
PE/02/15/A

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

15th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 8 October 2002

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 2.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/02/15/1)

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/02/15/2)

3. Inadmissible Petitions: The Committee will be invited to agree the recommendations contained
in a paper on inadmissible petitions. (Paper PE/02/15/3)

4. Convener’s Report.
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The Committee will consider the following new petitions—

PE537 Petition by Mr Alexander Mitchell, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a)
investigate the performance of the Mental Welfare Commission and the
health Ombudsman in handling complaints and (b) make recommendations
for their improvement to ensure that complaints are dealt with thoroughly
openly and fairly.

PE542 Petition by Mervyn Jones on behalf of the National Federation of
Subpostmasters, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish
Executive to (a) use the Post Office network to deliver its information and
services as far as is possible and reasonable and (b) put in place policies
which actively promote the use of the Post Office network throughout
Scotland.

PE551  Petition by Mrs Pat Brown on behalf of Troon Community Council, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to investigate whether local authorities are
interpreting the legislation and policy documents regarding care of the
elderly in an appropriate manner as opposed to using the recent legislation
as a means to reduce their financial and social obligations.

PE536 Petition by Mr Hugh Humphries on behalf of Scottish friends of Palestine,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to offer advice and training (a) to those
involved in running the Palestinian legislature and institutions following or
preceding any elections and (b) on communicating the proceedings of the
Palestinian Legislative Council to the Palestinian nation.

PE552 Petition by Marion Fellows, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive to provide adequate funding to ensure a level of further
education consistent with the particular needs of the people and economy of
West Lothian and to avoid any unnecessary staff redundancies.

PE535  Petition by Mr Christopher G. Daly, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge
the Scottish Executive  to (a) make an inquiry into past institutional child
abuse, in particular for those children who were in the care of the State
under the supervision of religious orders and (b) make unreserved apology
for said State bodies and to urge the religious orders to apologise
unconditionally.
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PE539  Petition by Mr Michael Starrs,  calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to (a) introduce a no-fault scheme to compensate victims of
medical accidents and (b) clarify the duty of care of the practitioner to the
patient by the introduction of a statutory law.

PE544  Petition by Mr Allan J. Bayle, calling for the Scottish Parliament to undertake
an enquiry into the openness, transparency and admission of mistakes at the
Scottish Criminal Records Office in relation to fingerprint identifications.

PE555  Petition by Mr William Hamilton on behalf of Farming and Wildlife Advisory
Group, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to
include the Parish of Laggan within the Draft Designation Order for the
Cairngorms National Park.
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The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE276: NHS allergy clinics in Scotland
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

2. PE301: Scottish candidate SACs for peatland habitat
The Committee will consider a response from the petitioners in relation to the
issues raised.

3. PE457: Steiner Waldorf Education
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive and COSLA
in relation to the issues raised.

4. PE500: Scottish Transport Group pension funds
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

5. PE505: Stone of Destiny
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive and
VisitScotland in relation to the issues raised.

6. PE512: Colour of the Saltire
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

7. PE513: Future of rural sub post offices
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

8. PE517: Water treatment plants
The Committee will consider a responses from the Scottish Executive, City of
Edinburgh Council, SEPA and Scottish Water in relation to the issues raised.
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9. PE518: Museum Hall, Bridge of Allan
The Committee will consider a response from Historic Scotland in relation to the
issues raised.



Changes to the progress of petitions since meeting of 24 September 2002

Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

08/03/2000 PE124 Petition by Grandparents Apart Self Help Group,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to consider
amending the Childrens (Scotland) Act 1995 to
name grandparents in the Act as having an
important part to play in the lives of their
grandchildren.

01/10/2002 The Justice 1 Committee considered petition PE124
by Grandparents Apart Self Help (GASH).  The Committee
agreed to write to the Sheriffs’ Association asking them whether
they can provide information on the number of applications
received and granted to grandparents under section 11 of the
Children (Scotland) Act 1995.  The Committee also agreed to
write to children’s organisations in order to understand the effect
that such applications have on the children involved.  In addition,
the Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Justice to ask
for an explanation of policy guidelines regarding the treatment of
grandparents in relevant court proceedings and to ask him to
outline other options for addressing the issues outlined in the
petition if the Scottish Executive does not intend to amend the
Children (Scotland) Act 1995 through the forthcoming Family Law
Bill.

21/01/2002 PE453 Petition by Father Stephen Dunn, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to carry out a full review of
the process of consultation with local
communities regarding the siting of a proposed
secure unit in the Greater Glasgow Health Board
area since the previous petition (PE48) was
considered by the Parliament.

