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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

7th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 23 April 2002

The Committee will meet at 10.00am in Committee Room 1, Committee Chambers.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/02/7/1)

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/02/7/2)

3. Inadmissible petitions: The Committee will be invited to agree the recommendations contained
in a paper on inadmissible petitions. (Paper PE/02/7/3)

4. Convener’s Report.
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The Committee will consider the following new petitions—

PE481  Petition by Mr Bill Wright on behalf of Cairngorms Campaign, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to ensure that powers for
the Cairngorms National Park Authority are as comprehensive as those for
the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park.

PE482 Petition by Mr Douglas J Keil on behalf of Scottish Police Federation, calling
for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to (a) make
compulsory for assailants and others who have exposed or potentially
exposed police officers to a risk of infection, to submit to a blood test or tests
which will be made available to the police officer should he so wish and (b)
amend the Data Protection Act 1998 so that the result of those tests may be
retained on the Police National Computer.

PE485 Petition by Mr James Duff, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to ensure that a solicitor cannot be appointed as a resident
Sheriff in the same court in which they practiced law as a solicitor.

PE484 Petition by Mr and Mrs Robert and Janice Shields, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to investigate the failure to action maladministration allegations in
relation to planning issues due to non-clarity of legislation.

PE486 Petition by Mr John Dick, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) note the
progress of a Home Office project to help sex offenders avoid re-offending,
and the work of the Scottish Quakers to apply the principles of the scheme in
Scotland; and (b) to consider the possible application of the scheme in
Scotland.

PE487 Petition by Mr John Dick, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take a range
of steps to encourage young people in Scotland to become more engaged in
the political process and in adult society.

PE488 Petition by Mr John Dick, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take a range
of steps to ensure that the Scottish Executive is held to account and that its
work is adequately scrutinised.
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PE489 Petition by Ivor Birnie, calling for the Scottish Parliament to hold a debate to
allow members to express their concerns about the treatment inflicted on
Afghan prisoners held by the USA and the potential danger of a wider
conflict.

PE490  Petition by Ms Jacqueline Reid, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to either amend existing legislation in relation to sentencing
of convicted paedophiles or introduce new legislation to ensure tougher
sentencing, with a minimum sentence for repeated convictions.

PE494  Petition by HMP Peterhead prisoners, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
urge the Scottish Executive not to close Peterhead prison and provide a
new, safer modern unit where prisoners can continue to rehabilitate.
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7th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 23 April 2002

The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE301: Scottish candidate SACs for peatland habitat
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

2. PE334 and PE364: Nuclear disarmament
The Committee will note responses from the Transport and the Environment Committee
and the Justice 2 Committee in relation to the issues raised.

3. PE404: Scottish Prison Service staff retirement policy
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Prison Service in relation to
the issues raised.

4. PE435: Scottish Executive policy and guidance on green belt development
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

5. PE442: The film industry in Scotland
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

6. PE450: The objectives and structure of Scottish local authorities
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive and COSLA in
relation to the issues raised.

7. PE453: Secure unit in the Greater Glasgow Health Board area
The Committee will consider a response from Glasgow Greater Health Board in relation
to the issues raised.
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Changes to the progress of petitions since meeting of 26 March 2002

PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

PE123 Petition by The Scottish Warm Homes
Campaign calling for the Scottish Parliament to
identify, discuss and seek to implement
measures which would eradicate fuel poverty as
a matter of urgency.

27/03/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered a draft report on petition PE123 on Fuel Poverty and
agreed to pass the report to the Social Justice Committee for
their consideration.

PE336 Petition by Mr Frank Maguire of Thompsons
Solicitors and Solicitor Advocates, on behalf of
Clydeside Action on Asbestos, calling for the
Scottish Parliament’s Justice Committees to
initiate a review of the powers and procedures
of the Court of Session in handling cases
involving victims of asbestos poisoning, to
ensure that the real issues between the parties
involved are properly identified; that delay is
minimised; and that interim payments and jury
trials are made available to victims.

27/03/2002 The Justice 2 Committee took oral evidence on
petition PE336 from Frank Maguire, the petitioner.  The
Committee agreed to consider the evidence to date at its next
meeting.  The Committee also agreed to invite oral evidence
from the Lord President and Scottish Executive.

PE368 Petition by Mr Robert Brown, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to (a) change the current
discriminatory system of measuring the
distance to and from school to determine
eligibility to school transport, and (b) set up an
evaluation of the personal safety issues of the
routes to and from schools in Livingston.

26/03/2002 The Education, Culture and Sport Committee
considered PE 368, from Mr Robert Brown, alongside PE371
concerning eligibility criteria for free school transport and safety
issues.  The Committee agreed to seek clarification from the
Executive on guidance issued on school travel and to ask
COSLA to respond to the issues raised during discussion.
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PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

PE371 Petition by Mr John Calder, on behalf of Banff
Academy and other Aberdeenshire parents
action groups

Petition calling for the Scottish Parliament to
take a view on whether Aberdeenshire Council
and other local authorities are fully complying
with existing legislation governing school
transport entitlement and to review and amend
the existing legislation to ensure that it fully
reflects the road traffic conditions of today.

26/03/2002  The Education, Culture and Sport Committee
considered PE 371 from Mr John Calder, on behalf of Banff
Academy and other Aberdeenshire parents, alongside PE368
concerning eligibility criteria for free school transport and safety
issues.  The Committee agreed to seek clarification from the
Executive on guidance issued on school travel and to ask
COSLA to respond to the issues raised during discussion.

PE470 Petition by Mr Anthony Jackson, on behalf of
the Munlochy Vigil, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to (a)
immediately end the GM Farm Scale Evaluations
and (b) debate the future handling of the GM
crops issue in Scotland.

27/03/2002 The Transport and Environment Committee
considered Petition PE470 by Mr Anthony Jackson on behalf of
the Munlochy Vigil on genetically modified (GM) crops.

The Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Environment
and Rural Development to seek an urgent response from him to
the scientific evidence, cited by the petitioners and others,
relating to the purported negative impacts of GM releases on
public health and the environment.  The Committee also agreed
to seek the Minister's views on how any new scientific evidence
might affect GM releases that have previously been approved.
The Committee further agreed to seek information from the
Minister on which bodies would be legally responsible to pay any
compensation in respect of claims for damages pertaining to GM
releases. The Committee agreed to request that the Minister
should copy his response to the Convener of the Health and
Community Care Committee. The Committee finally agreed to
write to the European Commission Environment Directorate
General to seek information on the way in which policy towards
GM releases is developing at a European level in response to
emerging new scientific information.
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PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

PE471 Petition by Mr Dereck A Fowles calling for the
Scottish Parliament to examine (a) the cost of
the establishment of the National Park of Loch
Lomond and the Trossachs and its running cost
and (b) whether the sum allocated should be
increased in line with that recommended by
Scottish Natural Heritage.

26/03/2002 The Rural Development Committee considered
Petition 471, by Mr Dereck A Fowles, on the funding allocated
for the establishment and running costs of the Loch Lomond and
Trossachs National Park. The committee agreed to conclude
consideration of the petition, by noting the matters raised and
agreeing to pursue these with the Minister.
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The Committee will consider recommendations in relation to the admissibility of the
following petitions—

IP23 Petition by Mr James A Mackie calling for the Scottish Parliament to instigate
an investigation of the fire safety precautions put in place at the Victoria
Hospital, Kirkcaldy.

IP24 Petition by Mr James Kelly calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate
issues relating to infringement of patients’ human rights by the compulsory
installation of prison style barred windows at The State Hospital in Carstairs.


