
PE/02/8/A

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

8th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 7 May 2002

The Committee will meet at 10.00am in Committee Room 2, Committee Chambers.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/02/8/1)

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/02/8/2)

3. Convener’s Report.
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

8th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 7 May 2002

The Committee will consider the following new petitions—

PE483 Petition by Mr Duncan Shields on behalf of Live Beats Dads UK Scotland and
the International Men’s network organisations, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to review the membership of the Justice 1 Committee.

PE491 Petition by Ms Elaine McNeil, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to introduce legislation making triple assessment
procedures obligatory for all women who present themselves for a breast
examination within the relevant examination clinics across the National
Health Service in Scotland.

PE493  Petition by Ms Marilyn Henderson, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take
the necessary steps to stop the installation of further wind farms in North
Argyll.

PE499 Petition by Mr Tom Davison on behalf of Dunfermline Press, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to urge the Health Minister to take into account the large
number of people in Fife who are opposed to the proposal by NHS Fife
Health Board to centralise specialised and high dependency units at the
Victoria Hospital, when considering the board’s Right for Fife business case.

PE498 Petition by Ms Letitia Murphy on behalf of Fife Health Service Action Group,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) urge the Health Minister to fully take
into account the views of the large number of people in Fife who object to the
decision of NHS Fife Health Board to upgrade the Victoria Hospital and who
wish instead to see a full service restored at the Queen Margaret Hospital in
Dunfermline, (b) replace the unelected Health Boards in Scotland with
directly elected members and (c) agree that fire safety issues at hospitals
should be a matter of immediate and urgent review by the Health and
Community Care Committee.

PE500 Petition by Mr Alec Anderson on behalf of the Scottish Bus Group Pensioners
Action Committee, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish
Executive to increase, at the earliest possible date, the amount on offer to
former members of the Scottish Transport Group Pension Funds so that they
receive maximum benefit from the pension funds surplus.
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PE492 Petition by Mr Duncan Shields on behalf of Live Beats Dads UK Scotland
and the International Men’s network organisations, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to set up and monitor a national
register of children permanently alienated by a parent.

PE495 Petition by Mr Ian Malcolm, calling for the Scottish Parliament to make urgent
enquiries to identify and address the issues related to the suburbanisation of
rural Scotland.
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

8th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 7 May 2002

The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE390: Exclusion within higher education
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

2. PE395: Planning and environmental regulations
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

3. PE449: Impact of predatory birds on other species
The Committee will consider a response from Alex Neil MSP in relation to the issues
raised.

4. PE456:  West of Scotland Water Authority
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive, West of Scotland
Water and the Water Industry Commissioner for Scotland in relation to the issues
raised.

5. PE466: Funding of the National Library of Scotland
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive, the National Library
of Scotland, Scottish Enterprise and The Scottish Chambers of Commerce in relation to
the issues raised.

6. PE467:  Impact of the Scottish Borders Council cuts in services
The Committee will consider a response from petitioners in relation to the issues raised.

7. PE472: Adoption procedures for black and ethnic minority children
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.
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Changes to the progress of petitions since meeting of 23 April 2002

PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

PE29 Petition by Alex and Margaret Dekker, calling for
action to be taken in relation to the Crown
Office's decisions and consideration in
prosecuting road traffic deaths.

16/04/2002 The Justice 1 Committee agreed to write to the
Lord Advocate and the Minister for Justice to request their
response to the recommendations in the research report by the
Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions
(DTLR) on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also
agreed to establish whether a Committee debate could be held
on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed
to establish whether a Committee debate could be held on
dangerous driving and the law.

PE55 Petition by Tricia Donegan calling for the
Scottish Parliament to conduct an investigation
to establish why the full powers of the law are
not enforced in all cases which involve death by
dangerous driving.

16/04/2002 The Justice 1 Committee agreed to write to the
Lord Advocate and the Minister for Justice to request their
response to the recommendations in the research report by the
Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions
(DTLR) on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also
agreed to establish whether a Committee debate could be held
on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed
to establish whether a Committee debate could be held on
dangerous driving and the law.

PE111 Petition by Tricia Donegan calling for the
Scottish Parliament to order a public inquiry
into road accidents involving police responding
to 999 calls.

16/04/2002 The Justice 1 Committee agreed to write to the
Lord Advocate and the Minister for Justice to request their
response to the recommendations in the research report by the
Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions
(DTLR) on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also
agreed to establish whether a Committee debate could be held
on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed
to establish whether a Committee debate could be held on
dangerous driving and the law.
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PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

PE187 Petition by the Scottish Gamekeepers
Association calling for the Scottish Parliament
to allow limited licensed culling of raptors under
the terms of the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside
Act in areas where local populations have
increased beyond normal levels.

30/04/2002 The Rural Development Committee considered
PE187 from the Scottish Gamekeepers Association, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to allow limited licensed culling of
raptors under the terms of the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act
in areas where local populations have increased beyond normal
levels. The Committee agreed to defer consideration of this
petition in order to seek an update on the membership and work
of the Moorland Forum.