18/09/2002 As part of its general inquiry into consultation by
NHS Health Boards prompted by petitions PE453, PE498, and
PE499, the Health and Community Care Committee took
evidence from -

Father Stephen Dunn, petitioner (PE453)
Ms Karleen Collins, petitioner (PE453)
Tom Divers, Chief Executive, Greater Glasgow Health Board
Tim Davison, Chief Executive, Greater Glasgow  Primary Care
NHS Trust
Malcolm Chisholm MSP, Minister for Health & Community Care.
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Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

19/03/2002 PE481 Petition by Bill Wright, on behalf of the
Cairngorms Campaign, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to
ensure that powers for the Cairngorms National
Park Authority are as comprehensive as those
for the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National
Park.

24/09/2002 In considering proposals for Cairngorms National
Park, the Rural Development Committee heard evidence from the
following Scottish Executive officials—

Jim Halley, Environment and Rural Affairs Department
John Nicolson, Environment and Rural Affairs Department
Andrew Dickson, Environment and Rural Affairs Department
John Gunstone, Environment and Rural Affairs Department
Steve Dowell, Environment and Rural Affairs Department.

The Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Environment
and Rural Development, requesting that he publish a report on
the consultation on the draft designation order as soon as
possible, and before he makes decisions regarding a final draft
designation order. The Committee also agreed to urge the
Minister not to make final decisions regarding the draft
designation order until the Committee has met in Kingussie on
October 11, and until the Committee has had an opportunity to
take evidence from the Minister, and report on the matter. The
Committee consequently agreed to issue an invite the Minister or
Deputy Minister to give oral evidence to the committee after the
meeting in Kingussie on 11 October 2002.

26/04/2002 PE498 Petition by Ms Letitia Murphy on behalf of Fife
Health Service Action Group, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to (a) urge the Health
Minister to fully take into account the views of
the large number of people in Fife who object to
the decision of NHS Fife Health Board to upgrade
the Victoria Hospital and who wish instead to see
a full service restored at the Queen Margaret
Hospital in Dunfermline, (b) replace the
unelected Health Boards in Scotland with
directly elected members and, (c) agree that fire
safety issues at hospitals should be a matter of
immediate and urgent review by the Health and
Community Care Committee.

18/09/2002 As part of its general inquiry into consultation by
NHS Health Boards prompted by petitions PE453, PE498, and
PE499, the Health and Community Care Committee took
evidence from

Letitia Murphy, petitioner (PE498)
Simon Harris, Dunfermline Press, petitioner (PE499)
Ms Esther Roberton, Chair of Fife NHS Board
George J Brechin, Interim Chief Executive, Fife NHS Board
Malcolm Chisholm MSP, Minister for Health & Community Care.
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Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

26/04/2002 PE499 Petition by Mr Tom Davison on behalf of the
Dunfermline Press, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to urge the Health Minister to take
into account the large number of people in Fife
who are opposed to the proposal by Fife NHS
Health Board to centralise specialised and high
dependency units at the Victoria Hospital, when
considering the boards Right for Fife business
case.

18/09/2002 As part of its general inquiry into consultation by
NHS Health Boards prompted by petitions PE453, PE498, and
PE499, the Health and Community Care Committee took
evidence from -

Letitia Murphy, petitioner (PE498)
Simon Harris, Dunfermline Press, petitioner (PE499)
Ms Esther Roberton, Chair of Fife NHS Board
George J Brechin, Interim Chief Executive, Fife NHS Board
Malcolm Chisholm MSP, Minister for Health & Community
Care.

26/07/2002 PE532 Petition by Mr Ronald M Smith, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps
to amend Part 2 of the Title Condition (Scotland)
Bill to restrict voting with regard to community
burdens to the resident proprietors

01/10/2002 The Justice 1 Committee considered petitions
PE532 and PE533 by Mr Ronald Smith.  The Committee agreed
to include the petitioner’s concerns as part of its consideration of
the Title Conditions (Scotland) Bill.

26/07/2002 PE533 Petition by Mr Ronald M Smith, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps
to prevent the implementation of the Title
Conditions (Scotland) Bill from being
excessively delayed following its enactment.

01/10/2002 The Justice 1 Committee considered petitions
PE532 and PE533 by Mr Ronald Smith.  The Committee agreed
to include the petitioner’s concerns as part of its consideration of
the Title Conditions (Scotland) Bill.
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The Committee will consider recommendations in relation to the admissibility of the
following petitions—

IP30 Petition by Mr John B P Hodgson, on behalf of Skye Windfarm Action Group
Ltd, calling for the Scottish Parliament to prevent Highland Council from taking
any decisions on current applications for wind farm developments on Skye
until the petitioners’ case has been presented to the relevant authorities.

IP31 Petition by Mr W. R. Graham, calling for the Scottish Parliament to initiate a
public enquiry into the applications for wind farm developments at Paul’s Hill
and Cairn Uish.


