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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

11th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 18 June 2002

The Committee will meet at 11.00am in the Chamber.

1. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/02/11/2)

2. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/02/11/1)

3. Convener’s Report.
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11th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)
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The Committee will consider the following new petitions—

PE508 Petition by Mr Philip Graves on behalf of the Strathblane Community
Council, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to
review the implementation of the Environmental Impact Assessment and
Planning Advice Note 58 guidelines.

PE516 Petition by Mrs Sara Craig, calling for the Scottish Parliament to ask the
Scottish Executive to (a) examine and identify the optimum methods of
management and delivery of educational provision to deaf children and other
children with special needs (b) direct local authorities to consult openly and
publicly with parents and children requiring special needs on the level and
quality of peripatetic support that can be delivered in schools and (c) ensure
that there is no diminution in the level of provision to any such children in any
local authority area.

PE517 Petition by Mr Rob Kirkwood, calling for the Scottish Parliament to carry out
an extensive study as a matter of urgency to determine (a) why local
authorities appear to be able to allow water treatments plants to operate
outwith the terms of existing environmental protection and planning
legislation, (b) the possible solutions to the problem of noxious odours and
air born bacteria from such plants which are a threat to health and quality of
life of nearby communities and (c) the level and method of the investment
necessary to remedy the situation such as new, covered conical shaped
tanks positioned far away from residential communities.

PE513 Petition by Phil Gallie MSP, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive to do everything in its power to ensure that (a) people
living in rural areas will continue to be able to send and receive mail at the
same stamp cost as people elsewhere in the United Kingdom and (b) there
is no reduction in the current universal postal delivery service which might
threaten the future of rural sub post offices.

PE511 Petition by Mr James Duff, calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate
the alleged failure of the current bankruptcy statute and to propose changes
to current procedures.
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PE512 Petition by Mr George Reid, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) endorse
the 1989 guidance published by the Ministry of Defence which defines the
blue of the Saltire as Azure Blue and (b) urge the Scottish Executive to
publish guidance on this matter.

PE514 Petition by Ms Ann Wemyss, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive to (a) review its decision to close Peterhead prison, (b)
opt instead for a refurbishment or the construction of a new building on the
current site and (c) recognise the work and efforts achieved by the staff at
Peterhead prison to reduce offending.

PE515 Petition by Ms Dorothy Wright on behalf of the Brae parent and toddler
group, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to
make individual MMR injections available without delay.
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The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE347: Couping of Clydesdale horses
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals in relation to the issues raised.

2. PE412: Commissioner for bullying in Scotland
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

3. PE413 & PE438: Parental Alienation Syndrome
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

4. PE465: Suicide in Scotland
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

5. PE484: Ombudsmen and the planning process
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

6. PE491: Triple assessment breast cancer screening
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

7. PE496: Scottish Executive’s domestic abuse advertising strategy
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

8. PE500: Scottish Transport Group pension funds
The Committee will take evidence from the Deputy Minister for Enterprise, Transport
and Lifelong Learning.
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Changes to the progress of petitions since meeting of 6 June 2002

Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

11/06/2001 PE377 Petition by Mr Michael Kayes, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to carry out an urgent
investigation into the practice of toxic dumping,
cattle incineration and other polluting activities
in built-up areas, with particular reference to the
dumping and other disposals currently taking
place in the East End of Glasgow.

06/06/2002 The Transport and Environment Committee
agreed to appoint Fiona McLeod as a reporter on the
petition.  The Committee also agreed to write to the
Minister for Environment and Rural Development and the
Minister for Social Justice on matters arising from the
petition.

16/11/2001 PE422 Petition by Mr James Docherty, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps
to implement a similar protection for school
playing fields in Scotland as provided by Section
77 of the Schools Standards and Framework Act,
1988 in England and Wales.

06/06/2002 The Transport and Environment Committee
considered the petitions PE422, PE430 and PE454
together due to their similarities in subject matter.  The
Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Social Justice
on matters arising from the three petitions.

05/12/2001 PE430 Petition by Mrs M Glendinning on behalf of
Broomlands User Group.  This petition calls for
the Scottish Parliament to consider (a) whether it
is appropriate for local authorities as owners of
school playing fields to be able to sell such
assets and also grant planning permission to a
developer, when such a sale is opposed, and (b)
whether in the circumstances of an opposed
sale, there should be kegally binding guidelines
as to the method of consultative procedures.

06/06/2002 The Transport and Environment Committee
considered the petitions PE430, PE422 and PE454 together
due to their similarities in subject matter.  The Committee
agreed to write to the Minister for Social Justice on matters
arising from the three petitions.
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Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

21/01/2002 PE454 Petition by Mr Peter Watson, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to (a) investigate whether the
rules governing the disposal of playing fields in
Scotland are strong enough and if those rules
are being adhered to by local authorities and (b)
ensure that planning legislation disallows
planning authorities from agreeing a sale of
playing fields and designating them as suitable
for housing development where they have a
conflict of interest.

06/06/2002 The Transport and Environment Committee
considered the petitions PE454, PE430 and PE422 and
together due to their similarities in subject matter.  The
Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Social Justice on
matters arising from the three petitions.