PE247 Petition by the Epilepsy Association of Scotland
calling for the Scottish Parliament to ensure
there are coordinated health and social services
that will benefit the 30,000 people in Scotland
with epilepsy.

24/04/2002 The Health & Community Care Committee took
evidence in relation to petition PE247 from —
Hilary Mounfield, Chief Executive, Epilepsy Action Scotland
Dr Richard Roberts, Consultant Neurologist, Ninewells
Hospital.
The Committee agreed to continue this item at a future meeting.

PE299 Petition by Tricia Donegan calling for the
Scottish Parliament to investigate whether the
additional driving offences of failure to possess
the correct licence, MOT or insurance
documentation should be taken into
consideration at court hearings concerning a
fatality caused by dangerous driving.

16/04/2002 The Justice 1 Committee agreed to write to the
Lord Advocate and the Minister for Justice to request their
response to the recommendations in the research report by the
Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions
(DTLR) on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also
agreed to establish whether a Committee debate could be held
on dangerous driving and the law.

PE331 Petition by Tricia Donegan calling for the
Scottish Parliament to investigate why drivers
who have made deliberate decisions when
driving which cause risk to the lives of others
are classed as careless drivers when
prosecuted, even in the event of a fatality.

16/04/2002 The Justice 1 Committee agreed to write to the
Lord Advocate and the Minister for Justice to request their
response to the recommendations in the research report by the
Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions
(DTLR) on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also
agreed to establish whether a Committee debate could be held
on dangerous driving and the law.
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PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

PE336 Petition by Mr Frank Maguire of Thompsons
Solicitors and Solicitor Advocates on behalf of
Clydeside Action on Asbestos, calling for the
Scottish Parliament’s Justice Committees to
initiate a review of the powers and procedures
of the Court of Session in handling cases
involving victims of asbestos poisoning, to
ensure that the real issues between the parties
involved are properly identified; that delay is
minimised; and that interim payments and jury
trials are made available to victims.

17/04/2002 The Justice 2 Committee considered evidence to
date on petition PE336 by Frank Maguire on civil justice for
asbestosis victims. The Committee agreed to pursue the
petitioner’s concerns relating to written pleadings and his
proposal regarding the use of a fast track procedure. The
Committee agreed that Bill Aitken and Pauline McNeill would
progress these issues.

PE396 Petition by Mr Nick Fletcher calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps
to ensure that the citizens of Scotland have
access to free and independent advice services.

17/04/2002 The Social Justice Committee considered Petition
PE 396 and agreed to write to the Minister for Social Justice for
further information.

PE427 Petition by Reverend Iain Murdoch calling for
the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish
Executive to (a) withdraw its list of resources for
health education and (b) ensure that all teaching
materials comply with the more recently
approved guidelines issued by the Education
Department of the Scottish Executive on the
conduct of education in schools.

16/04/2002 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee
considered PE427 relating to Health Education Guidelines. The
Committee agreed to send a letter to the Minister on this matter
and to consider a draft of the letter at its meeting on 23 April
2002.

23/04/2002 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee
considered the text of a draft letter to the Minister on Petition
PE427 by Reverend Iain Murdoch on health education
resources. The Committee noted Mr Monteith's dissent on
certain drafting points and agreed that the final draft be
submitted to the Deputy Convener for approval.
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PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

PE470 Petition by Mr Anthony Jackson on behalf of
Munlochy Vigil, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to (a)
immediately end the GM Farm Scale Evaluations
and (b) debate the future handling of the GM
crops issue in Scotland.

17/04/2002 The Transport and the Environment Committee
The Committee considered a response by the Minister for
Environment and Rural Development to a letter from the
Convener, on issues raised by Petition PE470 by Mr Anthony
Jackson on behalf of the Munlochy Vigil on Genetically Modified
Crops.

The Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Environment
and Rural Development to seek his views on issues arising from
his response.

A proposal that the Committee should take oral evidence on the
issues raised by Petition PE470 was disagreed to by division
(For 3, Against 5, Abstentions 1).
A proposal that the Committee should, in its letter to the
Minister, recommend that the current farm scale evaluation
programme at Munlochy should be terminated was agreed to by
division (For 5, Against 4, Abstentions 0)

PE480 Petition by Mr William R Campbell, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish
Executive to review the current situation at
Scottish Agricultural College Auchincruive as a
matter of urgency.

30/04/2002 The Rural Development Committee considered
PE480 from Mr William R Campbell, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to review the current
situation at Scottish Agricultural College Auchincruive as a
matter of urgency. The Committee agreed to note the petition,
and conclude consideration of it, but to write to the Minister
regarding the remit of any independent review of the SAC and
request him to keep the Committee informed of developments.

PE494 Petition by HMP Peterhead prisoners, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish
Executive not to close Peterhead prison and
provide a new, safer modern unit where
prisoners can continue to rehabilitate.

30/04/2002 The Justice 1 Committee considered petition
PE494 by HM Prison Peterhead prisoners.  The Committee
agreed to consider the petition as part of its consideration of the
Prison Estates Review.


