assess the
results of any review carried out by Learning and Teaching
Scotland.

14/02/2002 PE470 Petition by Mr Anthony Jackson on behalf of
Munlochy Vigil, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to (a)
immediately end the GM Farm Scale Evaluations
and (b) debate the future handling of the GM
crops issue in Scotland.

18/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered a draft report in relation to its inquiry into GM crops
in private.

08/01/2003 The Committee again considered a draft Report on
GM crops in private.

15/05/2002 PE508 Petition Mr Philip Graves on behalf of
Strathblane community council, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps
to review the implementation of the
Environmental Impact Assessment and Planning
Advice Note 58 guidelines.

08/01/2003 The Transport and Environment Committee
considered petition PE508 by Mr Philip Graves on the
implementation of Environmental Impact Assessments and PAN
58 guidelines. The Committee agreed to raise the issues
highlighted in the petition with the Minister for Social Justice and
the Scottish Executive Chief Planner at a forthcoming briefing on
planning issues.



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

07/06/2002 PE517 Petition by Mr Rob Kirkwood, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to carry out an extensive
study as a matter of urgency to determine (a)
why  local authorities appear to be able to allow
water treatments plants to operate outwith the
terms of existing environmental protection and
planning legislation, (b) the possible solutions to
the problem of noxious odours and air born
bacteria from such plants which are a threat to
health and quality of life of nearby communities
and (c) the level and method of the investment
necessary to remedy the situation such as new,
covered conical shaped tanks positioned far
away from residential communities.

08/01/2003 The Transport and Environment Committee
considered petition PE517 by Mr Rob Kirkwood on environmental
and planning issues relating to water treatment plants. The
Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive to seek its
views on a number of issues arising from the petition. The
Committee also noted that following receipt of this response it
would be open to the Committee to refer the petition to the Public
Petitions Committee so that it can be reallocated to a future
Committee at the start of the next parliamentary session.
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The Committee will consider recommendations in relation to the admissibility of the
following petitions—

IP36 Petition by Mr David Polfreman on behalf of Friends of Thornwood, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to hold a public enquiry into plans approved by
Glasgow City Council to build luxury flats and a car park on a large part of
Thornwood Community Park in Partick, Glasgow.

IP37 Petition by Mr Joseph Rowan, calling for the Scottish Parliament to annul the
House of Lords’ jurisdiction over Scottish matters, to allow the Court of
Session to become the supreme civil court in Scotland.


